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Going to the HOUSE of Co on a Communion Sabbath, 
_ —— OP 
OUR Redeemer bids us go 


Singing to his courts below; 
There his ſweet enliv'ning face 
Shall adorn the Holy place. 
Here his glory he'll diſplay, 
Here he ſays, T'll ever ſtay:“ - 
Who ſhall here his grace withſtand, 

If the bleſſing he command? 

And the bl ing here ſhall reſt, 

For his faithful word is paſt : 

© Zion's food Pl ever bleſs, 

„And her children will increaſe, 

When her prieſts my terrors ſound 

% Theſe like two-edg'd ſword ſhall wound, 
When my mercy they reveal 

«© This like Gilead's balm ſhall heal; 

« Sacred fulneſs I'll impart 

„ To the empty, longing heart; | 
This, in ev'ry age beſtow'd, 

© Shall ſecure a church for God. 

+ Still triumphant grace ſhall reign, 

Still ſhall Satan's pow'r decline; 

© Blow the ſtorm, or ſhine the ſun, 
„Still my purpos'd love ſhall run.“ 

Lord, the promiſe we receive ; 

Thou haſt ſaid, and we believe 

Even ſhall thy word obtain, 

Full of faith we ſhout, Amen 
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THE FOLLOWING 
LETTERS AND DALOGUES 


IN TOKEN 


OF GRATITUDE AND SINCERE AFFECTION. 


ant ¶ 

HUMBLY DEDICATED ' | 1 
B. | 
- k 
| 2 

THEIR AFFECTIONATE MINISTER. g 
—....— ; 
My — beloved Hearers, ö i 

| ] LONG for your falvas || 
tion, My heart's defire and prayer to God for” Ji 
you all is that you may be ſaved. Bound by.” 0 
the moſt ſacred ties to watch for your ſouls, as. 


— LIES 


r) 
one who muſt give an account to God, I have 
endeavoured by manifeſtation of the truth, to eom- 


7 mend myſelf to every man's confcience in the 
ght of God. For your benefit in particular 


theſe Letters and Dialogues were compoled, 


The ſubſtance of them was preached in your 
hearing. To not a few I hope the doQrines and 
admonitions contained in them' were than uſeful. 
That by the bleſſing of God you might have a 
ſecond * they are now put into your hands. 
Graiitude for the many marks of your aſſection 
and firm adherence to me, induce me to dedicate 
them to you. Accept of this teſtimony of my 
gratitude and ſincere affection. 

Whatever be their reception with the world, I 
indulge the fond hope that they will be accep- 
table to you. May they prove exceeding uſe- 
« ful.” The inclination. which on all occaſions 
you have ſhown to liſten to my public and pri- 
vate inſtruction, emboldens me to hope that this 
mall book will not be negleQed by you. In it I 
have delivered my ſentiments with freedom. 
Theſe I hope will be found correſpondent to the 
Oracles of Truth, and to the Standards ofthe Church 
of Scotland. It is farther hoped, that nothing is 
ſaid tending to offend againſt the generation of 
the righteous. Should the profligate character be 
offended, he is aſked, if it is not better now to be 
reproved for ſin. and informed of duty, when mer- 
cy may be obtained; than either he to periſh in 


his iniquities, or © his blood tb be required at my 


& hands.” And let him farther remember, that his 
immortal ſoul is in danger ; conſequently that it is 


Af - 
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77 v ) 
a matter of no ſmall importance which is: under 
diſcuſhon, He may now neglect religion, but it 
will certainly prove bitterneſs in death. And 
how near that moment is, none can tell. Diſeaſ- 
es ſurround, Death approaches. I beſeech thee, 
O wicked man, by the mercies of God, prepare to 
meet it. Now believe in the name of the Son of 
God. Now conſider your ways and your doings, 
and turn unto the Lord with full purpoſe of heart. 
Delay not the important work of ſalvation. 

Suffer me, my dear hearers, to entreat you all 
ſeriouſly to lay to heart the things which belong. 
to your everlaſting. peace. Be not deceived. 
Know for certain, that the unbelieving cannot in- 
herit the kingdom of God. Believe then in the 
Son of God. And believing, be careful to main- 
tain good works. The faith of the goſpel puri- 
ies the heart, and leads to abound in all the 
fruits of righteouſneſs. It induces to walk. wor- 
thy of your honorable vocation as Chriltians, 
to have a reſpe& to all the commandments of 
God,—to be regular in your attendance upon-. 
the preaching of the golpel,—regular in worſhip- 
ping God in your families, and careful of the mo- 
rals and the inſtruction of your children and ſer- 
vants. The faith of the goſpel: will allo teach to 
venerate the holy and dreadful name of God; 
to keep his ordinances, and ſanctity his Sabbath; 
—to ſet the Lord always before you ;—in every 
company, in. every place, in every relation, and 
in every tranſaction of lite. 

Ye fond parents, nurſe up your children for 


A 3 God.. 
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God. Both by-precept and example train them 


3 up in the way they ſhould go, and when they 


are old they ſhall not depart from it. 

Ye maſters do the ſame thing unto your fer- 
vants. You are in the ſtead of parents to them, 
and if you bereave them of ſpiritual inſtruction, 
they are bereaved indeed. Beware they riſe not 
up in judgment to condemn you. Nay rather 
let them now behold the leſſons of ſobriety and of 
holineſs written in your conduct, and cauſe them 
to hear religious inſtruction from your lips. 

O ye young, great are the dangers to which 
you are expoſed. O ſeek the Lord in the days 


of your youth. Give him your hearts. He a- 


lone can keep you from all evil. He alone can 
guard you from the ſnares, temptations and faſ- 
cinating pleaſures of a wicked world. He alone 
can make you truly happy in youth, in riper 
years, in old age, in liſe, in death, and through e- 
ternity. | vic IE 
Finally brethren, be ye-all of one mind in the 
great work of holineſs. Let your actions thow that 
you are true Chriſtians, In a congregational capa- 
city hve togetiier in love and in peace. Cultivate 
an acquaintance with each other. Aid and ſup- 
port each other in your temporal intereſt. In this 


as“well as in ſpiritual concerns /et brotherly love 
continue. Live in peace with all men. Avoid a 
turbulent ſpirit, Brethren let me have joy of you 
in the Lord. Show to all your order and the 
ſteadſaſtneſs of your ſaith. Be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers only: grow in grace and in 


the knowledge of Chriſt, Give evidence that the 
: Lord 


— — I. 
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* vii) Wil. 
Lord is among us. For when the goſpel las its, 2 
effect upon the manners of men, reproachers are l| | 
put to filence, and full evidence afforded, that the 
work 1s of God, and therefore that it cannot come 
to noughiilt. 

Nov, may the Lond bleſs you and keep you. 
from all evll, may he cauſe his face to ſhine up- 
don you, and give you peace. May his bleſſing 
+ which maketh rich and addeth no ſorrow, reſt 
++ and remain with yon. May you increaſe in Wi 
„ knowledge, in faith and in every grace. Max 
he guide you in every path of life. Grant ou 
many domeſtic bleſſings, and many of the con- 
+ ſolations of faith to cheer your hearts amid the *<f 
** afflictions of humanity. May the animating hope} 
of glory ſupport your minds in the gloomy hour 
« of death. And may you meet with acceptance” * 
in the general judgment. May none of you then 
*+« witneſs againſt me for unfaithfulneſs. Nor may: | 
your miniſter witneſs againſt any of you be- 4 | 
© cauſe of your unbelief and vour obſtinate re- 4 | 
jection of the goſpel, but may he have many 14 
for a crown of joy, and rejoicing in that day. A 
And may we all meet in heaven to ſing the Ji 

** praiſes of the Lamb who was ſlain, and hath re-„ 
*+* deemed us to God by his blood.” ; 


Theſe are and ſhall be the Econ and ardent 


prayers of 
Vour e Miniſter, and 
Servant in the Goſpel, 
EDINBURGH, JOSEPH ROBERTSON. 


March 19. 1794. 
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No high-rais'd buſt of monumental ſhow, 


The faireſt flow'rs that deck'd the verdant field, 


For that lov'd form that's now for ever fled, 


LINES BY A MOURNING. MOTHER ON THE 
DEATH OF AN INFANT SON. 10 


N ſculptur'd marble here to ſpeak thy worth, 
Nor letter'd ſtone to call thy mem'ry forth ; 


Nor the fine ſketch of emblematic woe : 
But real grief theſe plaintive lines impart, 
Drawn from the tablet of an aching heart, 


And mould'ring lies conſigu'd among the dead. 
That lily-white, and roſy-bluſhing face, 

Is now for worms a prey to ſad diſgrace : 

Ah! view him now, and what he latte hath been, 
And mourn the fatal conſequence of fin, 

The op*mng bloſſom juſt appear'd in fight, 
Gain'd the fond eye, aud added to delight. 


Did not more beauty nor more fragrance yield. 
But ſore afflictions did at once invade, 

And o'er his luſtre caſt a dreadful ſhade. 
Though young, and ſmiling fair, death would not 2 | 
But, unrelenting, ſummon'd him away. 


Be this, my ſoul, devoutly underſtood, - L 
And learn the end of all created good. 
Hail happy Babe! thy bleſſed ſpirit's gone F 

To put, I truſt, thy Savior's glories on. 

| Now with thy God acceptance thou. haſt found, £ 
And with immortal happineſs art crown'd, 
Tranſlated from a world of ſin and. ftrite, $ 
From all the ills and miſeries of life, 
No heart-diſtreſſing care thou e&'er wilt know, 1 
Nor ſorrows that await us here below. 
Eſcap'd from ſuares, unwary youth fall in, þ 


And ere temptation led thee on to fin, 


„The parent's figh will never heave thy breaſt, 
Nor dire diſeaſe approach thy ſacred reſt. 


— 


ü G 

| mourn thy abſence with the keeneſt pain, 

et would not wiſh to have thee here again 3 Y 
For, O! what trials in a ſuture'day, ug 
light have been thine, had longer been wy fy 2 
ay I but meet thee in yon azure hies, OILS, 
hen the laſt trump ſhall bid my body riſe, --- -- / 
and fondly claſp thee to my breaſt:onee; Wore! 
With thee, my Savior, and my God adore; -- WS + 
Calmly I'd — till death ſhould ſet ine free, N 
And waft my longing ſoul to heav'n and thee. 


\ 
» 033 


ODE ON THE DEATH or. A cn. 


Teſus ſaid unto them, Super inte Ates to; come a me, ond 1 
" them not : for of fur is the kingdom of Ge. There frail be no - 
mare thence an infant f days, non an old. man that bath nol Rites his” 


days : for the child ſball die au bundred wears ot . 2 5 
„West ra. ieee hege. | 


— 
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LSE, PERS: 5 by thy Ulelels fide,” mw at EL 
Penſive, retir'd with” grief. Gerborne: 7677245 


Lovely in death, my darling pride. 
Thee, the long weeping Muſe ſhall mourn. * Lara 

Farewel ! thou deareſt in my heart, 2 i ä 
Whom neither tears nor prayers could ſave: | 

'11s death's redoubled pain to part, „ 
And leave ſuch beauty in the . 

Strong was thy wiſdom, wond*rous child: f: 12 
Active andbright its early Tay: | | 

Thy temper grateful, winning, mild; 
And love rul'd all the ſmiling day. 

Ah me! that once ſuch fweetneſs grac'd? 

Thoſe winning ſmiles, the angel-form, 


bd 


5 The death of a ſon of 3 years and about 6 months, the * be · 
fore the concluſion of the printing of this book, induced the author to 
inſert the two following hymuts. - Other parents may have ſimilar 
keiings : and alſo ſi uilar afflictions. 

Corruptions 


* 


0 * 
a 's greedy train ſhall waſte— 

The mould'ring duſt, the feaſting worm. 
That tongue, whoſe gentle pra as bleſt; 

That hand whoſe tender touc 
No more with kiſſes ſhall be preſt, 

No more my fondling boſom warm. 
Where thy lov'd ſight could once rejoice. 

Now, forc'd thine abſence to ſuſtain, | 
Mine ear waits liſt'ning for thy voice ; 

J turn and feek thy glimpſe in vain. 
By night my eyes the ſearch repeat, 
Sad to the glittering ſkies they roll: 

« Tell me,” I ſay, the happy ſeat ; 
Say, where reſides the bliſsful ſoul!“ 
Yet with bright hopes in diſtant view, 
My faith, inſtructed by the rod, 

Bids the falſe joys of earth adieu, 

And bos before the ſovereign God. 
Happy for thee, ſo ſoon, ſo well, 

To *ſcape the woes which life annoy : 
To part, with few ſad- tales to tell, 

ith no black grief to damp thy joy. 
Till the laſt hour of general doom, 

- Kind angels guard the precious truſt ; 
Lock the cold chambers of his tomb, 

And timely wake his ſlumb' ring duſt. 
That day ſhall bring. thee to my fight ; 

Thy — ſhall my joys reſtore: 
Fill me, thou thought, with vaſt delight, 

When death ſhall never part us more. 


could charm ; 8 


A PA- 


(*) 


A PARENT'S GRIEF ON THE DEATH OF A 
CHILD. 


2 Sal. xii. 22, 23. 


ND is he gone! — my much lov'd child no more ! ! 
Sleeps he in death who lately gave me joy ! 
Ah yes, he's gone !—and fet me now deplore 
My dear (and oh how dear!) departed boy. 
Oft have I mourr'd, and oft have told my grief 
To Hun who gives to all their life and breath, _ 
For who could tell, but Heaven would ſend relief ? 
| pray'd while yet he liv'd—but now he ſleeps in death ? ! 
Ah yes, my child is gone —to grieve how vain: 
If weeping could avail, I'd weep a fleod, 
Nor prayers nor tears can bring my- child again, 
Could 1 diflolve my eyes in tears of blood, 
I'll chide my .griefs—no more my ſorrows flow— 
Or, if I mourn, letemeek ſubmiſſion. hear, 
My heav'nly Father ſent the mortal blow, 
Nor ſhould an earthly parent think it too ſevere. 
Why ſhould I weep? and weep theſe tears in vain ? 
too {hall ſhortly quit this mortal ſcene ; 
In death my child and I ſhall mcet again; 
Short is the ſpace, and but a ſpan. between. 
Why ſhould I weep? To die is richeſt gain: 
W ould I recall my child from heav'uly bliſs ? 
Tis death that ſhuts the avennes of pain. 
Denarted ſaints are bleſt—and dwell ow Jeſus i is. 
Oh! let me grieve at nought but curſed tin ! 
'Twas fin that gave to tyrant Death his pow'r; 
Yes, let me new repentant griefs begin, 
And learn to bleſs affliftion's painful hour. 
My child is gone !—and {till theſe tears ariſe 
'i think of him, who was the Man of Gtief:“ 
| He wept, and dy'd, and reigns above the ſkies, 
He reigns, and loves, and gives me ſweet and bleſt 
relief, 
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ungodly Perſou requeſting admittance to the Lord's Ta- 


ble, * — N 5 — — 


£ 


DLiato — rg karten HAndrenicus a Miniſler, and Elandor a 


religious young n agſiring to e of = Holy Sa- 


crament, 


Dialoge between Theophilus a Miniſier, and Zaccheus an 
aged Perſon requeſting aumittance for the firlt time to the 


Lord's Supper, | - 


A Lever from Fiducius to Junia, giving an account of the 
reformation of Contemnus, and wad his Arne to Ihe 


Lord's Tale, bs * 
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A LETTER TO A FRIEND, 


CONCERNING | © 


The Obligation to commemorate the Dzatu of 
JESUS. 


C 


—— 


This do in remebrance of Me. bil 
| | LUKE xxii. 19. 
Dear FRIEND, r ts 


BrxzvolkNcE and true piety 
are inſeparable companions. Of this ſacred hiſtory 
affords many proofs. 'In every age the man of 
0. piety hath ſhewn an ardent concern for the beſt inter- 
eſts of mankind. The venerable Moſes was an- emi- 
nent inſtance of this. He ardently loved his country- 
men. He labored to reclaim them, and to guide them 
5. in the ways of peace. In the evening of life he repre- 

tented unto them, in the moſt lively colors, the benefi- 
cial effects of piety, and the ſad effects of vice. And, 
After enumerating the dire ful calamities which were to 
| deſcend upon the rebellious, he exclaimed, ſaying, Oh 


that they were wiſe, that they underſtood this, that i) wh 
8. they would confider their latter end.” ati 
5 The good man cenſiders every action in life in cloſe 


connection with death. The beſt acquaintance with earth- 
ly things 1s a juſt conception of their vain and changing 
g. nature. The remembrance of our lattex end is a ftrong 
incentive to holineſs, It is mournful that men think 
Iſo ſeldom on death. The reflection of a moment will 
„ thew its importance, Death cloſes the eyes wpon the 
preſent ſcene. . Death breaks off the moſt favbrate pair 
5 p oſes. At his command the ſchemes to accumulate wealth, > 


SY 
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to acquire honor, and to gratify ambition muſt be 
laid aſide. The refined puiluits of literature alſo ceaſe 
in death. The learned and the unlearned mingle in the 
inactive toinb, Death ſeparates intimate friends and 
dear relatives. In that ſeparation many a pang is giv- 
en to the human heart. Death diflolves the connection 
between the ſoul and the body But, viewed as con- 
nected with eternity, who can deſcribe the horrors of 
death to the wicked? They are eternally ſeparated from 
the means of grace. As the tree falleth fo will it ly.“ 
„The wicked are driven away in their wickedneſs'— 
driven to the, tribunal, of God, to receive according 
to their ungodly deeds ;—to receive the puniſhment 
due to the violation of God's laws, and the negle& of 
religious ordinances to reap the fruits of blaſphem- 
aus oaths, and of the profanation of holy ſabbaths to 
be puniſhed for diſobedience to parents, and contempt of 
. fuperiors. There the aſlaſſin, the adulterer, the falſe 
: wearer, and the coyctous man who is an ar” ſhall 
be rewarded according to their works. But of all offen- 
ders, tenfold vengeance,awaits the hypocrite, who hav- 
ing a form of godlineſs, and deny ing the power thereof,” 
labors to impoſe even upon God. In vain, Fuman 
language itruggles to expreſs the direful puniſhment 
connected with theſe crimes. And when' reaſon her- 
fclf acknowledges . this, O how melaucholy the con- 
lideration, that reaſonable creatures proceed in that line 
of conduct which expoſes them to the diſpleaſure of the 
Moſt High ! 

1 was led to theſe refletions, my friend, by witneſling 
rhe ſad end of a wicked man, upon hearing his bitter 
lamentations over his ungodly conduct, and particularly 
becauſe | he had. lived even to old age without comme- 

norating the dauth of C brit. This circumſtance re- 
minded me that I had not anſwered Four laſt letter, 1n 
which.you requeſted: my ſentiments concerning the ex- 
tent of the, obligation to that duty. 


ts 


Ihe Serge rain of your letter indicates a mind in 
no 


— 
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no ſmall heſitation. This is particularly evident Ram. 
the interrogation: * Does it appeat that all Chriſtians, 
„when arrived at maturity, are bound to communi- 
« cate?” Moved with an ardent deſire for the fpiritual 
improvement, and actuated with the pureſt affection 
towards my friend, I ſhall endeavor to anſwer this im- | 
portant queſtcon. | 

Numerous ate the arguments which prove, That 
AL. Chriſtians are bound to commemorate the Death 
6 of Jeluy,* * 

The reaſonable nature of man, proves the univerſal 
obligation to religion. Thougtr the human mind is 
become depraved, yet reaſon approves of religion. In 
every fituation in which man hath been found, in ſome 


form or another, he hath ſhown an inclination to ac- 


knowledge and to ferve a ſuferior Being. So deeply 
is this, ſentiment written on the human heart, that 
wherever man hath fixed his habitation, remples have 
been reared, and religious aſſemblies held. Human 
darkneſs and depravity have, indeed, in no inflance 
diſplayed their exiſtence more clearly, than in the 
article of religion, While this circumſtance, how- 
ever, hath ſhown the darkneſs and the depravity of 
man, it hath alſo ſhown that a principle is implanted. 


in man, which calls upon the creature to adore the 


Creator, Can any thing be more equitable? Are all 
indebted to God for exiſtence, and for continued pre- 
ſervation? Then all are bound to venerate and to ſerve 
him. Obedience is the duty of a dependent. Man is 
dependent upon God: To him men owe their various 
powers; therefore all theſe thould be devoted to his 
lervice. Can any ſentiment be more conſonant to un- 
corrupted reafon ? Can any thing be a greater diſgrace 
to man than irreligion ?. If any line of conduct what- 
ever, can prove a diſgrace to a reaſonable creature, it 
certainly is rebellion againſt God. 

Reaſon herſelf enforces à pro/e/ion of religion. It 
is a fatal miſtake of the multitude, fooliſhly to ima- 
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gine that mankind are at liberty to aſſume a profeſſion 
of religion, or not, at pleaſure, Nothing can be more 
abſurd : For ſince man is formed and ſupported by 
God, he muſt be accountable to him, and is bound, by 
the moſt ſacred ties, to revere his glorious perfections. 
No propoſition is more obviouſly true than this, That 
creation gives a right to poſſeſſion ; and alſo, That poſ- 
ſeſſion gives a right to diſpoſal. May not God do with 
his own as he pleaſeth? Now in what manner God hath 
diſpoſed of man in this reſpect, is ſufficiently evident, 
both from the notices of nature, and from the voice of 
_ revelation. In the accents of majeſtic authority, he hath 
commanded him, that whether he eat or drink, or what- 
* ſoever he doeth, to do all to the glory of God.“ And it 
is univerſally acknowledged, that God is glorified by a 
genuine profeſſion of religion, and a correſpondent con- 
verſation. By having a converſation becoming the 
man and the chriſtian ; laboring neither to offend God, 
nor to lead others to offend him. Such conduct is pro- 
duced by the influence of the divine Spirit, and ſuch 
conduct glorifies our Father who is in heaven. Nor 
can any man neglect a profeſlion, of religion, without 
diſgracing his reaſonable. nature. 

But you know, my friend, that baptiſm alſo conſti. 
tutes an obligation to aſſume a profeſſion of religion, 
and, by conſequence, to celebrate the death of Jeſus. 
We who dwell in a chriſtian country were, in our 1n- 
fant days, dedicated to God in baptiſm. By this gate 
we entered the viſible church. That ſolemn tranſac- 
tion 1mplies an engagement to renounce the devil, the 
world, and the fleſh, and to be the ſervants of the living 
God. Hence, if this ſolemn vow is not renewed by a 
perſonal dedication to the ſervice of God, by fitting 
down at his table, it is in action renounced. The na- 
ture of this tranſaction is ſuch, that we muſt either 
renew it, or we renounce it, For it was done when 
wie could not act for ourſelves. Reaſon had not then 


begun to exert her intelligent vigor. Therefore if that 
ſolemn 
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ſolemn vow is not renewed when we come to mature 
years, this is declaring by our actions, which ſpeak the 
moſt unequivocal language, Our parents dedicated us 
to God in our infancy, but we diſapprove of their con- 
duct; therefore we will totally revoke that ſolemn 
« tranſaQion, and walk on in the way of our own hearts.“ 
This conduct is both unreaſonable and ungrateful. It 
may juſtly be aſked, * Do ye thus requite the Lord, O 
* fooliſh and unwiſe?“ Is it not mournful and degrad- 
ing to humanity, that any ſhould renounce the ſerviee 
of the living God, and embrace the ſervice of the prince 
of darkneſs | Why ſhould any intelligent creature thus 
act, and by a criminal negligence ſhow, that he renoun- 
ces his baptiſm ? 

But the authority of the eternal King 1s interpoſed 
in this matter. The ſacred Oracles declare, that every 
ſon of faith hath a reſpect to all the commandments of 
God. Since, therefore, it is a leading feature in the 
character of a good man, that he hath. a reſpe& to ALL 
the commandments of God ; it follows that no good 
man, when opportunity is afforded, can negle& to obey 
the dying command of Jeſus, without ſtaining his cha- 
racter. Nor is the will of God unknown in this mat- 
ter. Do this in remembrance of me,' is the ſtatute 
of heaven. A command neither ambiguous nor inde- 
terminate, but expreſſed in the moſt plain and poſitive 
language. Nor was this injoined merely upon his im- 
mediate diſciples ; but alſo upon all his ſucceeding fol- 


lowers. For the death of Chriſt is to be ſhown forth 


until he come again.“ The exiſtence of the goſpel, 


and the exiſtence of this ordinance ſhall be of equal du- 


ration, And who dare deny that Jeſus is our eternal 
judge, our Lawgiver, and our King? 

Hence, all are unqueſtionably bonnd to obey this 
command, and the negle& thereof expoſes to his awful 
diſpleaſure. Every man who hears the goſpel 1s under 
indiſpenſible obligations to believe in the name of the 
Jon of God; and every one who believes in Jeſus: is 
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qualified to communicate. Oh how terrible then to be 

expoſed to the wrath of the almighty King! Inſpire 
tion faith, © where the word of a-king is, there is pow. 
der.“ But what is the word or the wrath of any one, 
nay, of all the kings of the earth, compared to the dif. 
pleaſure of the King of Kings, and the Lord of lords 
His hand ſhall ſind out all nis enemies.“ When he 
fits to judge he will ſay, Bring forth thoſe men who 
would not that I ſhould reign over them, and flay 
* them before me.” And ſure a continued negle& to 
commemorate the death of Jeſus, when living under 
the goſpel, is an abſolute cantempt of his authority, 
and a rejection of him as our Lord and King. 

This ſentiment is ſtrongly written in the injunctions 
concerning the ſacrament of the ancient church. The 
man who neglected to keep the paſſover was cut off 
from the ſociety of Iſrael ;—deemed unworthy to aſſo- 
clate with men, becauſe acting ſuch an irrational part 
towards God ;—excluded from the privileges. of that 
commonwealth, becauſe a contemner of the ſtatutes of 
the King and Lord of Iſrael. The exprefs appointment 
of this ordinance, the deſign thereof, and its various 
ceremonies, are narrated in the twelfth chapter of Exo- 
dus. In the ninth of Numbers we are informed that 
upon certain men being defiled with a dead body, that 
they could not keep the paſlover on the ſpecified day, 
the Lord ſpake unto the children of 1fſrac] ſaying, 
If any man of you, or of your poſterity, ſhall be un- 
clean by reafon of a dead body, or be in a journey 
* afar off, yet he {hall keep the paſſover unto the Lord. 
The fourteenth day of the ſecond month at even they 
* ſhall keep it. But the man that is clean, and is not 
in a journey and forbeareth to keep the paſſover, 
even the ſame ſoul ſhall be cut off from his people, 
* becauſe he brought not the offering of the Lord in his 
appointed ſeaſon, that man ſhall bear his ſin.“ This 
paſſage is ſo nervous and ſo explicit, as to require no 
explanation, And permit me to add, that this paſſag? 
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claims the moſt ſerious confideration of all thoſe who 
habitually neglect to keep our New Teſtament paſſo- 
ver. So exactly correſpondent were the ſentiments of 
the early chriſtians, that in ſeveral ancient ſynods it 
was decreed, that whoever did not communicate eve- 
« ry third Lord's day at leaft, ſhould be cut off from 
e the church,” 

it alſo appears, that the Lord's ſupper cothmenced 
in the paſſover. 5 
fant diſpenſation. Paul ſays to the New Teſtament 
Church concerning the Lord's ſupper, * Chriit our paſ- 
* ſover was ſacriticed for us.“ Their paſſover repre- 
ſeated a Savior who was yet to come, and whoſe blood 
was y2t to be ſhed: But our 
tion of Chriſt who was already ſacrificed for us, Blood 
accompanied the firſt paſſover, becauſe the blood of a- 
tonement was not then ſhed : but there is no blood at- 
tending the Lord's ſupper, becauſe the blood of atone- 
ment hath already ſtreamed in order to ſprinkle many 
nations. | : 

But the Author, and the Object of both ſacraments 
are one. The external ſymbols are indeed in many 
reſpects different, yet the materials of the Lord's ſup- 
per were obviouſly taken from the paſſover. In the 
celebration of the paſſover, it was uſual for the maſter 
of each family to take the unleavened bread and to 
break it, and to give it to his houſehold, ſaying, 
This is the bread of affliction which our fathers did 
* eat in Egypt.“ This bread our Lord took, and break 
it in the celebration of his laſt paſſover ; and by faying 
unto his diſciples, * This is my body which is broken 


for you, ' he converted the ancient Jewiſh cuſtom of the 


maſter of the family into a New Teftament” command 
to all his followers. The maſter of every family in 
Iſrael alſo took the cup, and bleſſed it, and gave it to 
his family to drink, calling it the ,cup of the hymn, be- 
cauſe they immediately alter ſung an hynm and con- 
cluded the ſolemn ſervice. This cup our Lord took in 
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his laſt paſſover 


Lord's ſupper. 


4 92 
' and having bleſſed it and given thanks 
* heigave it to his diſciples, ſaying, this is the cup of 
© the New Teſtament 1n my blood, ſhed for the remiſſion 
of ſins, drink ye all of it; and by ſo ſaying he took the 
cup in the Jewiſh paſſover, and made it the cup of the 


By his authority he conſtituted it the 
cup of the New Teſtament hymn, which the church 
in all ſucceeding ages ſhall ſing with joyful hearts to 
Jeſus for redeeming love. 

Is it not in alluſion to this ceremony, and in alluſion 
to the exerciſe of praiſe ſo ſuitable at a communion 
table, that the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper is deno- 


minated the thankſgiving?? And had not Paul this 


cuſtom in view when he ſaid, © The cup of bleſſing which 
* we bleſs, is it not the communion of the blood of 
* Chriſt; and the bread which we break, is it not the 
* commumon of the body of Chriſt??? 

There is alſo a peculiar fitneſs in the bels of 
bread and wine to repreſent goſpel bleſſings. In al- 
moſt country and clime, bread and wine are to 
be found. Bread is the ſtaff of life and Frengtheneth 
the heart of man.“ Chriſt is the ſpiritua! life of the 


faithful, and he ſaid, © I am the living bread who 


* came down from heaven ; if any man eat of this bread 
* he ſhall live for ever; and the bread that 1 will give 
is my fleſh, which I will give for the life of the world. 
Wine cheareth the heart of man. Chriſt is alſo the 
conſolation of Iſrael, Hunger and thirſt are the moſt 

werful ſenſations of man; the ailaying of theſe con- 
ſtitute his chief natural felicity. With ſingular pro- 
priety, therefore, that proviſion which is made for fa- 
miſhing ſouls in the goſpel-feaſt is repreſented by bread 
and wine, But as an actual participation of food is 


abſolutely neceſſary in order to natural ſupport, and as 
an actual participation of the paſſover was abſolutely 
neceſſary in order to ſave from the ſword of the de- 
ſtroying angel, ſo an actual reception of Chriſt by faith 
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is abſolutely neceſſary in order to ſave _ from the wrath 
to come. 

Singular indeed is the light which the paſſover FIRE 
upon the Lord's ſupper. Indiftin& and obſcure will 
be our conceptions of the nature of the Lord's ſup- 
per without a proper acquaintance with the nature 
of the paſſover. The Old Teſtament ceremonies are 
fraught with goſpel bleſſings. The goſpel was preach» 
ed unto the Jews as well as unto the Chriſtians. Yes, 
more than temporal bleſſings hung upon the branches 
of theſe ancient trees, Their ſhadowy leaves were full 
of fruit for the healing of the nations, 


It is written that the external ſplendor of * fo. 


cond temple was inferior to the temple of Solomon, 
yet it was ſaid, the glory of this latter houſe ſhall be 

greater than that of the former.” In a ſimilar manner, 
though the external ſplendor of this latter ſacrament 
is leſs than the former, yet it excels both in ſpiritual 
repreſentation, and in glory, It was the ſaying of the 
benevolent friend of men, * This 1s my blood of the 
New Toſtament, which is ſhed for many for the re- 
* miſſion of ſins.“ In all things the pre-eminence be- 
longs to the chriſtian diſpenſation. Does not the ſub. 
{tance far excel the ſhadow ? That ſacrament, my friend, 
only commemorated the reſcue of Abram's ſons from 
Pharoah's bondage: but this the reſcue of Adam's ſons 
from Satan's ſlavery. That was only the type of him 
who was to come: but this the memorial of him who 
was dead and behold he is alive, and lives for evermore, 
and hath the keys of hell and of death.“ That com- 
memorated the ſprinkling of the blood of the ſelected 
lamb of che flock, this commemorates the ſhedding of 
the blood of the choſen Lamb of God. That was by 


Moſes, this was by Chriſt. That was the ſacrament 


of the Old, this, the ſacrament of the New diſpenſation. 
Therefore may we not conclude, that in as far as this 
ordinance excels that, of ſo much greater puniſkment 


are they counted worthy, who deſpiſe and neglect this, 
than 


Ae 
than thoſe were expoſed to who deſpiſed and negleRed 
that. No ſituation, nor accident exempted from a to- 
tal neglect of the paſſover. May we not then boldly 
aver that no fituation or accident can excuſe an habitual 
neglect of the Lord's ſupper ! | 

The command of ' Jeſus is both expreſs and alſo 
univerſal. It includes all the diſciples of Jelus ; there. 
fore, that man who neglects it, declares to all that he 
is not a diſciple of Jeſus. The obſervance of | the paſ. 
ſover was enjoined upon all the congregation of II. 
rael, and all thoſe who negleQed it were excluded 
their ſociety. The obſervation of the goſpel ſolemni- 
ty is alſo enjoined upon all chriſtizns, and all thoſe 
who neglect it exclude themſelves from the ſociety of 
the faithful. Not however that it is argued in be- 
half of promiſcuous admiſſion; but certainly all enjoy- 
ing the light of the goſpel, ought fo to live as that they 
may have a right to partake of the ſolemn ordinange. 
Or in other words all ought to believe on the name, 
of the Son of God, that ſo, having true faith, they may 
in a worthy and beneficial manner eat and drink at his 
facred table. : 

But I have no leiſure longer to purſue this ſubje& at 
preſent. Perhaps I may produce more evidence. on a 
future occaſion, Wiſhing you much domeſtic and 
ſpiritual combart; F am, Dear Friend, Yours, &c. 


£ DO this in remembrance of me! It is the voice of 
© my Lord; and leit I ſhould think it was directed 
only to his twelve diſciples, or the chriſtians of the 
„ firſt ages, Saint Paul aſſures me, that this ordinance 
is to run parallel with time; and by it the church 
is to ſbew forth Chriſt's death till he come. Conſider, 
« O my ſoul! Is the Lord at hand? Will he ſurely 
* come quickly 2 | How {ſhall I anſwer it on that day, 
that I have neglected ſo expreſs a command. A com- 
* mand not couched in ambiguous and uncertain terms, 
but delivered in as plain and poſitive expreſſions as 
any in the Bible.“ Dr. EARLE. 
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LETTER TO A FRIEND, 
0 ON THE SAME SUBFECT. 
1e ; 
1— 
{ FED 
> II are my friends, if ye do whatever I command . 
i- Journ xv. 14. 


ſe Dear Fax, 


Anoxc the various pleaſures 
* Wrcſcmbling thoſe of heaven, of which the faithful are 
J Wpcrmitted to taſte on earth, that of chriſtian converſa- 
e. Ition is nome of the leaſt. In the hour of religious 
e, converſation the holy foul often experiences a large 
yy Eportion of joys ſimilar to thoſe of heaven. Pourin 
is Wout his ſpiritual complaint unto his brother, his heart 
is both eaſed and comforted. Speaking of the won= 
at lers of redeeming love, his heart burns with ardent love 
a Fowards God and towards all men. Comparing the 
1d calings of the Lord with his ſoul, together with the 
alings of the Lord towards the ſoul of his brother, 
be learns to ſuppreſs every murmur. By mutual con- 
of Nrerſation alſo they improve in knowledge and edify one 
ed Faother. But the pleaſures connected with ſpiritual 
he Wonverſations exceed deſcription. In the degenerate 
ce ay the godly, as the fearers of the Lord in the days 
i the prophet Malachi, © ſpeak often one to another.” 
Nor will the Lord be leſs gracious to his people in any 
ze than in that declining day, of whom it is added, 
And the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of 
n- E remembrance was written before him for them who 
5, Hatred the Lord, and that thought upon his name, 
as Res | 
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And they ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, in 
that 2 when I make up my jewels ; and I. will 
l ſpare them, as a man ſpareth his own ſon that ſerveth 
him.“ Nj 

It is to be lamented, that in this degenerate day this 
important duty is ſo much neglected by the godly. They 
are not only become aſhamed of Chriſt before the men 
of the world, but alſo either {low or aſhamed to ſpeak 
of him to one another. Sure there is an endleſs ſtore 
of rational, improving, and ſpiritual converſation afforded 
by the experience of the ſaints, and by the wonderous 
icheme of mercy. And to obtain an accurate concep- 
tion of the various ways in which God leads his peo. 
ple, and an extenſive acquaintance with the doctrines of 
the goſpel, muſt be of all the numerous pleaſures of 
converſation the moſt important. * The ſcriptures make 
© wiſe unto ſalvation.” It is matter of ſtrong conſolation 
to your friend that the art of writing affords the means 
of carrying on the pleaſant and the edifying converſa- 
tion, interrupted by diſtance of place. Our laſt conver- 
ſation of this kind was reſpecting the extent of the o- 
bligation to commemorate the death of Jeſus. Then! 
mentioned that it appeared to be binding upon all chriſ. 
tians, from a conſideration of our rational nature 
from being baptiſed, —and alſo from the dying com- 
mand of Chriſt. 

The obligation to this beneficial duty may farther be 
ſhown, from the kindneſs of Chriſt manifeſted towards 
the human race. The ſpecial uſe of this ordinance in 
the church, is to commemorate the mighty works of 
Jeſus in behalf of forlorn men. Therefore, ſhould all 
negle&t it, what would be the melancholy conſequence: 
Had it not been for the obſervation of this ſolemnity, it 
15 difficult to aſcertain what might have been the fate 
ol chriflianity long before this advanced period of ſo- 
ciety. In this view its importance is great. Ho 
baſe to neglect to celebrate the great goodneſs 0! 
 Chrif: ! Hath the Eternal Son of God left the throne 
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in of glory to dwell with men? Did he condeicend to 
ill obey the law,. to endure temptation, —to ſubmit to 
th poverty, to reproach, to perſecution, to agonies, and to 
l death for men? Hath he done ſo much in their behalf? 
nis And hath he commanded them with his dying breath to 
ey keep this feaſt in remembrance of him, until he come a- 
en gain? Who then that hath obtained proper conceptions 
ak © of theſe things, would live in a habitual diſregard of 
"re that ordinance? It admits of no doubt, that every man 
ed who hath felt the operation of the divine Spirit, and hath 
us opportunity, yet lives in the neglect of commemorating 
p- the death of Chriſt, exceedingly errs. How inconſiſt- 
20-M ent to be a real belieyer, yet neglect this reaſonable ſer- 
of vice! What! a genuine diſciple of Jeſus, and not com- 
of  memorate his death A partaker of like precious faith 
ke with God's ele&, and not conſtrained by the love of 
on Chriſt to obey his dying command! What! to have 
ans obtained redemption through the precious blood of 
ſa-W Chriſt: and not cauſe his name to be remembered 
er- in all generations! Is this their Kindneſs to their beſt, 
o- and moſt generous friend? Do they thus requite 
uche Lord? Certainly theſe things ought not ſo to be. 
il. Never was an inſtance of benevolence or generoſity ex- 
— & Þibited, equal to that of Jeſus towards men; therefore, 
m- to diſobey his /aff command, is ſo baſe and ungrateful 
that language affords no name ſufficiently odious for ſuch 
bel conduct. The unerring record declares, that * greater 
rd; © love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
inf} © life for his friend.“ But the love of Chriſt aſcended 
offs higher, for he died for enemies. 
all The danger of negleQing alſo enforces the duty of 
ce communicating. The ſentiment of true Wiſdom in this 
„ü matter is, that it implies an inconſiſtency of charac- 
fate ter to be a genuine chriſtian, yet to live in the negled 
ſo. of this pleafing and honorable ſervice. This endan- 
owl gers the reputation: It is alſo a crime that God hath 
off ffireatened ſeverely to puniſh. If he threatens ſevere- 
ond I to puniſh the man who dares to profane this holy 
0 ordi- 
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ordinance, will he not alſo ſeverely puniſh that man 
who lives in the continued neglect of his royal man. 
date? Pateraal chaſtiſements are keenly felt. But up- 
on offending children paternal chaſtiſements will fall. 
Far of his children God ſays, * Yoo only have I known 
* of all the families of the earth, therefore, will I pun. 
* 1th you for your iniquities.“ From this threatening of 
the Father of all, ir appears ſufficiently evident, that he 
who neglects to commemorate the dying love cf Jeſus, 
greatly injures his own ſpiritual comfort. May he be 
farpriſed though his ſpiritual afflictions abound tho 
corruptions continue vigorous! though temptations pre- 
vail! —though the faſcinating charms of the world en- 
ſnare !\—though his confoclation be ſmall, and his holi. 
neſs lowly advance! But ought not every action in 
life to have a reference to death? And ſay, my friend, 
what a bitter ingredient in the cup of death is a regleR 
of this duty. When the world is retiring, and death is 
approaching, nature fainting, and eternity advancing in 
full view, what a pamful ſenſation, to recollect that a 
life of many years hath been ſpent, without a public 
and perſonal dedication to tie ſervice of the Moſt High. 
Oh what an inſupportable conſideration ! The ſoul re- 
volts, and ſhrinks back from ſuch a thought. O that 
the neglecter of this duty would calmly reflect upon 
this, and now prevent ſuch an agonizing thought from 
rending his ſoul amid the agonies of death, and in the 

view ol approaching judgment. 
Farther ; the vaſt advantages that the worthy receiver 
. may reap, call upon the children of faith to approach a 
communion-table. Baptiſm intraduces into the houſe 
-of God, the Lord's ſupper nouriſhes when we ate 
there. The body cannot long ſuſtain devoid of nou · 
Tiſhment, neither can the ſou) long experience happi- 
neſs devoid of ſpiritual nouriſiment. The one is fed 
of the earth, the other is fed of heaven. It wilb rea- 
dily be granted that the ſoul is nouriſhed by all thoſe 


means which God hath ordaincd for that purpoſe ; this 
however 


*to them that have no might he increaſeth ſtrength ;\— 
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however, is particularly the caſe in the celebration oS 
the Lord's ſupper. There, by viſble ſymbols, are ex- 
hibited the mercy, the love, and the peace of the Eter- 
nal Three who dwell on high. In rich profuſion the 
bleſſings of ſalvation are ſtored. Eternity itſelf hath 
been employed in preparing meterials to repleniſh this 
table. It is furniſhed from heaven. Men eat food ſu-- 
perior to that of. angels. The Sen of the Higheſt took not 
on him the nature of angels: but he took upon him the 
nature of men. He died to give his fleſh for the life of 
the world. Upon this ſacrifice the faithful are invited 
to feaſt. And while they feaſt, glorious are the con- 
ſequences, * The Lord giveth power to the faint, and 


communicates ſtrength to mortily the deeds of the fleſh, 
to vanquiſh corruption, and to rife ſuperior to depravity. 
The various graces of the divine Spirit are enlivened and 
invigorated. The weak in faith are eſtabliſhed, and the 
fearful in heart made ſtrong. Hope is animated with 
the glorious proſpects of futurity. The cold heart warm- 
ed, and love enſlamed to an unuſual height. The wan- 
d:ring obtain direction. The florrowful are made glad. 


The grovelling affect ions have been elevated and ſet Ofr- 
things above. Believers have ſeen the King of glory 


in his beauty, and have obtained a fight of the land that 
is afar of, God hath ſhown unto them what is the 
exceeding greatneſs of his love and mercy in the Be- 
loved. The righteous have their fellowſhip with the 
Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, through the eter- 
nal Spirit. Here, alſo the ſaints hold ſweet communion 
together, both as an earneſt and a foretaſte of heaven 
ſelicity, In joy kul accents they fing, ſaying, * We being 
many are one bread, and one body; for we. are all” 
' partakers of that one bread.” In this cup, all diſtine- 
tions and all anfmoſities ought to be forgotten. Be- 
hold.“ O ye ſurrounding angels, * how good and how . 
+ pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell together. in unity!“ 
C. 2. Here 


C 16 ) 
Here all orders of men meet together and mingle with. 
out the leaſt diſtinction of rank. And in heaven the 
faithful are gathered from every country, and from 
every clime, and fit down together, to ſing one ſong, 
and to praiſe one Savior. I hope my friend is no 
ſtranger to theſe joys. Nay, is he not about to exclaim, 
that language cannot unfold the one half of the great 
bleſſings enjoyed at a communion table. Oh, Sir, is there 
not in a variety of reſpe&s a refemblance between the 
pleaſant work of communicating, and the glorious 
work of heaven, This it true with reſpect to the ſo- 
ciety, the pleaſures, and the holy employments of 
that glorious place. Hail, happy day, when the righte- 


ous ſhall come to the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb! 


Glorious day! when all the redeemed {hall arrive from 
their wanderings in the manſions of glory !—when they 
come to feaſt upon the ever-ripe fruit of the tree of 
life ;=to have all their tears wiped away from their 
eyes; — to have all their mental powers refined and 
perfected, and fully gratified to ſee Jeſus face to 
face ;,—to be perfectly bleſſed in the ſull enjoying of 
Gad to all eternity.“ Thrice bleſſed are all they who 
© ſhall eat bread in the kingdom of heaven.” 

O my dear friend, may we encourage the animating 
hope of one day mingling in that holy ſociety, and 
tharing in theſe unſullied pleaſures, and ſhall theſe 
light 2 Hlictions which we are now called to endure, in 
due time work out for us a far more, even an exceed- 
ing and an eternal weight of glory ? Shall fuch ext 
perience the high honor to be arrayed in that fine 
linen which 1s the righteouſneſs of the ſaints ? Shall 
we have crowns of glory placed _ our heads, and 
palms of vicory put into our hands? Shall our ſorrows 
ful voices join the melodious notes of gountleſs hoſts, 
to celebrate the praiſes of God and of the Lamb? 
What! Shall we be permitted to ſing with a loud voice, 
| laying, - Worthy 1 is the Lamb who was {lain to receive 


* power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and 
, honor 
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honor, and glory, and . g. for he was lain, and 
hath redeemed us to God by his blood, out of every 
* kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation, and hath 
made us unto our God kings and prieſts.” O joy un- 
lpeakable and full of glory ! Be it then our care to con- 
tinne firm and ſteadfaſt unto the end. Let us endure, 
as ſeeing. him who is inviſtble ;—as thoſe who enter- 
tain ſuch glorious hopes ;—hopes and pleaſures which 
the human mind can neither fully conceive; nor hu- 
man language fully unfold. | 
Glancing back on the fietl which we have now tra- 
verſed, may I not aſk my friend, if the nature of man 
as a rational being, —the dedication to God in baptiſm, 
the expreſs command of Chriſt, his kindneſs towards 
the human race, — the danger connected with the ne- 
glect of this duty, —and the beneficial conſequences of 
worthy communicating, may I not aſk, if all theſe do 
not in the moſt forcible language teach, That all 
chriſtians are bound to commemorate the death of Je- 
ſus. Be it then our care never to neglect, but eagerly 
to embrace every opportunity of teſtifying our grati- 
tude and love to our dear Redeemer. Were I not ful- 
ly convinced of your exquiſite delight in religious ſub- 
jects, I ſhould greatly dread being chided in your next 
for this long epiſtle. Ardently wiſhing that you may 
increaſe in every heavenly grace, and experience ſtrong, 
conſolation i in the faith of Jeſus, I am, 
Dear Friend, yours, &c. 


« Bluſh, O my ſoul, and be aſhamed at ſo inconſiſt- 
ent a conduct! as to negle&t to commemorate the 
death of Chriſt, Either Chriſt is thy prince or he is 
not. F not, profeſs thyſelf an infidel, and renounce 
thy baptiſm. I be be, obey him in all that he re- 
« quires; and either believe that he has not made it 
„thy duty to remember bim, or yield a chearful ſub- 


jection in this, as well as other inſtances.” —_ 
Dr. EARLE. 
C 3 DIA- 


DIALOGUE, Fa 
BETWEEN | 
Fiovvcrus a Miniſter, and ConTEtmNus an un- 
godly perſon requeſting admittance to the Lords 
Table. 
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The ſucriſice of the wicked is an abomination : How much 
more when he bringeth it with a wicked mind. 
Y PRov. xxi. 27. 
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Fipuctus. 1 AM happy, Contemnus, to ſee you 
at my houſe. I hope your family are all well. 

ConTEMNUs. I ſuppoſe, Sir, you know the cauſe of 
my waiting upon you to-night. This evening being 
appointed for the purpole of converſing with thoſe who 
intend to come to the enſuing ſacrament— This cauſe 
lath brought me here. 
Fp. Communicating is important work and ought 
to be weighed with particular care. * A bold ventur- 
„ing upon an ordinance is but the ſacrifice of fools*,” 
Pray why are you requeſting admittance to this holy 


ordinance ? 
Con. Why: to obey the command of my Sayior, 


and to ſave my ſoul. 
Fip. No doubt it is the command of our gende 


therefore all are bound to yield obedience thereto. l 
am however much afraid, Sir, you ere greatly miſtaken 
when you imagine that communicating will faye you 
ſoul. Many, fooliſhly ſuppoſing this, have only harden- 
ed themſelves in fin, and at laſt have gone down to the 

rave with a lie in their right hand. 
Con, Wh 7 Sir, do you ſay ſo, when we are told that 
Chriſt 


* Dr, Oven. 
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Chriſt died to ſave ſinners, and this ordinance 1 19 kept. 
in remembrance? of his death? 

Fin. But, though in remembrance. of his death, it 
was not deſigned to ſave ſinners. Dear Sir, you give 
me reaſon to ſuſpect that you have erroneous concep- 
tions of this matter. For though. Chrilt died to fave 
the chief of ſinners, yet this. ordinance hath nothing 
meritorious in order to atone for fin, Nor was it 

Con. Excuſe my interruption : I mult inform you 
that I am not alone in this opinion. Lalt night I heard 
one ſay in a public company, that, Though he was none 
+ of thoſe flaming profeſſors who turn the world upſide 
* down about religion, yet he thanked God he made 
all right by fitting down at the table of the Lord.” 
This ſaying induced me alſo to aſk a anitance to that N 
ordinance. 

Fro. Ah, Contemnus, you conſtrain me to conclude, 
that your views of this ſolemn work are entirely wrong. 
I mult be free to tell you, that, when I ſaw you here 
to night, a fond hope overſpread my ſoul, that you was 
about to become a ſober man, and had abandoned your 
former courſes. I now however perceive quite the 
reverſe. Still you are ignoraut of the very firſt prin- 
ciples of religion, and of the ſolemn nature of the Lord's 
upper. Now, with forrow of heart, I learn, that what 
das brought Fon here is only an impious ſentente drop- 
ped from one of your ungodly companions. Like him 
you ſuppoſe that partaking of the ſacrament. will atone 
for your ungodly conduct, that ſo you may with redoùb- 
led vigor indulge in ſin, and ſerve the devil and your 
own luſts. 

Cov. Sir, remember that a miniſter ought to ſpeak 
charitably. 

Fid. Ah, but my friend would not with me to exer- 


ciſe charity at the expence of fidelity. Unfaithfulneſs 


in a meſſenger is peculiarly odious. It is required 
in ſtewards that a man be found faithful.” And ſure 


that charity is falſely ſo called which is not * 


$48; 
ed with fidelity, What is genuine charity but loving 
and doing good to our neighbour? And that never can 
be doing him good, which is deceiving him. Now pray, 
Sir, conſider what an erroneous idea it is to ſuppoſe, that 
communicating will atone for fin, Were you proper- 
ly acquainted with your Bible, you would there learn, 
. that this ordinance was prepared for the friends of je- 
ſus, and for them alone. Nor ſhould any 

Con. What, Sir, I muſt again interrupt you, will 
you ſay that I am not a friend of Chriſt ? Who would 
not love the Savior of the world ? | 

Frp. I have only to anſwer this queſtion in the 
words of Jeſas, It ye love me,' ſaid he, keep my com- 
mandments.“ Loving him and rebelling againſt him 
are quite inconſiſtent. Obedience is the unerring proof 
of friendſhip to Jefus. And you will excufe me, if, 
in compaſſion to your ſou}, I calmly aſk, can you 
pretend that you love Jeſus : ? Are there any of the 
traces of genuine love in your conduct? What! are 
Ignorance and profanity evidences of friendſhip to 
Chriſt? Is taking the glorious and dreadful name of 
God in vain, yielding obedience to the divine com- 
mand? Where is ſuch an injunction to be found? Not 
among the oracles of truth; nor 1 may add in any 
code of human laws. 

Farther, does not the third commandment in expreſs 
words prohibit ſuch conduct? Nor can you ſay, that 
drinking to intoxication is keeping the commands of 
Chriſt ? What a ſhocking idea to ſuppoſe that Jetus, 
who was perfectly holy, enjoined a reaſonable creature 
to throw away his reaſon in the gratification of a bru- 
tal appefite ;—enjoined him to benumb his mental 
powers, and to inflame his depraved paſſions to ſuch a 
degree, that his conduct has more the relembla.ice of a 
malignant ſpirit, than that of a reaſonable being ? 

hat! did ever fuch a command iflue forth from the 
Holy One of Iſrael ! Nay, on the contrary, hath he not 
given the moſt expreis commandment to act a different 
Patt: 
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CY © 
part: and,alſo denounced the moſt ſevere puniſhment 
upon ſucli notorious offenders? 82 | 

Cox. Sir, your manner of ſpeech approaches to rude» 
neſs, if not worſe, and entirely exhauſts my patience. 
Remember I am a gentleman. This is in reality no 
leſs than denominating me both a ſwearer and a drunks 
ard. Who could narrate fuch things of me? 

Fin. Oh, Contemnus, how ſtrong is the infatuation. 
of fin? Why attempt, either to conceal or to deny 
what is too obvious to all? Can you evade the charge? 
Can your own conſcience deny the melancholy fact? 

Cov. Ah, Sir, can you ſay that though a man ſhould 
ſometimes miſtake and become intoxicated ; or ſhould 
ſometimes pronounce an oath, that therefore on that. 
account he was to be eſteemed a drunkard or a ſwear- 
er? 1 27 
Fin. Contemnus, I ſhall not at preſent enter into the 
inquiry, how often a perſon mult be intoxicated before he 
be called a drunkard, nor how often he muſt ſwear before 
he be called a ſwearer, but of one thing I am certain, 
even this, that both are expreſsly forbidden by the 
law of God. And I am equally certain that no good 
man will indulge in either. Farther ; fince it is only 
good men who have a right to commemorate the death 
of Chriſt, I muſt, in diſcharge of the truſt committed 
unto me by the Lord, refuſe you admittance to that ſo- 
lemn feaſt. 

Con. What, Sir, would you be ſo cruel as to hinder 
me from taking the ſacrament, in order to have my fins 
taken away? If I am a great ſinner, I have the great- 
er neceſſity to go there. 

Fr. Far, far be it from me to oppoſe the ſal vation 
of your ſoul; I molt ardently pray for it, and would do 
any thing in my power to accompliſh ſuch a defirable 
end, I mult however in duty inform you, that your 
ideas of this ſolemn ſervice are altogether wrong. 
This opinion you ſeem to have adopted over the in- 

| toxicating 


6 
toxicating cup, from the mouth of an ungodly companion, 
The ſacred record knows no ſuch doctrine. Its uni- 
form doctrine is, that there is no other name given 
under heaven among men whereby we can be ſaved 
but the name of Jeſus Chriſt. If your opinion was 
Juſt, then it would be to make a Savior of the ſolemn 
ordinance, To make the performance of a duty the 


Savior of the ſoul. Nay, more, a ſingular kind of 


Savior indeed. Not a Savior from fin: but « 
Savior in ſin. One that purchaſed , indulgence to 
commit iniquity. Such, unqueſtionably would be 
the fact, if one might indulge in all manner of de- 
bauchery and profanity, and, by fitting down at the 
table of the Lord, remove all that contamination and 
guilt, Nor hath ſuch purification any other aim than 
to prepare to plunge afreſh into the mire of pollution, 
This would be not only to convert the ordinance of the 
Lord's ſupper into a meritorious Savior : but alſo in- 
to a miniſter of fin. In this view how could it deferre 
the name of an hoy facrament ? Farther ; in this ori- 
nance is repreſented the moſt intimate communton he- 
tween Chriſt and the holy foul. But can Chriſt have ſel- 
lowſhip with a fon of Belial? Can he have communion 
with a profane ſinner, {till going on in the practice of 
his abominations ? In this ſolemn ordinance the moſt 
affecting view of a crucified Savior is exhibited, that ſo 
the tears of penitence and of holy) joy may {tream from 
2 broken and a contrite heart. But can he grieve for lin 
whole chief pleaſure is to indulge therein? Can he. 
feel holy joy who rejoiceth only in iniquity ? Here alſo 
is exhibited the moſt ample diſplay ever given to mor- 


tals of the holineſs and glorious excellence of God. 


Are then, I aſk, ſuperſtition, ignorance, profanity, and. 
daring preſumption proper diſpoſitions to bring to this 
holy ordinance ? * 

Does not the-very nature of things evince how ri- 
diculous it would be to behold a man of ſuch a cha- 
rater at a communion table! What! to-day in the 
| : company 
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company of the drunkard, joining in his wanton ſong, 
irreligious and obſcene converfation, and to-morrow in 
the company of the people of God, ; Joining in their ſo- 
jemn ſervice and religious devotions ! To-day partak- 
ing of the cup of devils, which the cup of the drunk- 
ard certainly is, and to-morrow partaking of the cup of 
the Lord? O how horrible the guilt to approach the 
ſacred table, as it were ſtaggering with the cup of in- 
toxication in the hand! O how-1mpious, that the lips 
which were ſcarcely cloſed from ſwearing ſhould ap- 
proach a communion table, crying, Lord! Lerd ! Well 
may he ſay to ſuch, * Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and 
do not the things which I ſay ?? Reaſon herſelf bluſhes 
at ſuch conduct. It was the expreſhve ſaying of a 
godly divine : ** To harbor with us, and bring along 

* with us to the commemoration of the death of Chriſt 
„ uanmortifhed luſts and corrnptions, ſuch as we do not 
** continually and fincerely endeavor to kill and morti- 
„ fy, is to come and upbraid Chriſt with bis murderer, 
« inſtead of obtaining any ſpiritual advantage; what 
« can ſuch poor ſouls expect!“ 

Nay more, Sit, by your catechiſm you was taught 
in your youthſul days, that knowledge was negeflary 
to difcern the Lord's body, faith to feed upon him, 
alſo repentance, love, and new -obedience. Can you 
deny that theſe things are necefiary in order to aceept- 
able communicating ? Now, Sir, will you ſay that 
thou haſt knowledge to diſcern the ſpiritual nature of 
this ſolemn ſervice, when by thine own acknowledge. 
ment thou ſuppoſeſt partaking thereof will make atone- 
ment for thy ſins. This is not Knowledge proper for 
d1{cerning-the. Lord's body, Know for certain, that it 
is none of the ends of this ſacrament that it may atone 
for the fins. of men, in order that they may more than 
ever indulge in all manner of vice. This would be 
rendering it an unholy ordinance indeed; uſing it 10 
quite another purpoſe than ever was intended by the 
Holy One. His intention was, that his friends in obſer- 

ving 
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ving this ſervice might bear up the remembrance of 
his death and ſufferings in their behalf ;—that in ſo 
doing, the various graces implanted in their ſouls might 
be called forth into lively exerciſe ;—that, by virtue 
derived from Chriſt, they may grow in grace, and be 
nouriſhed up unto eternal life ; ;—that they may expe- 
rience the gracions manifeſtations of divine love and 
obtain bliſsful foretaſtes of endleſs felicity ; that they 
may know in enjoyment what is the exceeding great. 
neſs of God's love. 

Con, Dear Str, this is exactly what I was formerly 
ſaying, obtaining ſalvation by communicating. Have 
you not juſt now ſaid that at the table of the Lord men 
obtain a glorious foretaſte of eternal felicity ? 

Fid. True, I have ſo ſaid. But what kind of men 
are they who enjoy ſuch favors? Have you not been 
alfo told that they are the friends of Jeſus. That theſe 
alone have a right to go there, and that theſe alone will 
obtain the blefling repreſented by this ſpiritual inſti- 
tution? Nay more, have you not been informed that 
in the nature of things, holy perſons only can experi- 


" ence theſe exquilite and refined enjoyments ? I have alſo 


appealed to your catechiſm, which I ſuppoſe yon learn. 
ed in your youth, in confirmation of what was averred 
Nor do 1 contend that this is any more than human 
authority. It might have been added, that the church 
not only teaches, that a proper acquaintance with the 
nature of this ordinance, but alſo the exiſtence of ge- 
nuine faith, is neceſſary in order to beneficial communi» 
eating. And ſince all men have not faith, ſo all men 

are not proper gueſts for that facred feaſt. Nor can 
it be denied, that wherever true faith exiſts in the heart 
it will manifeſt itſelf in the life. Holy actions are the 
fruits of genuine faith. Hence every profane ſwearer, 
every notorious drunkard, every ignorant and profane 
perſon proves by his actions that he hath no faith; and 


conſequently that he hath no right to come to this ho- 


ly 
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„ey ſacrament. Nor can you deny, Sir, that ſuch is your 
reſent character. : £244. £=hemraF 

But if ' poſſible, to convince your on mind of this 
ſad fact, permit me to aſk you, Do you know any thin 
of the nature of faith? Have you any conception of 
the origin from whence it flows? Inſpiration ſays, faith 
cometh by hearing the word of truth. This hearing 
muſt either come by the reading of the ſcriptures, or 
the preaching of the goſpel, But can you ſay that you 
are one of thoſe who do not forſake the aſſembling of 
ty | themſelves: in the houſe of God? When was you in 
re the church? Seldom I ſee you there. How then can 
-n faith exiſt in your ſoul, when you neglect the only ap- 

pointed means for producing it? Can the ruſh grow. 
#* | without mire? Can faith be produced without hearing? 

The very ſeeds of genuine faith are the reports of di- 

fe © vine truth; therefore no true faith can exiſt where the 
:1 ſacred reports are unheard. And it is reaſonable to 
i. © conclude, that if you negle@ to hear the goſpel, you 
at will alſo negle& to read the word of God. Of this your 
ri. grots ignorance is full proof. pt SDA 
ſo But farther, as faith is a grace unſeen by the mor- 
n- tal eye, the real exiſtence thereof is aſcertained. by its 
ed fruits. Now, are the genuine evidences of faith dwel- 
an ling in your heart? Are theſe evidences groſs igno- 
ch rance of God and of divine things? Continued negle& 
he Jof religious ordinances ? Habitual ſwearing, drinking, 
re- and intemperance ? If ſuch are the evidences of genu- 
ni- ine faith, then allow me to ſay that you may lay claim 
jen IN fo real faith. But if, on the contrary, it is unqueſti- 
an Nonably certain, that all thoſe who have true faith dwel- 
art ling in their hearts, live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly 
the in the world, having a reſpe& unto all the command» 
er, ments of God, then the melancholy fact is too obvious, 
ane that as yet you are deſtitute of this heavenly grace, 
nd IN cherefore debarred by the ſacred oracles from approach. ' 
hos ing that holy table. Hence, in compaſſion to your ſoul, 
ly | * muſt refuſe you admittance, | | 


D C ON. Pray; 
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Cov. Pray, Sir, how is this compaſſion to my foul ? 
For though I do yot deny that | have ſometimes been 
guilty of theſe crimes, yet I acknowledge them, and 
am ſorry for them, and ſhall endeavor to he more Care. 
ful of my future conduct. | 

Fip. That will afford me the higheſt pleaſure; Al. 
low me however to tell you, that often there are ex- 
preſſions of ſorro for fin, and acknowledgments there. 
of, which are not accompanied with ſincerity. But ge- 
nuine repentance is a neceſſary qualification 1 in every 
communicant. 

. Con. Dear Sir, do not conſtrain me to call you rude, 
and again to ſay, that inſtead of being compaſlionate, 
you are exceedingly uncharitable and ſevere iu your 
cenſures. Why queſtion the Foy of my repentance 
from my own mouth ? 

Fir, Be not offended, my friend. In no inſtance is 
the teſtimony of a man admitted in his own cauſe. It 
is your future actions and not your. preſent expreſſions 
that muſt prove the reality of your repentance." It was 
the ſaying of a godly divine, That hypocritical and 
6 ſuperficial expreſſions ſignify nothing, but the pow- 
*« erftul work of grace and regeneration, which changes 
„ the heart;”” and ſcripture faith, out of the heart 
are the iſſues of life,” Admitting then that you are 
now heartily ſorry for fin, which is the utmolt extent 

of charity you require me. to indulge ; this will not 
prove your repentance ſincere. For, beſides ſorrow for 
lin, repentance implies * a turning from it unto God. 
Can it therefore be deemed uncharitable to inform you, 
that the quality of your preſent ſorrow will be aſcer- 
tained from the quality of your future conduct? That 
will prove this, either real or hypocritical, 

It merits alſo peculiar regard, that this is the very 
mark which our Lord hath given, by which to try the 
characters of profeſſors. * By their fruits ye ſhall know 
them.“ Be not offended, therefore, when you are in- 
tormed, that your external reformation muſt prove the 


reality 


Wa 
„ reality of your repentance before you have a right to 
aſcend a comunion table, Previous to that, new ©» 
4 | Þ<dience flowing from a new heart, dice&ted to proper 
ends, produced and 1nvigorated by ardeat love to God, 
mult diſplay their purifying effects in your conduct. 
L But you know, Sir, that for theſe, time is requiſite. 
ve not diſpleaſed when I requeſt you to delay this ſo- 


ar In work, and if your conduct before another ſolem- 
* nity ſhow your reformation, then with plealure you 


| will be admitted. | 


- 
— 
@ + - — 2 — — — — - = 
1 — — 
0 = — — OC — 
* AED — - 
— — 3 — I o a - - 
— — —— anm——__ 2 - ra — 2 — a = 4 . 
# as ky, ö * — * — 
1 * þ, \ 44 — — 
D. — * * Pug AE LS * 0 A Wipe 16445 a & . x 

. - o bo \ 4 = a 

9 N . 8 o % - 2 1 * 


1 Allow me further to remind you, that if you take 

lo oſfence at the freedom 1 have now uſed, a ſtrong evi- 1 

te. dence will be afforded of your want of proper diſpoſi= | 

ar tions. Conviction mult fill your mind that I have Jil 

ce done no more than my duty: Hence no juſt cauſe of 1 
offence. Vour conduct has impoſed upon me a very 1 

1 unpleaſant taſk. Believe me, Sir, it would have afford - [ 

It <4 more pleaſure if no cauſe of a refuſal had exiſted. x 

* Nor will the pleaſure be ſmall upon the removal. Be 

8 admoniſned, therefore, ſpeedily to abandon your ſinful 1 

ad! caurſes. Endeavor to cauſe the genuine nature of FH 

vw. our repentance appear by a change of life,” Let not 

ges your religion be the blaze of the moment, | but the in-. 

t creaſing flame of an holy life. The path of the juſt 

= is like the ſhining light, that ſhineth more and more 

nt uato the perfect day.“ Let not your, reformation, 

not therefore, be from groſſet crimes merely, but a turn- 

for! ing from all manner of ſin. From the moſt darling 


wy luſt, and wnhallowed practice. Of Herod. we read that 
he reſpected John, heard him gladly, and did man 
things, yet ſtill he held faſt his darling luſt, {till he 
nat! went on in his ungodly courle of cruelty, uncleanneſs, 
haughtineſs, and impiety, until vengeance overtoook 
him in an untimely death. Partial reformation plun- 
ſl bes deeper in-guilt. He who once ſeemed to ſet out 
well-in the ways of religion and afterwards turns back, 
haſtens with double ſpeed to the pit of deſtruction. 
= Cry then mightily to God, for mercy. ' Seek the 
lity D 2 , Land 


1 


Sf 2» | 

Lord with thy whole heart. He is the hearer of pray- 
er. He will be found of yon. He is the Father of 
mercies. . The God of love. He hath ſo loved the 
= © world that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
= - ** ſoever believeth in him might not periſh but have 
— everlaſting life.” What could he have done more 
for his forlorn and finful offspring? He is in Chriſt ge- 
conciling ſinners to himſelf, hot imputing unto believihg 
men their treſpaſſes, He invites, nay intreats, all to 
come to receive the bleſſing of ſalvation. Hear his 
own overpowering entreaties. Ho! every one that 
« thirfteth tome ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
* money, come ye, buy, and eat, yea, come, buy wine 
and milk without money, and without price.“ Let 
* the wicked forſake his way, and the unrighteovs man 
his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and 
he will have mercy upon Him, ark! to our God and 
* he will abundantly pardon.” Nay, in the language 
both of mercy and of majeſtic authority, Jeſus himſelf 
calls upon rebelling men, ſaying, * Unto you, O men, I 
call, and my voice is to the ſons of men. Look unto 
me and be ye ſaved all ye ends of the earth, for I am 
God, and beſides me there is no Savior.” And in the 
moſt poſitive language the ſpirit of all grace declares, 
* J:ſus is able to ſave to the very wttermo/7 all that 
come unto him, ſeeing that he ever liveth to make 
* interceſſion for them. The blood of Jeſus cleanſeth 
from all fin.” He will by no means caſt off them 

* who come to him, 4 
Approach then this gracious and this Almighty cooks 
or. Aſk that you may receive. Be diligent in the uſe of 
all appointed means for increafing in holineſs. Morti- 
fy exery luſt. Guard the door of your lips that you 
offend not with your tongue. It is the ſaying of the 
Holy Ghoſt, * whoſo bridleth not his own tongue, that 
man's religion is vain.” Subdue the polluted defire 
for ſtrong drink. Be no more vanquiſhed by your own 


depraved appetite, Fly the cup. of intoxication as you 
would 


* 
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( 29: ) 
would the poiſoned bowl. 
+ ſent thou not. Avoid their path. It leads to de- 
«ſtruction, Their ſteps take hold of hell.“ Aſſociate 
with the excellent ones of the earth ; theſe are not the 


ſwearer, the drunkard, the ſabbath-profaner, the abſen- 


ter from public worſhip, the ſcoffer at religion, and 
the deſpiſer of that which is good. Quite the reverſe. 
Such men are the diſgrace of humanity, the -deſtroyers 
of human happineſs and the diſhonorers of the God of 
Heaven. If then you wiſh not to taſte of their future 
cup, be not their preſent companion. A companion 
* of fools ſhall be deſtroyed : but he who walketh with 
* wiſe men ſhall be wiſe.” Walking with the fearers 
of the Lord, you ſhall be edified in the good ways of 
tze Lord., Theſe will teach you the way of God more 
perfectly. Their prayers ſhall reach the celeſtial throne 
in your behalf. 
* righteous man availeth very much.“ But other ur- 
ent calls will allow me no longer an interview with you 
at this time. I am engaged to viſit a dying friend who 
is triumphing in the firm hope of eternal life, and- who 
ſmiles to ſee his race ſo near run, and glory full in view. 
Con. Dear Sir, I would wiſh to accompany you, 
and with tears I declare my reluQance to break of our 
preſent interview, and I hope my future conduct ſhall 
evince the genuine nature of my ſorrow and my thank- 
fulneſs for your fidelity, and your kind inſt ructions. I 
am confident I need not requeſt your prayers in my be- 
half, theſe will often be poured forth for my reforma- 
tion and ſalvation. | ; 


« Tell me no more of earthly toys, 
Of finful mirth, of carnal joys, 
The things 1 lov'd before; 
« Let me but ſee my Savior's face, 
„ And feel his animating grace, 
„% And I dehre no more,” 
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If ſinners entice thee eon- 


The effectual fervent prayer of a a 
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D AL 0 G U E 
; BETWEEN oy” 
RNDRONIcus a Miniſter, and ELanpoR & reli- 
gious young Perſon deſiring to partake of the 
Holy Sacrament. 


I love them that love me ; and thoſe that ſeek me wh 


fall Find me. 


PRov. vili. 17, 


AxpRoxicus. 5 "I preſence bave, my young 


friend, affords me fincere pleaſure. 1 hope you are 


come upon the common bufineſs of this evening. 
El. Ax DOR. Yes, Sir, I would now humbly attempt 
to obey the dying command of my Savior. Too long, 


alas! I have neglected this important duty. Too long 


I bave been diſobedient to ſuch a loving command. 
AND. A full conviction of neglected duty is the 
forerunner of performance. Thoſe are happy who by 
the influences of the divine Spirit have been illuminated 
to diſcover the path of duty, and who have by him 
been convinced of fin, and have alſo felt his love con- 
ſtraining them to holineſs, Happy thoſe who come to 
communicate from a principle of divine love. In this 
inſtitution rich love is diſplayed. The love of the Fa- 


ther in ſending his Son; the love of the Son in cheer- 


ſally giving himſelf; and the Love of the Holy Ghoſt 
in renewing the heart, and preparing to. eo the 
oyng love of Jeſus. 

But I flatter myſelf my young friend is ſufficiently 
aware of the vaſt importance of this ſolemn approach 
to the living God, This unqueſtionably is the moſt 


ſolemn 


( 3x ) 
ſolemn appearance before God which man can make 
on earth, until Chriſt come again. Reflecting upon 
the preſent conduct of men, reſpecting the Lord's ſup- 
per, my mind hath frequently been grieved. Some 
are unmindful what characters they. admit to the Lord's 
table, Others teach that there is no more folemnity in 
this ordinance than in prayer, praiſe, and meditation. 
Promiſcuous admiſſion 1s certainly wrong. To ſay that 
there is no more importance or ſolemnity in this ordi- 
nance than in prayer, praiſe, and meditation, appears 
alſo to be wrong. Are there not common and alſo ex- 
traordinary acts of religious worſhip? Have not theſe. 
obtained under every form of religious worſhip ; prove 
ing their correſpondence to the nature of things ? Were 
there not common, and extraordinary ſacrifices appoint- 
ed under the Law? Were there not the morning and 
the evening ſacrifice, and alſo the ſolemn feſtivals and 
the days of holy convocation? Did not our Lord him- 
ſelf give an example of unuſual ſolemnity in the cele- 
bration of the firſt Supper? Can thoſe acquainted with 
the hiſtory of the church deny, that the early. chriſtians 
all with one voice declared by their actiont, that they 
eſteemed the approach to God at his table, the 2 ſo- 
lemn that man can make on earth ? _ 5 
But, my young friend, the opinion of the great Dr. 
OWEN ought to have conſiderable weight in the deci- 
lon of this queſtion, His writings fully prove that, he 
ſtudied this ſubject with peculiar care. And con- 
cerning this matter he ſays * © It is a common receiv= 
ed notion among chriſtians, and it is true, that there 
« is a peculiar communion with Chriſt in this ordinance 
which we have in no other ordinance ; that there is a 
+ peculiar acting of faith in this ordinance which is in 
no other ordinance. This is the faith of the whole 
* church of chriſt, and has been ſo in all ages. This 
15 the ome myſtery of Sor the my of our 
« chriſtian 


» Sactament, Diſcourſ. p. 189. 


8 
«chriſtian religion, a way of receiving Chrift by eating 
and drinking, ſomething peculiar that is not in pray- 
* er, that is not in the Bearing of the word, nor in any 
« other part of divine worſhip whatſoever ; a peculiar 
% participation of Chriſt; a peculiar acting of faith towards 
« Chriſt. This participation of Chriſt is not carnal but 
. ſprritual.” Such Dr. Owen delivers both as his own 
opinion, and alſo that of the whole church in all ages. 
But this ſubject is placed in the moſt clear, convin- 
cing, and unanſwerable point of view by the accurate 
and maſterly pen of Mr. MAacLavukxin of Glaſgow “. 
« Communicating,” ſays he, © is beyond prayer, praiſe, 
* and meditation, becaufe it joins theſe together, and 
« adds more to them, It is beyond mere ſpiritual 
« exerciſes of worſhip, becauſe of the ſingular way 
<« that it employs not only the ſoul but the body. It 
« 1s liker heaven than ſecret communion with God, 
* becauſe 1t is an enjoyment of it in the viſible com- 
© munion of ſaints. It is beyond private duties, be- 
© cauſe it is a public ordinance; and beyond other 
public ordinances, becauſe it has the uſe of them join- 
© ed to it, as ſubfervient to it, and adds ſomething to 
„it. It is not merely a commemoration of God's 
« chief gift, but a ſolemn receiving of it; and what 
& jt ſpecially communicates is the ve: y conſummation 
„of that bleſſed work, the Redeemer's death. It is an 
% honorable diſtinction put upon it by the circum- 
« ftances of its appointment, being immediately by 
« the Redeemer himſelf, and at that remarkable time 
« when he was entering upon theſe laſt ſufferings which 
« jt chiefly commemorates. It is therefore the moſt 
« /olemn and the chief performance of the chief exerciſes 
% we are capable of.” 
To all which it may be added, that revelation pofi- 
tively declares, that the King will come in to fee 
© the gueſts at his table. That God will be ſanctified 


© of all them who draw nigh unto him; and before all 
the 
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' the people he will be glorified.” © And that, great fear 
is due unto him in the meeting of his ſaints, and he 

+ will be had in reverence of all them who approach 

unto him.“ 

ELA. Oh Sir, my very heart rrembles for fear of ap- 
proaching God in an improper manner, yet I cannot 
reſtrain the defire which I feel to celebrate the e 
Jeſus. 

AND. May every pure deſire been — 
vehement and not leſſen its exertions until holineſs is 
produced. It is a token for good that my young friend 
trembles for fear of offending ; whilft you are thus 
anxious however not to offend, be alſo anxious that ho- 
ly reverence degenerates not into ſer vile fear. The fear 
which agitates your ſoul, is I hope that boly fear which 
or1ginates from diſplays of divine love. 

ELA. Sometimes I would fondly hope ſo, but again 
the reverſe is felt. But 1 beg, Sir, that you will deal 
impartially and faithfully with me, that I may obtain 
your aid in judging of my ſpiritual condition. 

AND. Both affection and duty admoniſh minifters to 
fidelity and to care. Your requeſt however lays you 


under obligations to be ingenuous in your narration, that 


ſo by the bleſſing of the divine Spirit every opportuni- 
ty of being beneficial to you may be afforded. 

ELA. I thall be impartial as far as permitted by a 
deceitful heart, tho? ſhame ſhould frequently overſpread 
my countenance. But O if ever it was true of any hu- 
man heart it certainly 1s of mine, that it 1s deceitful and 
deſperately wicked. O that the Spirit of all truth would 
ſearch and try me, and guide me in the way of duty. 

AND. He can perform this arduous taſk. Entruſt 
it into his almighty hands. But whence this anxiety 
to know the plagues of your heart? Is ſuch a conduct 
natural to an unconyerted man? Are ſuch ardent 
breathings the production of depravity? Nay rathe 
when they are accompanied with a belief of the gebe 
and a holy life, * are the indications of the opera- 

tions 


1 

tions of the eternal Spirit. Can one bewail the deceit- 
fulneſs of the heart who neither perceives nor feels the 
ſame? Cana dead wan either ſee or feel ? Hence the 
wailings aſcending from a deceitful heart, accompanied 
with holineſs, are figns that the Lord the Spirit hath 
opened the eyes of the mind to diſcern that deceit. De- 
ceit diſcovered is on the way to be removed. And the 
ſame Power which affords a juſt conception of the hu- 
man heart will afford that degree of illumination neceſ. 
ſary for worthy communicating. 2 

ELA. This reminds me to entreat you to inform me 
what 1s included in that knowledge which 1s required 
in order to beneficial communicating. I have often 
thought upon this without being able to aſcertain its 
real extent. 

AnD. Neither perhaps may it be in my power to 
deſcribe its true limits. It is frequent with the ſacred, 
as well as other writers to expreſs a whole by a patt, 
The ſelection of that part appears to be arbitrary. Fot, 
ſometimes they expreſs the whole by the molt impor- 
tant part. Sometimes by the moſt viſible and obvious 
part. Sometimes by that part of the whole which 1s 
moſt correſpondent to the ſubje& illuſtrated. The at- 
tentive mind will recolle& many inſtances of the truth 
of theſe remarks in the language uſed reſpecting the 
ſufferings If Chriſt. The whole of his exquiſite ſuf. 
ferings are expreſſed ſometimes by the ſufferings of 
his body. Sometimes, by the ſufferings of his ſoul, 
Sometimes by his giving his fleſh for the life of the 
world. And ſometimes by ſhedding his blood for the 
remiſſion of fin. Hence it is written, Chriſt his own- 
* ſelf bare our fin in his own body on the tree. He 

* poured out his ſoul unto death. Thou ſhalt make 
* his ſoul an offering for fin. Except ye eat the fleſh, 
* and drink the blood of the ſofi of God, ye have no 

part in him. This is my body which is broken, for 
you. We have redemption through his blood, even 
: the forgiveneſs of fins. The blood of Jeſus re 
Son 


AA, 


© Son cleanſeth from all fin.” Theſe are à few of ma- 
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be ny paſſages which prove that it is uſual with the ſacred 1 
. writers to expreſs a Whole by a prineipal part of that | 


b whole. And theſe phraſes the New Teftament writers 
g uſe to expreſs the illaſtrious perſon, the offices, the 
work, the exaltation, and the whole mediation of the 
glorious Redeemer. 

It is obvious that commemorating requires in its ve- 
ry nature an acquaintance with the perſon, or the e- 
vent commemorated, This acquaintance is either per- 
ſonal, or hiſtorical. The knowledge we have of Jeſus 
is derived from the ſacred record. There is allo an 
experimental acquaintance that every believer hath of 
Chriſt, which is none of the leaſt of the myſteries in 
godlineſs. Hence we read of the minds of the faithful 


£ 


-_ 
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- being enlightened 1 in the knowledge of Chriſt, of their 
growing in grace, and in the knowledge of Chriſt. 
a> But inſpiration ſpeaks alſo of a conſtitution of Chriſt's 


perſon truly wonderful, Hig name 1s Wonderful, ſo 
des his perſon. He is the ſon of God made fleſh. The 
Lawgiver made of a woman, made under the law. Im- 
manuel, God in our nature. The Former of all things 


become the Servant of all. The Fellow of Jehovah, 
on KL thought 1t no robbery to be equal to God, became 
uf. bone of our bone and fleſh of our fleſh, that in all things 
obe raight be made like unto his brethren whom he 


came to redeem. Such is the myſterious conſtitution 

of Jeſus? perſon, Proper conceptions of whom are ne- 
we cet a f his death, 
he cellary in order to proper commemoration of his death, 

And let none 
He ELA. Be not offended at my interruption : my mind 
ke is apt to forget matters of importance. Pray, how can 
b. feeble man underſtand the conſtitution of Chriſt's per- 

e. f 
ſon, when it is ſo exceedingly myſterious and ſo far be- 
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1 yond the feeble conception of the human mind? 

* AND. It is ſimilar to every other myſtery ; it cannot 
ais! be fully explained or underſtood. But may not a myſ- 
2 mY be believed upon ſubſtantial evidence, though its 


nature 


* 


5 

nature cannot be unfolded? Were man to believe 10 
truth or fa& but what he could fully inveſtigate and per. 
ceive, limited indeed would be the ſphere of his belief 
and knowledge, Upon the report of infinite faithfulngſ 
we are bound to credit this wonderful fact concerning 
the nature of Chriſt, What ſtronger evidence would 
the buman mind require ? For, faith the ſacred oracles, 
God cannot lie. 

Nay more, the divine Spirit hath condeſcended to 
give as full and diſtin& information upon that ſubjeR, 
as perhaps our limited powers could conceive. Why 
then ſhould mortals either diſbelieve or murmur? Why 
ſhould not man believe the ſayings of God? Why ſhould 
not he adore him for what is made known, and believe 
where human power fails to comprehend ? Nay, what 
aſtoniſhing love, that God ſhould reveal ſo much, and dil. 
play his love in ſuch an amazing manner. Others 
may act as they pleaſe, but all who believe the goſpel, 
and who have experienced divine teaching, will liſten 
with an obedient ear to the voice of God. | 

Era. Moſt cheerfully would I yield obedience to the 
voice of God, I with however in every caſe to know 
with ſome degree of certainty whether 1t 1s his voice or 
not, 

AxD. My young friend ſhould remember that this 
doctrine is the pillar and the ground of all revealed truth, 
and that there cannot he any proper commemoration 
of the death of Jeſus without a firm belief therein. The 
men who eſteem -Chri/t only one of our own order, 
and no more than a mere man, reduce the ſacrament 
of the Lord's ſupper merely to the remembrance of 
one who was eminently beneficial to ſociety. Hence, 
what higher place do theſe aſſign to Chriſt than to the 
departed heroes whom the heathen nations venerated? 
But it is not intended to perplex the mind of my friend 
with theſe diſputes farther than appears neceſlary to 
eitabliſh his mind in the truth, and to fortify him a- 
gainſt ſeduction. It is frequently profitable, and al- 

| Ways 
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ways unpleaſant to enter upon A field of controverſy. 


It was the expreſſive ſaying of an ancient divine, that 

« it is better to ſet meat before the people of God to 

feed upon, than bones merely to gnaw upon.“ 
ELA. But, Sir, did you not ſpeak of the knowledge 


of the different offices of Chriſt, as alſo included in the 


* 1 2wledge neceſſary for intelligent and acceptable com- 
;cating ? 
>. Nor db I retra& the ſaying. _ For accommo- 
vo our circumſtances, Chriſt executes three dif- 
Rees. Sinful man is become darkened in his 
anding and ignorant of God: and Chriſt is a 
to remove this ignorance by the teaching of 
ord and Spirit. Once man was perfect in know- 


.* 3 the whole path of duty, and the whole field of 


zental improvement were full in his view. But the 
moment that ſin entered the ſoul, darkneſs covered the 
mental powers. Hence all the deſcendents of Adam are 
now naturally ignorant of God, and unacquainted with 
the path of duty. In the amiable character of the 
Re vealer of the Father's will to men, Jeſus diſpels the 
clouds of ignorance and of error, which hover over the 
human mind, and by his heavenly Word and Spirit in- 
fuſes the cheering rays of knowledge and of truth. 

By ſin men are naturally guilty and condemned, but 
Jeſus in the auguſt character of the High Prieſt of the 
chriſtian profeſſion, hath once offered up knimſelf a com- 
plete atonement for ſin. 
with the Father on the celeſtial throne; where he will 
continue to intercede for the church. rs, 

Men are by nature ſtubborn, refraQory, and rebel. 
lious, and Chriſt in th majeſtic character of a King van- 


quiſhes their prejudices, ſubdues their corruptions, and 
reſtrains and conquers all his and their enemies. Thus 


in the execution of theſe three affices, he ſhows that in 

him all fulneſs dwells, and that he is able to ſave to the 

very uttermoſt, all who come unto him for ſalvation, 
ELA. But fince all er are completely juſtified 


He is now alſo the Advocate 
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C0 } 
by the fulneſs and the perfection of Chriſt's works; 
are they now under the obligation to obey the divine 


law as a rule of life? 


AND. Certainly all believers are bound to be holy. 
Chriſt never died to purchaſe an indulgence in fin, but 
a deliverance from fin. The chief and the diref ends 
of his death were to mate atonement for fin, and !o p- 
chaſe unto himſelf a pet uliar people, zealous of good u 
Hence though believers are made free indeed by ( 
yet they are nat freed from the ties of holy obe 
The ſons of God are all ſons of liberty: but t 
alſo bound by the powerful cords of love to pu 
manners. They are freed from the law as a conde 


power. for there is no condemnation to them who 
. Chriſt Jeſus. They are alſo dead to the law in 


ſpe& of ſeek ing falvation by the works of the law. Ih 

of the ſons of faith Paul ſays, * we are dead to the law 
that we might be married to another huſband, even 
to Chriſt.” But ſtill no fituation nor- circumſtance 
can alter the invariable obligation upon every reaſona- 
ble creature to be holy as God is holy. Nor let my 
friend once ſuppoſe that holineſs is a grievous taſk, 
The commandments of Chrift are not grievous. It is 


the ſaying of Dr. OweN, © When the ſoul works out of 


love, what it doth is not grievous. And the inward 
and outward commands of Chriſt will be grievous to 
„all that are not under the conſtraining power and ef- 


« ficacy of his love.” In proportion to the influence 


of the divine Spirit wichin, man will delight in holi- 
neſs. ; | 
EA. I heſitate not to declare, that my mind is fully 
perſnaded of the truth concerning the fulneſs of Chriſt's 
work to procure the ſalvation of all them who actual- 
ly believe, and alſo of their obligations tp purity of man- 
ners; however, my anxiety to be properly informed re- 
ſpecting every important.article of faith emboldens me 
to entreat you to i form me by what ſcripture-evidence 
it is ſupported, that Chriſt made complete atonement. 
| AND» 
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AND. The approviug voice of the Eternal Father while 
Jeſus was accompliſhing our redemption, * This is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed*;—the ſay- 
ing of Jeſus upon the crols, © It is finiſhed'; - the Great 
Judge raiſing him from the dead ;—his exaltation ut 
the right hand of power, aud his having received full 
power to diſpenſe the bleſſings of ſalvation to rebelli- 
ous men, as ſo many. undeniable evidences, fully prove 
that the ſatisfafion of Jeſus was complete. 

Nay more, upon the perfection of Chriſt's righteouſ- 
neſs depends all our hope of heaven. Devoid of a 


ſect righteouſneſs the law cannot acquit. But this no 


ſinful man has of himſelf; and the only method made 
knowa for acceptance with God 1s the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt. Now, if that righteouſneſs be not perfe&, it can- 
not juſtify, and if it cannot juſtify, then there can be no 
{alvation ſer men. For, faith the ſacred Record, there 
is none righteous, no not one, all have ſinned and 
come ſtrert of the glory of God.“ And all the ſchemes 
which human arrogance has framed in order to obtain 
mercy without the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, are only the 
vain boaſtings of a proud depraved heart, that can work 
no deliverance. The voice of heaven is, Except a 
man receive the kingdom of God, as a little child, he 
* ſhall 1a no wiſe enter therein. God refiſteth the 

proud, but he giveth grace unto the lowly, The 

grace of God bringeth ſalvation.” 

ELA. But pray, fince theſe ſufferings of Jeſus. pro- 
cured eternal redemption; were they alſo abſolutely 
neceſſary, and could Infinite Wiſdom deviſe no other 
method of expiation ? 

AND. It is impious in mortals to limit the wiſdom 
and the power of che Moſt High, and to ſay whether or 
not any other method of redemption could have been 
deviſed, Who knoweth the depth of Infinite Wiſdom ? 


We knoweth the mind of the Lord? Secret things 


belong unto God. We are however fully authoriſed 
to aver, that all the exquiſite ſufferings of Jeſus were 
2 1 neceſſary 
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neceſſary in order to make atonement. God is wiſe 
and juſt, and doeth nothing in vain. But ſcripture 
teaches that theſe ſufferings were by the expreſs ap- 
pointment of God, and alſo that they were inflicted by 
' tim. The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us 
all. God made him to be fin for us. It pleaſed the 
Lord to bruiſe him. God hath ſet him forth a pro- 
* pitiation for fin. God ſpared not his own ſon, but 
* delivered him up for us all. He was delivered by the 
* determinate counſel and foreknowledge of God.“ Since 
therefore they were by the expreſs appointment of 
God, and inflifted by him, the plain concluſion is this, 
that they were all both juſt and neceſſary ;—neceſſary 
for vindicating the honors of the divine law ;—glorifying 
the divine perfections, demonſtrating the evil of fin, 
and bringing ſalvation to the forlorn ſons of Adam. 
And, O my young friend, reflecting upon tne nature of 
Chriſt's ſufferings, and the love expreſſed in them, who 
can refrain from crying out, * O the height, and the 
* depth, the breadth, and the length of the love of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus, it paſſeth knowledge.“ O what 
love, that God ſhould become man !—That He who 
ſuſtains the pillars of heaven ſhould ſubmit to poverty, 
to reproach, to ſhame, and to ſuffering for the crea- 
* tures of his own hand! — That the Son of God ſhould 
endure ſuch ſorrows, and agonies, and woes, to obtain 
fal vation for mortals !—That He ſhould be forſaken of 
his heavenly Father, that we might be forſaken only 
for a ſmall moment, but favored with endleſs enjoy- 
ment! O what cords of love to diaw men to obedience ! 
O what a flame of love to animate the heaits of be- 

levers ! | 
ELA. They are greatly bleſſed indeed who have an 
Intereſt in the mediation of Chriſt, and therefore are 
delivered from the wrath to come! Such may cheer- 
fully endure affliction. Such may ſmile at the ſneer of 
reproach. Such may glory in all their afflictions, con- 
fident that theſe work out for them“ a far more exceed- 
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ing; even an eternal weight of glory.” The hope of 
heaven | | 

AnD. My young friend will excuſe the interruption. 
I hope he is not deſtitute of ſubſtantial expectations 
reſpecting the enjoyment of the happineſs of heaven. 
Tie animating hope of heaven is a great advancer of 
holineſs. * Every man who hath this hope purifieth 
© himſelf.” 5 3 

ELA. O dear Sir, happy for my ſoul were ſuch the 
caſe : but ah, I am afraid that it 1s not. : 

AND. Why ſay ſo? Are you not ſorry for ſin? Are 
you not longing for holineſs? Do you not carefully 
avoid * every appearance of evil?“ Are you not i 
to glorify God? Are you not longing to be more an 
more transformed into the image and Iikeneſs of the Son 
of God ? Certainly then theſe are no ſmall indications 
of grace implanted in the foul. And it is a glorious 
truth, that wherever it is planted it will groweup and 
flouriſh unto eternal life. 

ELA. I have cauſe to mourn that all theſe things 
are not with me as they ſhould, and as I could with. 
I would however fondly ſeek after a participation of 
theſe bleſſings and joys. But my heart is naturally hard 
and ſtubborn, and my mind prone to backwardneſs and 
folly. My heart is not ſufficiently melted for fin. Oh 
the ſad corruption of my ſoul ! Oh the vain thoughts 
which lodge within me! O my languor in prayer and 
my criminal indifference in the things of religion! 

AND. Be not dejected. Faith can vanquiſh all theſe 
difficulties. All things are poſſible to him that believ- 
eth: becauſe all things are poſſible to him that promiſ- 
eth, Be therefore ſtrong in the faith. 

ELA. I have need to cry, Lord increaſe my faith.” 
My faith is weak, my affections grovelling. When I 
would do good, evil is preſent with me.“ | 

AND. The Lord's ſupper is, by the divine bleſſing, 
admirably adapted to ſtrengthen, to animate, aud to 
cheer the heart, to eleyate tie affections, and to inſpire 
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the moſt ſublime and lofty ſentiments. In a depen- 
dent, humble, and vigorous manner uſe the appointed 
means to obtain that preparation which God hath pro. 
miſed ; that ſo at the table of the Lord your ſoul may 
be refreſhed and comforted, and made to exult in the 
God of ſalvation, But our agreeable converſation muſt 
for the preſent be interrupted. With the greateſt plea. 
ſure I admit you to the Lord's table, and ardently with 
that it may prove a happy time to you ſoul. 


«© O my ſoul, ſee to it; and again, I ſay, ſee to it, 
* that thou do with full purpoſe of beart cleave to the 
Lord: that thy preſent devotion do not prove a ſud- 

den flaſh; but having ſet thy hand to the plough, do not 
„ think of looting back, Kemember that awful text, 
At had been better for them not to have known the way 
* of righteonſneſs, than after they have known it, to turn 
from the holy commandment. Let this word be 2 
„ ſpur to thy diligence, but not revive thy ſcruples, 
« Tt were better never to communicate, than afterwards 
* to- apoſtatiſe. Therefore in the ſtrength of Chriſt, 
hold on thy way: do not decline the Lord's table, 
„ but prepare for it; that, being a worthy communi- 
„% cant here, thou mayeſt at laſt be a paitaker of the 
% ;nheritance of the ſaints in light.“ 


« Unhappy ſouls ! that ſeek. for joy 
In pleaſure's empty ſcheme, 

„% In vain you count ambition's toy 
« Deluſive as a dream. a 

« Tn vain does beauty charm the eye, 
« Oc tempt th' admiring gaze: 

Can painted ſhadows ſatisfy, 
/ + Where virtue adds no grace?“ 
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«ll DIALOGUE 
o- BETWEEN 
ay 


ZN Tarormlus a Miniſter, and ZACCHEUSAn aged 


uſt perſon requeſting admittance, for the fir/t time, 


ea. to the Lord's Supper. 


——— a —aH Lg.... ——— - — 


And about the eleventh hour, he went out, and found other, 


ftanaing idle, and ſaith unto them, why ſtand ye bere 


* all the day idle ? go ye alſo into the vineyard and 


1d. whatſoever is right that ſhall ye receive. 


n0t MATTH. xx. 6, 5. 


"ay ZACCHEUS. You will perhaps, Sir, be ſurpriſed 


1 upon receiving a viſit from one who has, not been ac- 


> 2] cuſtomed to frequent the company of miniſters. 


But I 


es. have lately been hearing you preach, and your ſermons 


rds have given me a very different view of matters. 


iſt, THEOPHILUS, Not my ſermons, Sir, rather I hope the 
le, power of the divine Spirit hath produced a change in 

ni- the ſentiments of my friend, It hath afforded me no 
the ſmall pleaſure to oblerve you regularly attending the 


church for ſome time paſt. 


Zac. To my ſhame, and to the diſgrace of my na- 
ture, the time was when [ diſregarded the public inſtitu- 
tions of religion. But more pleaſure is now felt in at- 
tending than ever was in neglecting them. Now, I long 
for the return of the ſolemn day. Now, I count the 
Sabbath of the Lord a delight. How am 1 aſhamed 


to inform you, that I am come to requeſt admittance to 


the Lord's table for the firf# time! 


Tug. What! dear dir, have you never communicat- 
ed? Have you lived to grey hairs in diſobedience to 


this command of Jelus ! 


Zac. 


0 44) 

Zac. Wonder not at this, Sir; if J had been properly 
attentive to the other commands of Jeſus, this one would 
not have been neglected. But was it to be expected 
that he, who had no regard for the laws of God, and 
who hated all godlineſs, ſhould have any love for this 
ſolemn ſervice? Could it be ſuppoſed that this duty 
ſhould be regarded by him who was a ringleader in 
every kind of profanity ? 

THe. It affords me pleaſure to learn that you have 
now a conviction of your crimes. Conviction of folly 
1s the beginning of wiſdom. But pray, how was this 
change of ſentiments and of conduct effected 
Zac. Your office, Sir, entitles you to the hiſtory of 
thoſe who come upon my errand. Mine ſhall be given 
with candor and 1mparnality. Long I lived an- un- 
godly life, - neglected the public worſhip of God, the 
reading of the ſcriptures, and the ſolemn duty of prayer, 
Rambling on however in this iniquitous courſe, one 
ſabbath a conſiderable time paft, I accidentally went 
into the church, and remaining for ſome time heard your 
reaſoning on the great and awful puniſhments awaiting 
the wicked. I there heard you prove, that they who 
did not believe in the name of the Son of God behoved 
inevitably to periſh. Nay that the wrath of God al- 
ready abideth upon them. I there heard you prove, 
that all were unqueſtionably wicked who abſented from 
the public worſhip of God, who violated. his holy fab« 
bath, indulged in ſwearing, or lying, and who lived in 
the habitual negle& of ſecret prayer, My heart, ſtub- 
born as it was, could not evade ſuch a direct charge; 
my mind began to be agitated. Then I began to re- 
flect upon my woful condition, and dreaded dying in 
that awful fituation. I leſt the church deeply ponder- 
ing upon my former ways. 

IHE. And I hope my friend did not, as, alas ! too 
many in fimilar circumſtances, plunge into diſſipa- 
tion and ungodly company, in order to ftifle convie- 
tion, 

Zac. Remorſe had taken a faſter hold of my mind. 

Conviction 
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Conviction would not let me go. I retired to meditate 
upon my paſt life. - And Oh what a ſcene preſented it- 
ſelf! The numerous ſins of youth and riper years came 
into ſad remembrance. The view overwhelmed my 
mind. I could ſcarce ſuſtain it. I attempted to pray. 
But, ah, that was work to which I was little ac- 
cuſtomed. But, as I could, I cried for the pardon 
of pait offences, My heart cried Pp unto the 
Lord. 

Tux. Prayer is excellent modicice for an vu 
conſcience. God is the hearer of prayer. But it is 
the prayer of faith alone which he hears. He is 2 
merciful God. It is he who pardoneth all iniquity. 
] hope he .hath heard the voice of your ſupplication. 
None ever ſought him in vain, who hath ſought in faith. 
* But without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. 

* Whatſoever is not of faith is fin.” The prayer of the 
wicked is ſin. 


Zac. I hope I found prayer r fingularly beneficial to 


me. By prayer I found my mind ſomewhat reheved. 
My expreſſions were indeed incoherent, yet my ſoul was 
in real earneſt, Neceſſity taught to pray. Then, in 
order to learn the way of mercy, I began to read the 
ſeriptures. Then I] began to examine, with minute 
care, the evidence of their divine origin. Then 1 la- 
bored to difcover the deceitfulneſs and the plagues of 
my own heart. Nay, I earneſtly withed to know the 
very worſt of my condition. I alſo gd to. be con- 
ducted in the ways of holineſs. 

Tug. Excellent motives to bring to the noble 
work of confulting the ſacred volume. This is cry- 
0g after knowledge and lifting up the voice for under- 

landing. This is ſeeking after her as for filver, and 
learching for her as for hid treaſures. Did all ap- 
proach the ſacred record with ſuch motives, knowledge 


would ſudeenly be increaſed. Continue then with 


diligence, with faith, and with unremitting ardor, to 
(earch the ſcriptures, Theſe teſtify of Jeſus the only 
Savior, 
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votion, and in general have felt your hatred of fin 1 


poſed to ſuch dangers, neglect to cry with the who 
heart for mercy? Could one in ſnch ctrcumſtance 


( 46 ) 
Savior, and without whom we can do nothiaing ; and 
theſe dire& in the way of duty. But I have —_— 
ted your narration. 

Zac. My narration muſt be both confuſed and im 
perfect. I can only ſay, that my anxiety increaſe 
with the views obtained of my ſituation as a guilty and 
a condemned criminal. Feeling ſuch anxiety about my 
ſoul, I no longer remained indifferent about the great work 
of falvation. Then with peculiar ardor of ſoul, I bega 
to amend my ways and my doings. With ſtrong 
fervor of ſoul, I ſought after faith in. Jeſus, —wai 
regular in my attendance upon ordinances, and. obſery. 
ed the laws of ſobriety, Since that time various haye 
been the operations of my mind. Sometimes a dawn 
of hope overſpreading my ſoul; and at other time. 
clouds and darkneſs ſurrounding me. 

Tag. This is a changing. ſtate. In a particula 
manner changes await the ſons of God. I hope ho 
ever that you have been regular in the practice of de 


creaſing ;. and have been endeavoring after holineſs ii 
heart and life. 

Zac. Neceſlity taught attention to the means of im 
provement. Could one in ſuch circumſtances and ex 


neglect the means of grace? But ah! Sir, I am jealow 
over mine Own heart, reſpecting my future conduC 
leſt T again return to the ways of vanity and of tolly 
Your advice. is earneſtly entreated. | 

THE. This you have a right to demand. In add 
tion to what I have already ſaid reſpecting the readin 
of the ſcriptures, and an attention to the other appointe 
means of grace; let my friend remember, that vritho: 
Chriſt he can do nothing. That devoid of his ſtrengt 
no progreſs can be made in the work of holineſs. 
alone can communicate ſtrength to mortify the deeds 
the fleſb, and to riſe tupertor to depravity. My frien 
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Wight to remember that nothing is more ruinous to 
ap- iritual conſolation than ſeeking happineſs in the 
Performance of duty, without a proper regard to Jeſus. 
. e performance of duty is the means which God 
ſei em ordained in order to obtain conſolation and holi- 
andes: but here man is neither to reſt, nor to attribute 
nyo much unto them. 


I Zac. But, dear Sir, are you not conſtantly, admon- a 


Jauhing to uſe the means of grace, in order to grow, in 
0; Wrace, and in the knowledge of Chriſt ? 

"ll Tyr. True: but there is a material difference be- 
ry. gween ufing theſe means, and truſting in them for de- 
nce and for ſalvation. Theſe are the only ſteps by 
rhich we aſcend to the Rock of Ages, where alone there 
We: ſure ftanding, —where alone man can ſtand with ſafety 
hen the billows of temptation, perſecution, and re- 
roach beat againſt him. And beat theſe will againſt 
| who live godly in Chriſt Jeſus. It is neceſlary to 
uard my friend againſt this error in chriſtian practice, 
ecanſe it is natural for newly-awakened chriſtians to 
all into it. Unmindful that we have loſt our ancient 
trength to labor, it is exceedingly natural for man to 
o back to the old covenant of works; to ſeek falvation 
ex) the deeds of the law. It is narrated of the prodigal 
Won, that when he was reduced to abſolute want of eve- 
y thing, ſtill the pride of his heart remained. Indi- 
rent and ſtarving as he was, yet he would not be in- 


abor for it; therefore he thus reaſoned with himſelf, 
aying. 1 will now ariſe, and go to my father, and ſay 
unto him I am no more worthy to be called thy ſon, 
make me as one of thy hired ſervants.“ Similar is 
he caſe with returning ſinners. 

Zac. But pray, is there any thing improper in ſuch 
onduct? Are not men in various paſſages of ſcripture 


an falvation? Are they not commanded to * aſk that 


c knock, 


ebted to his father for future ſupport. But he would 


d moniſhed to the practice of holineſs in order to ob- 


they may receive, to ſeek, that they may find, to 
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© knock, that it may be opened unto them?“ Nay t 
© work out their own ſalvation with fear and wit 
* © trembling ?* Do not all theſe paſſages admoniſh to th 
| performance of good works in order to obtain ſalvation! 
Tx. The ſcri»ture poſitively declares, that without 
holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. But it is aſked he 
does a fallen creature obtain ſtrength to perform goo 
works? It is granted that good works are to be per. 
formed in order to ſalvation, but the queſtion is, Hou 
© zs the ſinner qualified to perform theſe good works 1 
And ſhould it be found that he receives all his ſtrength 
to do ſo from God, then his ſalvation muſt be as en. 
tirely free as if no good works were in the caſe. - Nor 
can it be proved, in direct oppoſition both to experience 
and to ſcripture, that man in his fallen and enfeebled 
ſtate hath ſtrength to obey the divine law. He is whol- 
ly without ſtrength. He is wholly defiled and vicious. 
In him dwelleth no good thing. To theſe ſayings of In. 
ſpiration daily experience fully accords. The conſe. 
4 quence therefore is plain, that if good works are per. 
formed, theſe muſt be the effect of divine ſtrength; and 
only the evidences of grace exiſting in the heart, and 
conſequently ſalvation 1s entirely free. Correſpondent 
to this view, in the moſt explicit terms, Jeſus ſays, 
without me ye can do nothing ;* and again it is ſaid, 
that © ſalvation is not of works but of grace. Not of 
© him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God I 
© who ſheweth mercy. By grace we are ſaved through Id 
faith, and that not of ourſelves, it is the gift of God.. 
And if a gift, then it is not of works.” | 
Z Ac. Are then, Sir, all works excluded in the matter 
of ſalvation ! and has no man any merit in his ſalvation? 
Tn. They certainly are excluded with reſpect to 
any merit or virtue in themſelves. Theſe are only'the 
evidences of pardon, but they are not the cauſes thereof. 
They ſnow that the man who diſplays them in his con- 
duct is unqueſtionably pardoned : but they neither ev- 
title to the favor nor the friendſhip of the Moſt High. Y': 
| | Let 
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Let not my friend, however, diſreſpe& good works be- 
cauſe of any thing now faid; for, as we have already 


* ſhall ſee the Lord.“ Theſe remarks are only intended 
to preſerve from placing any confidence in good works. 

7.ac. Nor was the danger ſmall to which I was ex- 
poſed in that reſpet. But I hope it ſhall now te my 
care to avoid ſuch a fatal miſtake. Oh what need have 
I of religious inſkrnction, and how apt ever to WINE 
from the path of duty! 

Tae. But let not my friend become remiſs in the 
performance of good works ; for the children of God 


ly approve themſelves to God in well doing. Be then 
regular in the various duties of religion in reading 
the ſcriptures in attending the preaching of the word; 

—in the pleaſant duty of prayer in converſing with 


1] the godly ;—and in ufing all the other means ordained. 


e. for increaſing with all the increaſe of God, But we have 
r. inadvertently been carried away from the chief ſubject 
ad of this night, —the commemoration of the death of Je- 
„aus. This is an ordinance which is in a peculiar man- 
nt ner calculated for the increaſe of holineſs, Here God fre- 
s @ quently waters his people in rich abundance, and cauſes 
chem to bly ing forth the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, 
fil Zac. Too long have I neglected this important duty. 
4 But, ſhould you, Sir, find me qualified, in a humble 
h dependence upon divine ſtrength, I will now attempt 

| Wit. 
THE. Rather you ſhould have ſaid, ſhould you find 
yourſelf qualified. The injunction of the Apoſtle in 
this matter is, * let a man,” ſet every man examine him- 


r 
? 
o We (elf, and ſo let him eat of that bread, and drink of that 
: 


cup.“ It belongs to every man to be fully perſuaded 


„in his own mind reſpecting his right to partake of this 
oy ſacrament, But it becomes you in a particular 
manner to * concerning your acquaintance with | 


the nature, the uſe, and the intentions of this ordinance. 


F 


mentioned, it is written, * widheas holineſs, no man 
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CET IE" that it is intended only for the friends of 
Jeſus ;—that there they may celebrate the love of Gol 
to them, in ſending his Son to procure eternal redemp. 
tion for them ;—that there is diſplayed the evil of fin 


in the exquiſite ſufferings of the Son of God ;—that 


there the moſt unequalled diſplay of. benevolence i; 
exhil:ited. And remember that all who.come there 
ſhould have faith dwelling in their hearts, to feed upon 


Chriſt to perceive the nature of the ſpiritual blef. 


ſings repreſented in this ſolemn inſtitution. Devoid of 
faith, the ſpiritual nature of this ordinance cannot be 
underſtood. 1 

Farther, this is a feaſt FP love, Here love reigns, 
And all who come here, ought to approach with their 
hearts glowing with love to the Eternal Three. That 
all the graces of the divine Spirit being called forth in- 
to vigorous exerciſe, they may in a proper manne; 

wait upon the King, the Lord of hoſts. But O Sir, re. 
member that if theſe graces do not exiſt in the heart, 
they cannot be called forth into action. 

Zac. Indiſtinct indeed is my conception of my ſpi- 
ritual condition. O that God would ſtrengthen my faith, 
and enahle me to believe to the ſaving of the ſoul! 0 
that the Lord would ſearch and try me, and lead me in 
the way of holineſs! I would fondly ſay that I fee 
an abiding thirſt after holineſs, and atter the approbe- 
tion of my God. TI now delight in his ways, —in the 
company of the godly,—in the exerciſes of devotion, 
Aud I feel an 2] ſn love to God, and alſo to all 
men. 

THz. Theſe are no uncertain indications of the ex- 
iſtence of grace in the heart. Theſe prove that the 
Lord the Spirit hath been at work in your ſoul. And 
O how comforting is the conſideration that he who be. 

ins a good work will carry it 6n to the day of Chriſt 
His gifts and callings are without repentance.“ Come 
then to the table of the Lord. You have too long ne- 


glected this . L. ke one who hath much forgiven; 
love 


( 
jove much. Like one who hath long neglected duty, be 
now more keenlyengaged in the ſervice of God. Redeem 
the time. Believe in the word of God, that ſo you may. 
be abundantly ſatisfied with the goodneſs. of his houſe, 
even of his holy place. Pray ardently for your un- 
godly companions who are yet wandering in the ways 
of deſtruction. Pray for the whole church of God. 
Pray for the miniſters of the ſanctuary, that they may 
be clothed with ſalvation, and that all the ſaints be 
made to ſhout aloud for joy. 


J muſt examine myſelf concerning my love, an eſ- 
« ſential and comprehenſive grace. 
® ly love the Maſter of the bleſſed feaſt, and all the re- 
„ oular gueſts, I cannot be welcome. Come then, O 
my ſoul, is thy heart ciraumciſed to love the Lord thy 


* God with all thy heart, and with all thy foul ? This is 


* the firſt and great commandment. Cal thou trul 

ſay, that thy deſire is towards him, and thy delight in 
„him? Doſt thou love, not ia word and in tongue, but 
in derd and in truth? has he the pre-eminence in thy 
„ ſoul? Canſt thou fay, whom have I in heaven but thee, 
* and there is none upon earth that I can defire befedes 
** thee? Is Chriſt precious to thee beyond compariſon 
* and competition? And canſt thou truly ſay, yea 


« doubtleſs, I count all things but loſs, for the excellency 


** of the knowledge of Chriſt " Feſus my Lord? 

Is thy love to him a natural love, the effect of ſe- 
„ rious thought, a deep conviction of his tranſcendent 
i excellency ? has the Spirit of God opened thy eyes, 
to ſee that he is the chief of ten thouſands, and alto- 
** gether lovely? and canſt thou tell what the church's 
" beloved i it more than another's beloved? ——_ 


« My wes to thee {hould flame, 
& My hope ſurmount the ſkies ; 
« At ev'ry vile and wand'Fing thought, 
„My hatred quick ſhould rife,” — 
F 2 | A LET 
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A LETTER FROM FIDUCIUS TO JUNIA, 
GIVING | 


An Account of the Reformation of ConTEmNus, 
and of his Admiſhon to the Lord's 'Table. 


The blood of Te 2 Chrift his Son cleanſet us from all 
ſin.— J we confeſs our fins, he is faithful and juſt te 
Jorgive us our ſins, and to cleanſe us from all unright- 


eouſneſs. 

1 JOHN i. 7. 9. 

» Dear Bn, H 
ISTORY is peculiarly dignified and 
uſeful. It rec. ds truth for the inſtruction of man- 
kind. That part of hiſtory, which hath for its object 
a delineation of the characters of ſelected and diſtin- 
guiſhed individuals, excels both in utility and in plea- 
ſure. There we learn what human nature is. We 
behold in a variety of viſible ſtreams the overflowings 
of natural d-pravity. In the lives of ſome men, we be- 
hold depravity overflowing all its uſual banks, and la- 
boring to deluge all around, and, inſtead of ſubſiding, 
continuing to increaſe and roll along, until they them- 
ſelves, and many of their companions, are carried away 
with the impetuous torrent of vice, and tumbled head- 
long into deitruQtion. In the lives of other men, though 
the ſtreams of depravity can obviouſly be traced, yet 
its violent overflowings are never to be perceived. A- 
gain, in the lives of others, we are called in one part to 
behold the impetuous torrents of vice extending to un- 
precedented bounds, and ere Jong gradually or more ſud- 
denly ſubſiding, and giving place to the bitter waters of 


repentance, and the enriching ſtreams of divine mercy 
and 


2 
. 
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and grace. Nor do theſe ſubſide until they proceed far” 


ther than the deſtructive waters of depravity. Of the 
truth of this remark the character of Manaſſeh, of Ma- 
ry Magdalene, of Paul, and of many others which might 
be mentioned, are eminent proofs. 

Among the numerous inſtances;which hiſtory affords, 
[ have now the pleaſure of adducing Contemnus as one. 
] have been too long in anſwering your letter. But the 
excuſe is contained in this. It did not appear proper to 
give a narration of this matter too ſpeedily ; before the 
fruits of reformation had arrived at ſome degree of 
maturity, It appears, that the account which I gave 
you of the converſation which paſſed between Contem- 
nus and me, when he requeſted admittance to the Lord's 
table, and was refuſed, has produced great anxiety in 
your benevolent mind. In. proportion as your mind 
was then grieved it will now rejoice. There is not on- 
ly joy among the angels of God, but there is alſo joy 
among the ſamts on earth, over one finner that repent- 
eth. When an immortal ſpirit is reſcued from the 
chains of Satan, the holy ſoul exults for joy, becauſe God 
is glorified, and a ſoul ſaved. The reflection is alſo 
pleaſant, and God ought to have all the praiſe, when 
one is honored to be inſtrumental in ſuch a glorious 
work. The admonitions which were given to Con- 
temnus were bleſſed unto him. Our converſation gave 
birth to ſcrious reflection. This reflection brought his 
crimes into view. The buſtle of diſſipation was ſue- 
czeded by the dreadful forebodings of coming vengeance. 
Admonitions and reproofs kept faſt hold of his mind. 
After enduring the moſt acute anguiſh of foul, he was 
again conſtrained to wait upon me, in order to receive 
advice, concerning his ſpiritual concerns. How plea- 
fant to ſee a deſpiſer and a perſecutor anxiouſly enquire. 
ing what he ſhall do to be ſaved ! When Contemnus 
viſited me, 1 beheld conſcience exerting her full vigor 
upon him. He was indeed a terror to himſelf, and to 
all around him. He felt, in ſad experience, that it is an 
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( 54 ) 
evil and a bitter thing to fin againſt the Moſt High, 
Neither day nor night he could obtain reſt. He- was 
led, however, to uſe the proper means to obtain deliver- 


ance from theſe painful ſenſations. Like vicious Ma- 


naſſeh, after the divine Spirit enlightened his underſtand. 
ing, he * beſought the Lord and humbled himſelf great- 
ly before God.“ Like every wicked man, Contemnus 
formerly reſtrained prayer before God: but now in the ar- 
dor of his ſoul, he entreated the Lord to ſhow mercy. Nor 
was his prayer the oitspring of hypocriſy, but the agon- 


| 3zing groans of a ſinner, who felt the weight of unpar- 
doned guilt. The anxious cries of one who ſaw him- 


ſelf in danger of periſhing. I admoniſhed him to con- 
tiuue diligent and ardent in prayer. To read with par- 
ticular care, thoſe paſlages of ſcripture, ſome of which 
I pointed out, in which the evil of {in and its direful 
conſequences are molt fully deſcribed. This I did, that 
ſo the mind might be kept awake to conviction, until 
the deadly wound of fin was ſufficiently probed. I re- 
queſted him alſo to read thoſe paſſages which expreſs, 
in the cleareſt manner, the readineſs of God to {ſhow 
mercy: and the ability of Jeſus to ſave, to the very ut- 
termoſt, all who come-unto him. This 1 did, that ſo his 
mind might receive comfort along with the diſcoveries of 
ſin, and thus be kept from giving place to deſpair, 
Following theſe inſtructions, and frequently viſiting 
me, and receiving ſuch counſel as his particular caſe 
ſeemed to require, and, whilſt preaching the goſpel, 
dropping ſuch hints as appeared moſt adapted to his fi- 
tuation, through the bleſſing of God upon his own word, 
he gradually received eaſe and comfort. In his expe- 
rience it is fully manifeſted, that it is the word of God 
which maketh wiſe unto ſalvation ;'—that it is uſually 
the ſeed of converſion ;—that divine truth conveyed to 
the mind with the demonſtration of the Spirit, and with 
power, is that which God moſt frequently bleſſes for 
the ſalvation of the ſoul, O dear dir, we can never ſuf- 


ficiently value the precious word of truth: Let us 
| ſearch 
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ſearch the ſcriptures with redoubled ardor. Above 
every accompliſhment, let'us covet to be mighty in the 
ſcriptures Let the word of Chriſt dwell in us richly, 
that it may qualify us for being able miniſters of the 
New Teſtament. | 
Contemnus 1s now leading a very different life, and I 
hope will continue ſo to do. Unlike the ſlothful, he did 
not linger, but haſtily prepared to keep the command- 
ments of God. Now he actively labors to compenſate, 
as far as poſſible, the injury he hatli done to God and to 
ſociety. He who formerly profaned the Holy Sabbath, 
and abſented from the worſhip of God, is now ſanctify- 
ing the Sabbath, and regular in his attendance in the 
houſe of God, He who formerly delighted in profa- 
nity is now delighting in holineſs. The companion of 
fools is become the companion of the excellent ones of 
the earth. He who was proud and ſtubborn, is humble 
and yielding z—unjuſt, is now the pattern of equity; 
cruel and blood-thirity, is compaſſionate and merciful ;— 
diſſipated, is temperate. He who was formerly cove. 
tous, is become bountiful, and now honors the Lord with 
his ſubſtance. That which was formerly laviſhed upen 
ſinful pleaſures is now conſecrated to religious purpoſes. 
Now all his power, and influence, and activity are de- 


voted to their proper Owner, the God of Heaven. Nay 


more, he who was the leader in every kind of wicked- 
neſs, is now the leader in the good ways of the Lord. 
The active ſervant of Satan is become the active ſer- 
vant of the Moſt High. 

After this account you will eafily perceive, that it 
was no difficult matter to comply with the ſecond re- 
queſt of Contemnus, to admit him to the Lord's table. 
At our laſt celebration of the Lord's ſupper he was 
enrolled a member of our congregation, That was a 
time of great rejoicing and of conſolation to his ſoul, 
God is uſually peculiarly kind to young converts at 
his table. O how great 1s the goodness ef God! Sure. 


ly he is a God who heareth prayer in whom com- 
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Brother in the goſpel of Chriſt, 


( 56 ) 

paſſions flow ;—plenteous in mercy z—nay the Father 
of mercies, and the God of all grace. Surely Jeſu; 
will not caſt off any who come to him. Jeſus is able to 
fave to the very uttermoſt. The blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
his Son cleanſeth from all fin. There is a fountain 
opened for fin and for uncleanneſs.« Surely there is no- 
thing too hard for the Lord the Spirit. He can take 
away the hard and ſtony heart and give an heart of 
fleſh. He can enlighten, convince, renew, and perfe& 
in holineſs the moſt obdurate and moſt perverſe ſinner. 

Join with me, dear Sir, in praiſing the Lord for his 
&wondrous grace; and in praying that many ſuch diſ. 
plays of rich grace may be manifeſted towards notori- 
ous finners who are wandering in ways of folly. 

The papers which I mentioned ſhall be ſent you, and 
I hope you will peruſe them with the eye of the critic 
and the heart of the friend. Their fate will in a great 
meaſure be decided by your judgment. 

Wiſhing you much comfort and much ſucceſs in the 
work of the Lord, I am, dear Sir, your affectionate 


Frpvucivs. 


«© To God, who cheſe us in his Son, 
« Lre time its courſe began; 
© 'To Chriſt, who left his radiant throne, 
« And died for wretched man; | 
To God the Spirit, who applies, 
„The Lamb's atoning ſacrifice ; 


To the eternal, equal, Three, 
„The undivided Ore, 
© Let ſaints, and angels both agree 
{© To give the praiſe alone. 
„ In earth, in heaven, by all ador'd, 
*% The Holy, Holy, Holy Lord.“ 
EBENEZER, 


« BUT 


„ 
(6 Bor. Oh! what mercies yet abound ! 


Lo there again, the gracious ſound ! 0 
How pleafing are theſe ſighs and groans, 
« Theſe tears of my repeating ſons ! 
« Mov*d is my heart; this voice hath charms ; 
Come, children, to my open arms! 
Here's room for you—of mercy ſtore 
For all of you, and thouſands more ; 
« Your wand'rings henceforth I will heal, 
„My law upon your hearts will feal ; 
© There ſhall my Spirit ever dwell, 
© And keep you ſpite of fin and hell. 
O glorious promiſe ! Wondrous grace! 


na, In humble faith we lift our face: 

bd CC Eſt rang'd from thee, long did we roam, 
da But now we to our Father come. 

be Angels and men behold— This day 

4 by Our 1dols all we caſt away ; 


„Our foreign lords we hence diſclaim, 
* And never ſhall adore their name. 
Father behold, and us receive 

Thy holy promis'd Spirit give; 
„Life, light, and ſtrength may he impart, 
« And dwell for ever in our heart! 

© From fierce attacks and ſecret ſnares, 
+ Temptations ſtrong, and inward fears, 
From faintings that our fins attend, 
„father, in mercy, us defend! 

1 Supported by thy favor free, 

The jeſt of ſcorners let us be; 

« The drunkard's ſong, as outcaſts vile; 
„All welcome, if our Father ſmile. 
In us, tho? fin doth much prevail, 

* Tho? (till ſurrounding foes aſſail, 

* Tho? 1.: ourſelves we can't endure, 
la God is our ſalvation ſure.” 
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DIALO GU. E 
BETWEEN 
EeenNETus a Minifter, and ELENORA a young 
Lady deſiring to commemorate the Death of 


Chriſt. 
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he King s daughter 1s all glorious withes ; ber cloth- 
ing ts of wrought gold, 
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EPENETUS. Ir gives me much pleaſure to ſee you, 
Madam. It 1s hoped your friends are all well. 

ELENORA. Yes, Sir, I thank you, they are all in 
good health. 

Err. This evening being appointed for converſing 
with thoſe young perſons who intend to join our con- 
gregation on the next opportunity of commemorating 
the death of our dear Redeemer; I hope this 1s your 
buſineſs here. 

ELE. I would fondly, Sir,-partake of that ſolemn or- 
dinance, ſhould you find me qualified. 

Erz. My young friend ſhould remember that the 
chief part of that work falls to her own ſhare. You 
are beſt acquainted with your own character. And ! 
hope you are alfo acquainted with the qualifications re- 

uired 1n order to acceptable communicating. 

ELE. Not fo well acquainted as I.ought, and might, 
had I properly improved my religious advantages, 
But you know alſo, Sir, that one is too apt to be par- 
tial in the eſtimation of her own qualifications, Deceit 
dwells in every human heart ; particularly reſpecting 
the value of religious attainments. Tlierefore mini- 
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ters are appointed the judges of the qualifications ne- 
ceſſary for beneficial communicating. 

EE. Arduous is the taſk to judge of the qualifica- 
tions required in the worthy communicant, - Man can 
only judge from outward. appearance; but the Lord 
looketh on the heart. This however I acknowledge is 
part of the truſt committed to miniſters and elders, for 
the proper diſcharge of which they muſt one day give 
an account to the Head of the church. Hence, while im- 
partiality and fidelity ought to mark their conduct, 
their hearers alſo ought to be candid, Ingenuouſly in- 
forming them of their motives, feelings, and manner of 
life, that, according to the ability of human diſcernment, 
a proper eſtimate may be made of cach character. 

Ex. My heart, I muit acknowledge, is deceitful and 
deſperately wicked : however it ſhall be my endeavor 
not to 1mpole 1n this matter. 

Erz. She who impoſes in religious matters, impoſes 
chiefly. upon herſelf. In every religious ſervice we 
have to do with God. He cannot be-deceived. Reve- 
lation declares that he is a God of knowledge, and by 
um actions are weighed. To him the characters of all 
are perfectly known. The thick veil of hypocriſy ean- 
not conceal from his view. The hidden receſſes of the 
numan heart are unfolded before him. Great fear is 
therefore due unto the Lord. He ought to be approach. 
ed with reverence and godly fear. 

ELE. Reflecting upon the nature of this ſolemnity, 
ſear «gitates my ſoul left I ſhould eat and drink un- 
worthily. Bur I feel a ftrong and an inereaſing deſire 
to obey the command of Jeſus. : 

Erz. Blefiſcd is that perſon whoſe heart always moves 
with godly fear. This induces to ſupplicate for di- 
vine aid. This fear alſo animates to the diligent uſe 
of the means ardained for preparation, Theſe God 
hath promiſed to ſucceed. The child who loves his 
parent is careful not to offend. This care nourtthes 
obedience. Obedience prevents paternal chaſtiſements. 
Numerous 


| (. $ } 

_ Numerous beneficial effects flow from filial fear. Henee 
they are always bleſſed who fear the Lord. But fla. 
viſh fear cruſhes the ſpirit of ingenuous homage. It 
chains the noYyler powers of the ſoul. The ſtrong de- 
fire however which you expreſs to obey the comniand 

of Jeſus, is ſome evidence that you are not under the 
influence of that bondage. Certainly it is a juſt, anda 
proper deſire to wiſh, from proper motives, to come. 
morate the death of Jeſus. And the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, 
God, will fulfil the juſt deſire of thoſe that fear him, 
Thoſe therefore who fincerely fear him may, agreeable 
to his own promiſe, expect to be abundantiy ſatisfied 
with the goodnets of his houſe, even of his holy place, 

ELE. My deſire is ſtrong, and I hope alſo unfeigned, 
But Oh the neceſſity of proper preparation in order to 

approach the God of love. 

Ex. Youranxiety I hope flows from a proper origin, 
But permit me to add, that, it is of the greatelt conſe. 
quence that you minutely examine the motives -which 
actuate your conduct. The voice of unerring Know- 
ledge is, out of the heart are the iſſues of life.“ But 
a defiled hh art cannot ſend forth pure actions. Can a 
polluted fountain fend forth pure ſtreams? Pure mo- 
tives can only dwell in a purified heart: and pure mo- 
tives alone produce virtuous conduct. Nor can any 
human heart be purified, but by the gracious influences 
of the Holy Ghoſt. It is alſo certain that the real va- 
lue of human actions is chiefly aſcertained by tlie quali- 
ty of the motives from hence they flow. It is narrat- 
ed of one of the Kings of Iſrael, that © he did that which 
was Tight in the fight of the Lord, but not with a per- 
« fect heart.” One ought not only. to do that which is 
Tiglit in the ſight of the Lord, but it ought alſo to be 
done with a perfect heart, To celebrate the wondrous 
love of Jeſus is highly proper, but it onght alſo to 
be done from proper motives, and directed unto proper 


ends. 
ELz. May I not aſk, if it is not a proper motive to 
profe!s 
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profeſs the faith of the goſpel, and to partake of che | 
Lord's 1 ? Is it not uſual for perſons of my years 
to do fo ? | 

Erk. True, this is a reaſonable ſervice; and it is alſo 
uſual for perſons arrived at maturity to keep this ſo- 
lemn ſervice. But O, my friend ought to beware of 
coming to the table of the Lord merely in compliance 
with the example of others. A nobler motive ſhould 
bring to the ſacred feaſt, Powerful is the effe&t of ex- 
ample upon human condutt. This, more than any other 
active principle, operates in practice. Stubborn as the 
human mind is, it is flexible to imitation, Nor is imi- 
tation altogether criminal even in this matter. As a 
ſeebler motive it may innocently operate, but as a prin- 
cipal motive it is criminal, The impelling motive 
ſhould be from within. It ſhould originate in the mind. 
Or in ſacred language it is the love of Chriſt that ſhould 
conſtrain. A ſweet conſtraint indeed. How powerful 
the love of Jeſus in dying for us! Who can reſiſt the 
pleaſant force of the love of Jeſus manifeſted by the re- 
newing influences of the Holy Ghoſt upon the ſoul ! In 
creating again in Chriſt Jeſas unto good works ;—in 
purifying the heart by faith. - Such I hope is the caſe 
with you, Madam ; but excuſe enquiring more particu- 
larly into this matter. Do you recollect when you be- 
gan ſeriouſly to ſeek after ſalvation? 1 grant that it 
may be diſticult to tell when, or deſcribe the manner in 
which a change was produced in your character; howe=, 

ver you can, I hope, recolle& ſome leading circumſtans 
ces, Theſe I beg you will narrate with ſimplicity and 
with candor, 

ELE. It is a conſiderable time fince 1 began to feel 
Oy reſpecting my eternal concerns, if indeed I can 
lay that J am as yet ſeriouſly concerned. This howe= 
ver is a queſtion of no ſmall difficulty to me. 

ErE. In proper time, it is hoped, that queſtion will 
de amply reſolved to your great conſolation. Some- 
times the operations of the Spirit are viſible, and ſtrong ; 
: (z ſometimes 


3 
ſometimes leſs obvious and forcible. One thing how- 
ever is certain, that regeneration always produces holi. 
neſs. Hence, converhon is always proved by purity of 
manners. During ſome time paſt, I have with plea- 
ſure beheld you more regular in your attendance upon 
the preaching of the goſpel. Your anxious looks have 
alſo indicated an attentive heart. Nor have you, 1 hope, 
heard without improvement. 

ELE. Well may I this evening remember my faults, 
Time was when the houſe of God was unfrequented by 
me ;—when the Sabbath was a wearineſs ;—when tra- 
verſing the fields, or lolling in indolence, I ſpent my 
Sabbaths. O my heart bleeds at the remembrance. 
My heart is overcome. Good eauſe have mine eyes to 
weep, which might have juſtly this' evening beea lift- 
ing up in endleſs torments. | 

Ex. Be not too much overcome of ſorrow. Re- 
member that the tears of genuine repentance are ſingu- 
lar bleſſings from the father of mercies. Thoſe are 
highly favored who have the various fountains of pe- 
nitential ſorrow broken up in the ſoul, and made to 
rul: forth in conſequeace of fin. Sin muſt either cauſe 
weeptng and ſorrow here, or it will cauſe wailing and 
gnaſhing of teeth hereafter. Thrice happy, therefore, 
are all who mourn for fin ; theſe ſhall be comforted. 
The tears of penitence water the trees of righteouſneſs, 
Theſe trees are the planting of the Lord of Hofts, and 
every plant which our heavenly Father hath planted 
thail grow up and flouriſh. In old age, when others 
fade, they ſhall ftill be fat and flouriſhing, to ſhew that 
we Lord. is upright. , The trees of righteouſneſs alone 
bring forth fruit unto eternal like. 5 
EE. But, O Sir, the important queſtion is this, 
Am I planted in the Houſe of the Lord by his Almigb- 
« ty hand? ; | 

eg. Cheriſh conviction, Quench- not the Spirit. 
It is certain that every bloſſom does not produce fruit: 
Þut it is equally certain that devoid of bloſſoms the:e * 
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be no fruit. Deſend then the bloſſoms of holineſs 
Shelter them from the deſtructive blaſts of temptation, 
perſecution, and reproach. 3 the things which 
remain that are ready to die. a particular exami- 
nation of their quality, enquire a; into the origion from 
whence they have ſprung. For, if theſe have ſprun 
from temporary emotions, they will ſuddenly decay: 
but if they have ſprung from the heavenly feed of the 
word, then they ſhall produce the fruits of holineſs. 
And theſe fruits terminate in eternal glory. For In- 
ſpiration calls this ſeed, * the incorraptible ſeed of the 
word, which abideth, and remaineth for ever.” 

Es. I would fondly hope that this divine ſeed has 
been ſown in my mind. The manner m which this 
was accompliſhed is more difficult to defcribe. I can 
however ſay, that a late fickneſs brought me ſeemingly 
to the gates of death. The fear of death rouſed me to 
thoughtfulneſs. I meditated on my former ways. 
The reflection filled my ſoul with the moſt acute pain 
and anguiſh, I began to cry for mercy, and bitterly 
bewailed my paſt conduct. The. thought of my pait 
crimes, of my preſent ſituation, of the awful nature of 
death, and of an approaching judgment, combined to 
rouſe my ſoul. Then a thouſand worlds would have 
been cheerfully given for a reſtoration of health, and a 
prolonging of life. Kind heaven was pleaſed to grant 
this high favor, No fooner was ſtrength renewed to 
walk ahroad, then I repaired to the church. That day 
you preached upon the charaQer and fate of a wicked 
perſon, To me that ſermon was eminently bleſſed. 
Previous to my illneſs I was inattentive to the concerns 
of my ſoul, But, my anxiety being rouſed by fick- 
neſs, I came that day to the church with earneſt defires 
after ſalvation, By the kindneſs of God, the word 
came with power to my conſctence. It' was more 
ſtrongly rouſed. I hope I can ſay that my heart was 
opened like Lydia's “ to attend unto the things which 
were ſpoken. Liſtening to the truths of the goſpel, my 

| G 2 under. 
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underſtanding was more fully informed of my ſad tate; 
informed that the character of a wicked perſon was 
that of mine. That I had been uſhered into the world 
with an heart full of enmity to God, and with diſpo- 
ſitions inclining me to all manner of vice. That m 

heart was full of malicious diſpoſitions fimilar to the 
Wicked One. That theſe had exerted themſelves in 
conduct ſimilar to his. That, like a child imitating a 
father, my conduct had been an imitation of the Father 
of lies. The deſcription given brought my youthful 
crimes into ſad remembrance. Parental admonitions 
ſlighted, —godly example miſimproved, - numerous 
mercies abuſed, and numerous crimes committed. Bit- 
ter was the recollection of the moments ſpent in the 
company of the diſſolute and the profane. Doleſul was 


the echo of my horrid oaths. Diſmal the ſound of my 


vile converſation, and my ſcoffing at ſacred things. 
Galling was the remembrance of proſaned Sabbaths. 
The loſs of the conſecrated moments pierced my ſoul 
with tenfold ſorrow. - To enumerate my feelings in 
that hour is quite impoſſible.” It can only be ſaid, 
that all my crimes were marſhalled up to view, and 
each one, with a voice more piercing than thunder, de- 
nounced the juſt vengeance of God againſt my enor- 
mous crimes. Ol Sir, my ſoul trembles at the recol- 
lection of theſe things. | 
Erk. I hope however that you have trembled, that you 
may reſt in the day of trouble. O how wondrous and 
how various are the ways of the divine Spirit ! Some- 
times he introduces into the family of God by means 
of the manifeſtation of the truth unto the conſcience ; 
ſometimes by the alarming diſpenſations of Providence ; 
bleſſing perſonal, domeſtic, or relative affliction for the 
ſalvation of the ſoul. Not unfrequently, alſo, the ſtill, 
ſilent, influence of a godly education, and the continued 
uſe of the means of grace, are bleſſed to produce holi- 
neſs. In ſome of theſe inſtances, His operations are 
more obvious and ſtrong, in others leſs vigorous and 
evident, 
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evident. » Often they may not be fully evident, neither 
to the happy individual herſelf, nor to her companions» 
But pray, may J aſk you, How is your mind now af- 
ſected? Have you obtained calmneſs of ſoul? And can 
you aſcertain how you have obtained it? 

ELE, My mind is greatly calmed. --But it is difficult 
to fay how that peace was obtained. I can only ſay, 
that, in conſequence of what was then experienced, ſal- 
vation was no longer deemed a matter of indifference. 
On the contrary it was efteemed the one thing needful. 
My ſoul ſought hard after God. I moſt ardeatly ſought 
after faith in the Son of God, — by anxious and diligent _ 
reading of the ſacred Oracles,—by conſtant attendance 
upon the preaching of the word, by fervent prayer, — 
by frequenting the company of the godly, and learning 
of them the ways of the Lord. Obſerving this line of 
conduct, my mind gradually obtained relief, and the 
keen anguiſh of my ioul was removed. Still however 
my concern is great, reſpecting the conſequences. 

Erk. But does your heart now glow with fincere love 
to all the human race ? Do you not wiſh that all your 
friends and companions may obtain n and be 
reſcued from miſery? 

ELE. Yes, Sir, now F can cordially forgive the moſt 
mycterate foe. Now I feel my heart glowing with ſin- 
cere affection towards the whole human race. My wiſh 
tor all 1s, that they may glorify the God of heaven, and 
that they may be ſaved. 

Eee. May I now enquire how your mind is diſpoſ- 
d reſpecting the important duty of prayer? Are you 
favored with ardor and with boldneſs? Is your heart 
enlarged? Have you liberty to make your requeſts known 
with joy? Are you freed from that ſtupidity and for- 
mal lang uor which often hover over the mind? Is your 
foul deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of the Being and 
perfections of God? Do you ever feel any thing fi F milar 
to that boldneſs of Jacob, when, in wreſtling with the 
inge! of the Covenant, he faid unto God, I will not let 
lice go except thou bleſs me ? 
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Ex. Ah Sir, my experience does not reach to that 
height ! Jacob was many years a wreſtler at the throne 
of grace, before he obtained power to prevail with the 
Angel. | 2 ä 

Ex. True, but can you ſay, that he was an aged 
wreſtler when he obtained the viſion of the angels in the de- 
fart? and when in holy extaſy and joy he exclaimed, ſay- 
ing, * Surely the Lord was in this place, and I knew it 
not, this is none other than the houſe of God, and the 
very gate of Heaven?“ He was then a young believer. 
He was alſo in a ſituation the molt trying both to humani- 
ty and to grace. The ſword of an only brother forced 
him to flie from his father's houſe, and the land of his 
nativity. He was journeying thgpugh a waſte howling 

wilderneſs to a foreign land. Scarcely were the mourn. 
fub wailings of his fond parents upon his departure, fi- 
lent in his ears, when the roaring of the devouring 
beaſts of the deſart commenced. Overwhelmed with 
anxious dread he paſt the firſt day. Vanquiſhed with 
ſorrow, and worn out with grief and fatigue, at night 
he lay down to fleep. The cold earth his bed. The 
hard ſtones his pillow. But in ſuch a place, and in fuch 

a ſituation he was bleſſed with that fignal diſplay of 
divine favor. God bleſſes in the day of calamity. 
He approaches the ſoul in the deſart of adverfity. When 
the head is lying on the ſtony pillow of adverſity, the 
viſions of heaven are granted. The God of Jacob is in 
a peculiar manner the God of the young ſufferer. He 
often deals bountifully with young ſaints. He carries 
the lambs in his boſom. He admits them into his fe- 
eret counſels, and warms them with his peculiar love. 
The ſecret of the Lord is with them who fear, and un- 
* to them will he manifeſt his Covenant.“ Parental 
care is Chiefly tendered towards the youngeſt. In how 
much greater abundance doth the tender care of the 
Father of mercies flow towards his young ones, who 
have newly given themſelves to him in a perpetual 
covenant. hat is the affection of an earthly parent, 
compared to Aliat of the great Parent of the Univerſe? 
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ELE. Good cauſe have I to praiſe him for his kind- 
neſs towards my ſoul. For though I cannot venture to 
ſay much, yet I will fay, that he hath been merciful unto 
me. I truſt that he hath heard my prayer, and enlarged 
my heart. And though at times deadneſs prevails over 
me, yet at other times, I am enabled to make my re- 
queſts known with joy; to wreſtle for my pardon ;—to 
long for holineſs to thirſt for communier, And Oh 
Sir, were I admitted to partake of the Lord's ſupper, I 
hope my conſcience would be quite calmed, and = 
ſoul pacified. 

Erk. The hiſtory you hav given, will I hope render 
it no difficult matter to permit you to participate of 
that ordinance, Let me, however, guard my friend a- 
gainſt a very great miſtake which the is about 

ELE. What, Sir, a great miſtake ! Pray what is 
that? My great anxiety to be kept from ſuch a thing, 
has emboldened me to interrupt you. Pray deal can- 
didly with me, and prevent me from any miſtake con- 
cerning a work of ſuch vaſt importance. 1 

Erk. The miſtake is this, that you ſaid, were ou ji 
admitted to the table of the Lord, that would calm 8 
your conſcience.“ But I am ſorry that I cannot 
preſently ſhow the nature of this 2 becauſe ſome 
other perſons are waiting; but pleaſe call upon me a- 
gain as ſoon as convenient, and I ſhall endeavour to 
ihow you the nature thereof. | 

ELE. My anxiety, Sir, will reduce me ſoon to ſee 
you again. Nor mult I at preſent murmur. Thoſe 
who are waiting ſtand perhaps in equal need. of your 
admonitions and inſtructions. 


* 
j * 


_& Bear us above all doubts and * 
„Thy ſpecial love make known, 


© Then ſhall we preſent things deſpiſe, 
And live by faith alone,” —— 
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Go forth O ye daughters of Zion, and behold King Solo. 
mon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him 
in the day of his eſpouſals, and in the day of the glad- 
neſs of his heart. 

| SONG of SOLO, iii. 11. 


ErPENETVUS. I AM happy to ſee you. I hope all 
things have been proſperous reſpecting your ſpiritual 
concerns fince I had the pleaſure of ſeeing you laſt. - 

ELENORA. Oh Sir, I have experienced, the greateſt con- 
eern about what you mentioned in the concluſion of our 
laſt converſation, This is the cauſe why I have troub- 
led you ſo ſoon again, at ſuch a time, when the care of 
others as well as myſelf ſo frequently occupies your at- 
tention before the ſolemn ſervice. 1 have revolved in 
my mind your ſaying, © that it was a great miſtake to 
expect that coming to the Lord's table, would calm 
* my conſcience and afford peace to my mind.“ O Sir, 
J cannot yet perceive why this may not be obtained, and 
why it 1s not a very proper motive to induce one to 
come to that ſolemn feaſt. 

Erz. You may be certain, Madam, that nothing but 
a ſenſe of the duty incumbent upon me to all my hearers 
alike, would have induced me to ſend you away with 
ſuch an anxions mind. With an error mentioned with- 
out being conſidered, and the remedy pointed out. A 
Rate of doubt, and of ſuſpenſe is a very painful one to 
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the human mind. A keen reſtleſſneſs, without being 
able to obtain any ſolid ſatis faction, is very unpleaſant. 
Nay, when ſatisfaction is not obtained, the anxiety of 
mind is increaſed. I am ſorry to learn that fach 
has been your ſtate of mind; and that, in reflecting upon 
what was mentioned, you have not obſerved where the 
error exiſts, It 1s but too common a miſtake, my friend, 
for perſons to approach the table of the Lord with the 
view of calming their conſciencen. The following re- 
marks however may ſhow that it is, in a certain degree, 
a wrong motive. Conſcience, you know, is that active 
diſcerning principle of the human mind, which approves 
of thoſe actions it deems good, and condemns thoſe it 
judges evil. Like all the other powers of the ſoul, this 
principle is vitiated and enfeebled : yet it is the moſt 
active, and the moſt vigorous, of a virtuous nature, re- 
maining in depraved man. Next to God, conſcience is 
the beſt acquainted with the human character: and 
next to God, the ſevereſt avenger of wrong. Nothing 
previous to endleſs torments is more dreadful. than an 


Wiwvakened conſcience. In company ſhe ſecretly ſtings 


the guilty, In the hour of externat mirth, ſhe ſilently 
approaches to torture the mind, and to embitter all joy. 
in the hour of ſolitude ſhe alſo wrecks her vigorous fury. 
Nor doeth ſhe retire in the hour of affliction, but ren- 
ders affliction tenfold painful. A man may ſuſtain 
his infirmity, but a wounded ſpirit who can bear?“ 
Wuo can bear the reproaches of conſcience, and her 
readful forebodings of coming vengeance ? 

ELE. But, Sir, when the conſcience is thus a- 
larmed, and produces ſuch an inſupportable pain, ought 
not the beſt of remedies to be uſed in order to obtain 
peace? And ſince the Lord's ſupper occupies a ſupe- 
or rank in this reſpe&, ought not one to haſten there, 
In order to obtain conſolation? 

Eeg. 'Fhat in ſuch a fituation, the moſt powerful 
cans ſhould be uſed to remove anxiety and dread, will 
e readily granted: bit this will not argue in behalf of 
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improper means. For, if improper. means are uſed, 
the caſe of the foul will be rendered worſe than before, 
It is certain, that, when once the conſcience is proper. 
ly alarmed with an apprehenſion of guilt, the foul Can 
have no reſt. And there is only one of two ways in 
which conſcience can be ſilenced. Either by obtaining 
peace from the influence of Chriſt's blogd applied by the 
divine Spirit; or by a fatal repetition of crimes, blunting 
the keen edge of conviction, and benumbing the mental 
powers. For either the perſon whoſe conſcience hath 
been once thoroughly awakened muſt abandon the paths 
of folly, or become tenfold. more vicious than before, 
| Nay more, by a repetition of crimes conſeience may be 
ny . filenced, and rendered ſo callous to every impreſſion, that 
1 ſhe may for the preſent give little anxiety: but ſhe will 
certainly awake, and in proportion to the violence done 
her, ſhe will haraſs and torture with double fury. Should 
not this happen before, nor even in the hour of death, 
it certainly will the very next ſtep after death, and; in 
yonder region of unalleviated anguiſh, prove * the 
worm which dieth not, and the fire that never ſhall 
* be quenched,” Theſe conſiderations render it a mat- 
ter of the very greateſt importance, how they act, who 
have had their conſcience awakened ; and what means 
they uſe in order to obtain peace. Not a few run to 
the performance of duty for eaſe. But this is only— 

ELE. My anxiety reſpecting this matter is the cauſe 
why I have been ſo rude as to interrupt you. But pray, 
Sir, in what way can peace poſſibly be obtained, if not 
in the performance of duty. 

EE. The performance of duty is unqueſtionably te 
be uſed in order to calm an awakened conſcience: but 
it is not that which doeth actually produce peace. It 
only the way to lead to the city of refuge. Now yon 
know, that ſafety and reſt to the man who ſlew his bro- 
ther unawares, were not to be obtained in the way te 
the ancient city of refuge, but only within the walls 0 


tat city. Should he have miftaken the way which led to 
che 
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the city of refuge, be never could have arrived in that 
city? Did he remain in the road, he never would have 
been ſaved from the purſuing ſword ? In a fimilar man- 
ner, conſcience cannot obtain reſt without ufing the ap- 
pointed means; but if ſhe reſts in theſe alone, ſhe will 
not find 1t- The performance of duty is the way; but 
by faith in Chriſt alone, peace is obtained to a guilty 
conſcience. He alone is the hope ſet before us in the goſ- 
pel. © He" alone is our peace.“ Therefore it is not our 
expreſſing love to him in the holy ſacrament : but 
his love ſhed abroad in our ſouls by the Holy Ghoſt 
which affords ſolid and permanent peace. It is the 
re, Ml © blood of Chriſt which ſprinkles the conſcience from 
be dead works to ſerve the living God, and which pro- 
nat © duces joy and peace in believing.“ Do you not recol- 
ill lect what our Lord himſelf ſays upon this ſubject, come 
ne © unto me all ye that labor and are heavy ladened and I 
ald © will give you reſt.” To him thoſe burdened with a ſenſe 
th, of guilt ought to fl., thither they are to repair to caſt 
in their burden on the Lord. Man ought firſt to take 
the hold of the ſtrength of Chriſt by faith, then he will be 
al qualified to perform holy duties, and in fo doing he 
at · may expect the enjoyment of comfort; but if a man un- 
ho witely attempt the performance of duty, merely to ob- 
ans tain peace of conſcience, and neglect the only way of 
toll peace, he will but weary himſelf for very vanity. Be 
— © :tured, that it is exceedingly dangerous to ſeek peace 
uſeſ in communicating. Does not this ſuppoſe the idea of - 
ay merit therein. Too many thus imagine. Too man 
thus attempt to filence their conſcience, that ſo unmo- 
leſted they may purſue their abominations. But ah, 
thoſe who approach this ſacred table merely to calm 
their minds, are greatly in danger of returning with a 
ſeared inſtead of an healed conſcience. I grant that this 
ſolemn ordinance is admirably calculated to comfort 
the mind: but it muſt firſt have obtained reſt in union 
to Chriſt, where alone the weary find reſt, He alone is 
the phyſiciag that heals the wounded in heart. The 
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everlaſting Father hath anointed bim the Supplier of 
the various wants of his people. This is beautifully 
deſcribed by Iſaiah, in the ſixty- firſt chapter of his — 
Pheſy at the beginning, who introduces the glorious Me. 
lator as ſaying, * The ſpirit of the Lord God is upon 
me; becauſe the Lord hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings unto the meek ; he hath. ſent me to 
bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the priſon to them 
that are bound ; to proclaim the acceptable year of 
the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to 
comfort all that mourn; to appoint unto them thyt 
mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for aſhes, 
the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praiſe for 
the ſpirit of heavineſs ; that they might be called trees 
of righteouſneſs, the planting of the Lord, that he 
might be glorified.” This paſſage deſerves to be en- 
graven upon every memory. Whether ſhall we ad- 
mire the beauty of the compoſition, or the riches of 
the conſolation contained therein? I doubt not but ma- 
ny have fed plentifully upon the conſolation, who have 
little perceived the beauty of the compoſition. Here 
is ſufficient however to gratify the moſt refined taſte, 
and to feed the moſt famiſhing heart. Bleſſed are all 
they who hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, for 
© they ſhall Le filled.“ 

ELE. They are bleſſed indeed who are longing for 
the bread of life. But what you have ſaid of the dan- 
ger in coming to the ſolemn ordinance to obtain peace 
to my conſcience, affords me much uneaſineſs, I can 
eaſily conceive that it is an improper motive to com- 
memorate the death of Jeſus, merely in compliance 
with example or cuſtom ; but it appears more difficult 
to aſcertain how this is an erroneous motive. Is not 
this iuſtitution frequently called a nouriſhing and an 

invigorating ordinance. Nay, Sir, is not communicating 
that which you yourſelf underſtand, by coming tg Chritt, 
and caſting the burden of fin upon him ?—unloading 
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‚ F 
one's ſelf of guilt, and truſting in him alone for ſalva- 
tion? | | 
Erz. You will remember I readily admit, that 
there can be no proper communicating without theſe 
things be previouſly done. Pleaſe to recollect, however, 
that there is an eſſential difference between the perfor- 
mance of a duty, and that which qualifies for the per- 
formance of that duty. Coming to Chriſt, and receiv- 
ing pardon, grace, and ſtrength from him, both qualifies 
to communiate, and alſo gives a right ſoS do. But 
is there not an eſſential difference between coming tò 
Chriſt to receive the wedding-garment, and fitting down 
to feaſt with him, adorned with that garment? Are not 
theſe two ſeparate and diſtinct actions? And is not the 
previous doing of the former, eſſentially neceſſary to 
the proper doing of the latter? You” remember the 
fate of him who came to the marriage of the King's 
Son without a wedding-garment. What befel him, 
loudly calls upon all to be particularly careful how 
they conduct themſelves reſpecting this holy ordinance. 
Verily the King will come in to ſee the gueſts. His 
eyes are as a flame of fire.” To him all hearts are 
manifeſt. 

ELE. Oh, Sir, your ſayings produce greater anxiety 
in my mind than ever, and deter me from this ordi- 
nance. - | - 

EPE. This was not intended; but you know that it 
is my duty to deal faithfully, It is only intended to 
guard you from miſapprehenſions of this ſacrament, 
and to reſcue you from that ſnare into which many 
have wilfully fallen. | . | 

ELE. Your kindneſs is great, and merits-more gra- 
titude than I can expreſs. What you have ſaid has 
carried conviction to my mind; and will I hope be 
ſingularly beneficial to my ſoul. But pray, add to your 
former kindneſs an explanation of what is underſtood 
by the wedding-garment, whok you lay is ſo — 

F 
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ly neceſſary in order to proper communicating, that 1 
may receive a more diſtinct idea of this important duty. 

Erz. Your requeſt is proper, and ſince this is not the 
hour of compliment, but of inſtruction, it ſhall be cheer- 
fully complied with. 

Revelation declares, that man once was adc vned with 
the robes of righteouſneſs and of innocence. That 
then he enjoyed the ſweet communion of God. Sin 
however ſtripped him of theſe unſullied robes, and 
-clathed hin wich filthy garments. Sin filled his 
mind with enmity to God, and depraved all the powers 
of his ſoul. By fin, garnet beclouded his underſtand- 
ing. His will became perverſe. His affections were 
alienated from holineſs, In ſuch a condition man is 
unqualified for communion with God. He cannot have 
fellowſhip with iniquity. He is of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity. But, that forlorn man might not be 
forever debarred the preſence of his Maker, the Son of 
the Higheſt by his expreſs and direct appointment urray- 
ed himſelf in the humble garments of humanity, that 
he might purchaſe eternal communion for the faithful, 
He obeyed and died, that the guilty deſcendants of A- 
dam might be * clothed with the garments of ſalvation, 
and covered with the robe of righteouſneſs.” Such is 
the adorning ſuitable to this ſacred feaſt. An intereſt 
in Chriſt, and an actual participation of pardon and of 
holineſs, compoſe the wedding-garment. 

ELE. Now, Sir, I. underſtand that the poſſeſſion of 
pardon, and of holineſs are neceſſary in order to worthy 
communicating, and in order to ſolid and permanent 
peace of mind. But Oh! how may I know aſſuredly 
that I am pardoned, ſo that I may aſcend the hill of God, 
and ſtand with acceptance in his holy place. 

Erk. Numerous are the evidences of the reception 
of pardon, however difficult 1t may be for the indivi- 
dual to arrive at comfortable certainty. But if the life 
which you now live in the fleſh, be by the faith of 
the ſon of God ;—if you are walking by faith and not 


by fglitzif you are ingenuouſly humbled becauſe 
of 
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of fin, daily mourning for it, carefully avoiding every ap- 
pearance of evil, conſcientiouſly performing all known 
duty, increafing both in love to God, aud to all the 
ſharers of humanity ; and are alſo more and more grow- 
ing in holineſs, then the evidence is clear that you have 
taſted the ſweets of pardon. Nor are theſe aſſertions 
unſubſtantiated by the facred Oracles. Theſe declare, 
that the ſons of pardon * walk not after the fleſh but af- 
* ter the ſpirit.” That they are dead to fin, and alive 
to righteouſneſs. That they who are Chriſt's, have 
crucified the fleſh with us affections and luſts. That all 
men know that they are the diſciples of Jeſus, becauſe 
they love one another. That this love is taught them of 
God. That the love of God is ſhed abroad in their hearts 
by the Holy Ghoſt, which 1s given unto them, That 
they delight in the law. of the Lord after the inward 
man, That they have a reſpett unto all the command- 
ments of God ; and that, in the lmcerity of their ſouls, 

they walk humbly with God. Such is the character | 
given in the ſacred writings of the faithful. 

ELE. From come of theſe marks I would fondly draw 
comfort, though I cannot from them all. O how little 
do I grieve for fin: how weak and feeble is my faith! 
and how much is my mind engroffed. with things hielt 
are ſeen and temporal! How proud is my vicious heart! 
How eaſily betrayed into fin ! How many vain thoughts 
lodge within! O how remits in ry even amid all my 
anxiety about ſalvation ! How feeble the ardor of my 
love to God! O that I could love God N and that 
the Savior were more precious in mine eyes! O that I 
could cordially ſay, * Chriſt is altogether lovely, and the 
* chiefeſt among ten thouſand,” 

Erz. Be not dejected. God will not deſpiſe the day 
of ſmall things; nor quench the ſmoking flax. He 
will cauſe it to aſcend into a vehement flame. The 
imalleſt ſpart of divine love 1s the work of the Spirit, 
and wherever he begins a good work, he will carry it on 
until the day of Chriſt. Be not afraid, only believe: 
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Daily ſupplicate the Hearer of prayer, ſaying, *Lord in- 
© ereaſe my faith.” Give all diligence to make your 
calling and election ſure. How? not by an indolent, 
and an impious prying into ſecret things, which belong 
only to God, but by a conſtant, diligent, humble, and 
perſevering uſe of appointed means, labor to ſay from 
experience, I know in whom I have believed, and J 
am perſuaded that he is able to keep what I have cm- 
* mitted unto him againſt that day.“ The wondrous 
act of God's eternal love to the ſoul is manifeſted by 
its being enabled to bring forth the fruits of holineſs. 
Les, an holy life is the certain proof of God's diſtinguiſhing 
love. By this alone ſhall men know that they are the 
called according to his purpoſe. By the quality of the 
ſtreams, imperfe& mortals are to aſcertain the fountain 
from whence they flow. The God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt aſſures us, that he hath choſen believ- 
ers in Chriſt Jeſus before the world began, not becauſe 
of their foreſeen faith or good works, but for the expreſs 
purpoſe that they ſhould be holy and without blame be- 
fore him in love.“ Be it then your care to cultivate ho- 
lineſs. Be holy as God is holy. Fight the good fight 
of faith, Endure hardneſs as a good ſoldier of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Neither fail nor be diſcouraged. - He that en- 
dureth unto the end ſhall be ſaved. Nor are you called 
to a warfare upon your own charges. Every thing 1s 
provided for the chriſtian warrior. Put on therefore 
the whole armor of God. War a good warfare; your 
cauſe is the beſt, and the moſt ample honors await. 
God 1s not unrighteous to forget your work of faith, and 
labor of love. One day you ſhall receive the palm of 
victory. Endleſs pleaſures are reſerved in heaven for 
the righteous, There they ſhall be placed beyond the 
reach of ſin, of ſorrow, of crying, and of pain. But fre- 
quently alſo beliezers enjoy bleſſed foretaſtes of theſe 
Joys at a communion table. O what meltings of heart 
are experienced in beholding the love of Jeſus ! What 


ardent loagiugs after holineſs ! What raviſhing pleaſures 
and. 


bs (77) 

end joys are experienced, when Jeſus is pleaſed'to make 
himſelf known to his diſciples in the breaking of bread ! 
Come then, with an enlarged heart, to the table of the 
Lord, and may you be abundantly - refreſhed with the 
bleſſiags of holy communion. And may you be forti- 
fied againſt all the ſnares and temptations to which your 
age and ſex are expoſed ; and kept by the almighty 
power of God through faith unto eternal ſalvation. 


ICHES of mercy, precious gifts, 
„ Are promis'd by the Lord, 
« And to his choſen ones ſecur'd 
„ By his unchanging word. 
„Well ſuited to his people's need 
„ Theſe friendly graces ſhine; 8 
«© But of diffuſive gen' ral uſe, | 3 
None more than faith divine. 
Their hearts that often ſinking are 
And faint thro' various grief, 
By faith he raiſes; and in midſt 
Of trouble gives relief. 
When conſcience charges home the guilt, 
„Which they can.ne'er remove, 
+ Faith covers all beneath the ſhade 
++ Of bleeding, dying, love. 
© B=lizving that their dear. ſt Lord 
& For them endur'd the ſhame, * 
% They welcome ſcorn, and to reproach. 
With joy give up their name. 
© Tho? dark and tireſome is their way, 
And ſpread with many ſnares z 
„In confidence of promis'd light, 
% KFaitb diſſipates their fears. 
« Like wave on wave, from ev'ry hand 
{++ While heavy tidings roll, 
% Firm truſt in all. ſufficient aid, 
© Unmoy'd preſerves the foul,” —————_— 
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A LETTER. TO ATLAD T, 
ENDEAVOURING TO DESCRIBE © 
T he proper EXERCISES of DevoTION in com- 
memorating the Death of Jeſus. 


— — — — 


1 wil! greatly rejoice in the Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joy- 
ful in my God ; for he hath clothed me with the gar- 
"ments of ſalvation, he hath covered me with the R OB E 
OF RIGH TEOQUSNESS. 
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ISA. Ixi. 10. 


Tn intelligence reſpecting your 
happineſs, and that of your family, afforded me the 
higueſt ſatisfaction. Of all that proſperity which 
| attends our friends, a large portion is experienced 
by a generous mind. Nor is it eaſy. to determine 
hory near that may approach to the pleaſure of actual 
enjoyment. Sure I am, Madam, that you are no 
| ſtranger to this feeling, and your pen could give a 
more accurate and lively deſcription thereof. Mine 
can only give the xude {ketch. This feeling, howe- 
ver, which 15 fo Nealant when operating concerning 
temporal things, muſt have a double reliſh when ope- 
rating concerning the iutereſts of eternity. Is our joy 
zncreaſe1 or diminiſhed in proportion to the value of 
the occurrences? Sure then, uo temporal proſperity 
can equal fpiritual proſperity. What are all the 
things connected with time, compared with thoſe con- 
acted with eternity? They are leſs than nothing and 
vanity, Therefore, 1 hope, I will be excuſed in ſay- 
ing, that the late alteration in- your ſpiritual condition, 
hath conveyed more exquiſite joy to my mind, than 
all the large addition that you have received to your 
fortune, 
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fortune. The latter 1s expaſed to a thouſand acci- 
dents. Riches may take to themſelves wings and 
fie away. Sickneſs and pain may ſoon render you 
unqualified to enjoy their pleaſure, Death may ſud- 
denly ſnatch you from them. The great foe may be 
drawing his bow in the dark, while your breaſt heayes 
with grateful joy upon the late kindneſs of Providence. 
The congratulations of a numerous acquaintance upon 
this event may ſoon be turned into lamentations: But, 
by the change in your ſpiritual condition, you have, I 
hope, obtained an inheritance which ſhall never be ta- 
ken away,—an inheritance which- bids defiance to. 
robbery or waſting time,—an inheritance which is in- 
corruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away j— 
nay, an inheritance of which the 4 earneſt is the 
indwelling of the bleſſed Spirit. Permit me, therefore, 
while others are pouring forth their adulation and un- 
meaning compliments, to entreat that, whilſt you cheriſh 
emotions of gratitude towards the Ruler of events, you 
be alſo clothed with humility. What if the enemy 
gain an advantage over you by this proſperous occurrence? 
Proſperity is trying to holineſs. The gales of proſperity 
are more dangerous to the believer than the blaſts of 
adverſity, It hath ſeemed good unto the Moſt High, 
to give both your faith and humility a very ear- 
ly trial, What! Scarcely begun to experience the 
operations of the divine Spirit; when lo, a proſperous 
gale of Providence beats full upon you. Stand firm. 
Remember the inſtability of earthly things, Fix your” 
attention upon the 1nternal ſtate of your mind, and be 
indifferent to external things. Fully convinced that 
external objects make a ſtrong impreſſion upon the 
mind, be more abundantly careful to guard the heart. 
Be deaf to the voice flattery blind to the ſplendor 
of riches ; taſte not, bandle not, too raſhly the pleaſures 
provided, leſt they enſnare the ſoul, and blunt your reliſh 
for celeſtial enjoyments. 1 
t . 
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It appears a kind occurrence in Providence that the 
facrament of the Lord's ſupper is ſo nigh at hand. This 
is a ſtrengthening and a fortifying ordinance. Here the 
babes in Chriſt obtain milk to invigorate their ſpiritual 
conſtitution. By the moſt enlivening and invigorating 
diſplays of the loving kindneſs and tender care of the 


God of love they are fortified againſt all the power of 


the enemy. Nor could few things afford me more 
leaſure than to hear that you are ſo anxious and ſo 
much afraid of mifcarrying in that holy and. ſolemn 


work. The whole of your kind epiſtle breathes this 


ſpirit : and particularly the queſtion reſpecting that pre- 
eiſe manner in which one ought to be exerciſed at the 
table of the Lord. Io 

With the candor of a ſincere friend I ſhall humbly 
proceed to give my thoughts upon this queſtion. ** May 
„the Searcher of all hearts guide my feeble pen, and 
4 render it both fruitful and ſteady.” | 

Every moment of time is precious; the moments of 
communicating are peculiarly ſo. Much is to be done, 
if much is to be received. God is there. He comes 
to ſee the gueſts. He comes to diſcern between the 
precious and the vile. Nor can one eſcape his all pe- 


netrating eye. He comes to feed his own. He knows 


all their wants. Not one of them ſhall lake their food. 
He bath promiſed to give each his portion in due ſeaſon. 
For all theſe things, however, he will be enquired of by 
the houſe ot Ifrael to do it for them. Hence active, 
indeed, ſhould be the operations of that hour. Rapid- 
Iy ſhould the heart and diſpoſitions be reviewed, leſt 
x Fare) within an thing to offend the Holy One of 
Ifrael. The avenues of the ſoul are to be ſtrictly guard- 
ed, in order to diſcover the approach. of the robbers of 


ſpiritual joy. The various graces of the divine Spir- 


it ſhould ſpring forth in lively and in vigorous exerciſe, 
to wait upon the King, the Lord of hoſts. With a 
lightning glance the mind ſhould fly over the field of 
revealed truth, in order to obtain materials both for con- 

| templation 


— — 
F —Ü¹ ¹ᷣÜ¹ 


5 

templation and for praiſe. The vigorous powers of the 
ſoul ſhould exert their full ſtrength, and, by the ardent 
aſpirations of faith, take hold of the ſtrength of Jeſus, 
that ſo the mind may be qualified to obtain an united 
view of divine information. That by this the various 
beams of revelation may at once irradiate the ſoul. That 
with each of theſe, which ſhine from every part of the 
redeeming ſcheme, the eternal love of God to periſhing 
ſinners may appear in the full view of the mind. That 
ſo, while the light of truth ſhineth upon the underſtand- 


ing, and The Son of righteouſneſs, in all his ſplendor and 


fructifying virtue, ariſes with healing under his wings, 
the communicant may exult, and may alſo grow and 
increaſe with all the increaſe of God. That he may ex- 
perience a growth in holineſs in one hour ſimilar to the 
growth of many years. What cannot the Son of Right. 
eouſneſs effectuate? Suddenly he can cauſe the ſoul to 
grow up unto eternal life. A nation can be born in one 
day. A ſoul can be ripened for heaven in one communion 
hour. In one happy hour the graces implanted by the 
mighty hand of the Spirit may be made fo ſtrong, as 
to (mile at the impetuous blaſts, of temptation, perſe- 
cution, and reproach, Nay in one hour made ſo vigo- 
rous, tizat the child becomes a man of yews in wiſdom, 
in prudence, in faith, in hope, in love, and in holy zeal. 
in this happy frame, and iu the enjoyment of theſe things 
what views of the love of God in ſending his Son to 
die for men are obtained ! That love which induced 
God from eteraity to deſtine his own Son to ſuch ex- 
quiſite ſufferings, and made him to pou: ſuch unalleviat- 
ed vengeance upon him, that men might be ſaved. What 
tranſporting views of the love of the Son, in deſcending 
on the wings of unequalled love to ſave a periſhing 
world, Yea, in the very moment when they were a= 
bout to ſink eternally into the pit of deſtruction, he 
cried, ſaying, deliver them from going down into the 
' pit, for I have found a ranſom.” 


How pleaſant the reflection that he ſhould condeſcend 
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13 
to come to this lower region, to go about to do god 
both to the bodies and to the ſouls of ſinful men. Be. 
hold him obeying the law, and working out a complete 
atonement for the faithful. Behold him, if the mind 
can endure the contemplation, bearing in the garden the 
- awful torrents 6f divine vengeance in his guiktleſs ſou, 
Can the mind reflect upon the hill of Calvary without 
feeling the moſt ardent love ? Behold what love 1s there 
diſplayed, in the ſufferings of Jeſus ! Behold what love 
ſtreams with every drop of his blood! Every groan 1; 
an accent of rich compaſſion. Every ſigh a foun. 
dation of rejoicing to the redeemed. - Every wound af. 
fords a medicine to heal the wounded in ſpirit. This 
death 1s the life of men. 

What a rapid and violent glance over this mingled 
ſcene, ſhould the mind give at a communion table. 0 
behold what awful ſeverity to the ſufferer : but in- 
finite compaſſion to the ſaved ! Beholding this ſcene, the 
divine Perfections begin to ſmile upon the rebel man, 
and declare that it is a juſt and righteous thing with 
God to juſtify him that believes in Jeſus ;—every one 
who by a true and living faith flies to the. croſs of 
Chriſt for ſalvation. Sure if ever God ſmelled a ſweet 
ſavor upon the offering up of any ſacrifice, it was upon 
the offering which Jeſus made of himſelf for the fins of 
the faithful. Nay farther, at the actions of that hour 
all nature feels; and hard and unfeeling muſt be that 
heart which upon the reflection does not exquiſitely and. 
k-enly feel. 

But the merciful acts of the Holy Ghoſt alſo fill with I. 
wonder at a communion table. Who are theſe that 
are here? They are the very ſame who were lately 
ſeated at the banquet of diſſipation and who joined in the 
ſong of the drunkard. But now they are waſhed, now 
they are juſtified; now they are ſanctified in the name 
* of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God.“ OH 
what wonders of ſovereign grace are here! Each one . 


a wonder, and each one deeming himſelf a greater won- 
der 
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mn Fo tha another. Fach one ſaying, . C What am I, O 
Lord, and what is my father's houſe, that thou thouldſt 
© have brought me hitherto? Surely, O Lord, this is 
not the manner of men! Thy ways are far above 
e man's ways, and thy thoughts above his thoughts. 
ly mercy O Lord is above the heavens, thy truth 
' reacheth unto the clouds.” 

The mind will alſo reflect upon the ſad Gtuation be- 
ore mercy was diſplayed ; 


— 
— 2 


— 


6 ———— 
— . ———— —r*¾‚2 . ——— 


— 


% Hark, how the tender lambs bewail 
f. „% Their baſe, their vile original; 

In youthful tears their grief expreſs, 
„ Complaining ſad of ſoul diſtreſs.” 
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The mind will look back with exultation and praiſe 
upon the danger from whence it hath eſcaped. And 
every reſlection upon the way, the accidental cir- 
umitances, the means, and the bliſsful conſequences of 
converſion, all crowd into the ſoul, and fill it with an 
extaſy of admiration, love, gratitude, and praiſe —nay 
ill with emotions not mare pleaſant than they are in- 
-xpreſſible. No language can deſcribe the rapid flow 
of the emotions, the violence and ardor of the feelings, 
—the exertions of the underſtanding, —the volitions 
the will, -the total involving of the mind in the flame 
of devotion. But Oh, Madam, the hour of communicat- 
ing is in an eſpecial manner the hour of prayer. Then 
the mind ardently ſupplicates for friends, for family, 
for near connections, for the whole church of God, for 
the miniſters of the ſanctuary, for the a world lying in 
wickednels, for enemies that they may be forgiven, and 
ti at their hearts may be melted into tenderneſs and 
love. Prayer is alſo to be made for ſtrength to endure 
the whole will of God, and in a particular manner for 
grace to endure in the hour of death; —in that hour 
which will try every man who dwelleth upon the earth. 
in ſuch highly favored moments it is a precious time 
to 
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to prepare for death; to arm againſt the mighty foe, 
Not unfrequently at a communion table God hath 
granted ſuch foretaſtes. of heaven, and ſuch prelude 
of victory over all the power of the enemy, as hath 
cauſed the ſoul to exult, even in the view of death, 
Thus honored, what tranſporting views are afforded of 
the glories and the pleaſures of heaven ! By faith the 
foul penetrates the upper region, and there gazes upon 
the. glories and ſplendor of that happy place ;—that 
place where every heart is filled with * and every 
tongue is employed in praiſe. 

Thus favored, no wonder that the ſoul exclaims, 
© Lord it is good for me to be here.“ No marvel that 
reluctantly the favored one departs from that holy place, 
No wonder he ardently wiſh to detain the flying mo- 
ments of that hour. But ah ! the time of departing 
haſtens. Already the ſervant of the Lord is admini- 
ſtrating the departing admonition. Already he is be- 
gun to remind communicants that they are now again 
to enter upon the ſield of battle and the ſcene of action; 
and therefore that it is proper they ſhould arm againſt 
danger, and provide againſt the calls of duty. Hence, 
with equal vigor, and with equal rapidity, the ſoul en- 
deavors to take hold of all that ſpiritual proviſion 

ich appears necellary, whether for defence or ſupport 
Then defires aſcend in clouds, and with preſſing ardor, 
The exertions of faith hecome tenfold ſtrong and nu- 
merous. The flames of love roll from that heart which 
was cold and languid when aſcending the hill c 
communion. Theſe vehement flames leſſen for the mo- 
ment the love of the world and of all earthly objects 
ſo that the various feelings of the ſoul cry out, ſaying, 
* Whom have I in heaven but God, neither is there 
any on earth that I deſire beſides him. O Lord thou 
© art my God; early will I ſeek thee; my fleſh long- 
* eth for thee in a dry and parched land where no ww 
* ter is ;'—where no refreſhing ſtreams of conſolation 


flow to refreſh my parched heart, In ſuch a moment 
the 
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85 
the walls of diviſion 8 . The love of the 
party loſt in the love of the whole. Then love to all 
men is ſincerely felt. Then all injuries are forgotten. 
The forgiveneſs ſhown by God evinces that all which 
man can be called to forgive is leſs than nothing. And 
the more exquiſite our enjoyments are at a communiĩon- 
table, the nearer will they approach to the enjoyments 
of heaven, where unqueſtionably all differences thall be 
forgotten, all animoſities laid ide, and all diſtinctions 
annihilated. To one Lord they ſhall ſing, and to one 
Mediator give praiſe. O that this pleaſant truth were 
realized by the man, who, wedded to a ſect or party, 
would deprive others of the joys of the heavenly 
paradiſe, becauſe they worſhip not upon h1s moun- 
tuin: Dear Madam, when the ſoul of the righteous is 
ſo often grieyed and ſo ſorely vexed becauſe of differ- 
ences here below, what a pleaſant thought that none of 
theſe failings and imperfections ſhall accompany the 
ſous of God to their Father's houfe ! Here they may 
be ſeparated by time or by place ; and in the wiſdom of 
God they are fo, until their hearts obtain time to reflett, 
their wrath to ſpend itſelf, or grace to ſubdue corrup- 
tion. But in heaven they are all to remain in one ſo- 
ciety. Should therefore any diſcord enter that region, 
what would be the ſad effect? It would convert the 
manſon of bliſs into a region of anguiſh and ſorrow. 
Oh that both you and I may now ſpeedily imbibe 
the Spirit of heaven! May you at the table of the 
Lord experience ſuch pleaſures, and be guided and 
led into green paſtures, aud beſide the {till waters. Ma 
you be made exceeding glad in the temple of God. 
May you have more joy and gladneſs put into your 
mind than it hath felt upon the late acceſſion to your 
lortune : That ſo you may ſay, O Lord, Thou haſt pyt 
more juy and gladneſs into mine heart, than the men of 
this world experience when their corn, and wine, and 
oil do moſt abound. And may you fortified to endure 
bardneſs as a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, for you know, 
1 Madam, 


190 
Madam, that Jeſus requires all his followers to be war. 
riors. No ſex is exempted from the chriſtian war. There. 
fore in the view of the field of battle and the tempeſts 
of the world be active at a communion-table, Nor will 
my friend conclude, that though I have freely delivered 
theſe few thoughts upon the exerciſe proper for com- 
memorating the death of Chriſt, that I aver that ſuch is 
always the cafe with 4/0 believers, and that it is ſo up- 
on all occaſions even with them who may have ex- 
perienced enjoyments ſimilar to thoſe now mentioned. 
i have only ſketched out what may be ſuppoſed the 
exerciſe of a ſoul that is favored with the preparation 
of the heart, which is only from the Lord, and who is 
brought into the banqueting-houſe, and hath the ban» 
ner of love ſpread over him. Should it be aſſerted, 
that this is the uniform experience of the godly at the 
table of the Lord, it would offend the generation of the 
righteous. Such however may be the caſe, and we 
ought to preſs forward to perfection. Nor can it be 
denied that this ordinance. is calculated to raiſe to ſuch 
high enjoyment. | 
But a calm, filent, and ſolid beholding of the Re- 
deemer's amazing love in dying for ſinners, accom- 
panied with affecting thoughts of fin, are the effect of 
as real communion -with God, as if the extaſy of ſoul 
ſurpaſſed even that of an angel. Rapturous emotions 
are chiefly experienced by young commupicants. Thoſe 
who have long flouriſhed in the courts of God are cf. 
ten glad, fimply to know that their deſire is towards 
God and the remembrance of his name. But in this, 
Madam, all chriſtians agree, that high enjoyment 1; 
greatly defirable and vaſtly ſweet. May you have 4 
large ſhare of holy joy, and be abundantly refreſhed in 
the temple of God. Before I cloſe my letter allow me 
to ſend you a copy of a hymn | 
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ON THE LORD'S. SUPPER. 


3 CE is this table richly ſpread ? 
What gueſts are here to ſhare ? 
Does God, inviting angels high, 
For them this feaſt prepare ? 
Nay, ſure, for perfect innocence 
No welcome here is found; | 
But blind, and maim'd, and guilty ſouls 
This table muſt ſurround, 


Then Pll-go forward, guilty I! 
And humbly-take my place : 

Now ſkreen my ſcul ! O wrap me Lord, 
In thine own Reghteoufneſs : 


Under this ſpotleſs robe ſecure, — 
Thy ſinful child ſhall lie! | 

Nor need to tremble at th* approach 
Of HOLY MAJESTY. 


This perfect robe, delightful news! 
Was ſini ſh'd by the Lord; 

Finiſh'd for us, my fellow gueſts ; 

= So runs his faithful word. 

His oath confirms what he hath ſpoke, 
And here's his ſeal and fign ; 

e This broken bread my body is, 


m 


From his dear hand the cup I drink, 
That feals my liberty. 


N 12. This 


f. + My. blood, this flowing wine.” | 
ds Lindly he calls us now to take | 
is Theſe ſymbols, and believe ; | 
; Stretch forth your hands, my needy. friends, 1 
1 And a whole Chriſt receive.” | | 
in Lo, then, I take a broken Chriſt, {| 
ne Broken, he ſays, for me; 5 | 


7 
+ 
This blood removes the awful curſe, 

That bound me down to hell; RN 


And bleſſings parchas'd, far beyond 
What angels' tongues can tell. 


Eternal freedom, by his death, 
My captive foul obtains ; 

Now hell, and fin, and conquering grave, 
Where are your pow'rful chains? 


Come, let us all this bread and wins 
Amongſt ourſelves divide : 

A laſting ſign of union ſweet, 
In him who lov'd and died. 


Henceforth let kindred love prevail, 
And friendſhip ſtand confeſt, 
Nor other ſtrife *'mongſt us appear, 
But who ſhall ſerve him beſt. 


From ſtrength: to ſtrength, as on we go, 
His name we'll ever bliſs, 

Who thus reſtores our fainting hearts, 
Here 1n the wilderneſs. 


And this dear pledge of Jeſus? love, 
Tho? ſcorn'd by theughtleſs men, 

We will from age to age tranſmit, 
Till he return again. 


This hymn appeared to me fo much adapted to the 
ſubje&t of my letter that 1 could not forbear tran- 
ſcribing it. May you in reading feel ſome of 
the pious feelings of him who compoſed it, and may 
this and every other mean tend more and more to 
« inflame your heart with love to him that lov'd 

„% and died.“ I remain, 
Dear Madam, yours affectionately. 


* * * * 


DIA- 


DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN 
E1gEVATUS returning from the Table of the Lord 
rejoicing, and DEPRESSUS returning dejected. 


1 ſat down under his ſhadow witþ great delight, and bie 
fruit was ſweet unto my taſte. He brought me to the 
banqueting-houſe, and his banner over me was love. 


SONG of SOLO. ii. 3, 4. 


I will ſeek him whom my ſoul loveth ; I Sought him, but. 


* Lm him not. 
iii. 2. 


Xawbalows.) D EAR friend, this is a beautiful day 


in the heavens, and I hope alſo a glorious day of the 


Son of Man. In commemorating the death of Jeſus, 
many I hope have thts day ſat under his ſhadow with - | 
great delight, and have found his fruit ſweet unto their 
taſte, 

Derressvs: They are happy who have been thus 
highly favored, but ſuch is not the caſe with all who 
have been there. Though this day be clear and ſhin- 
ing, it is truly a dark and gloomy day to my ſoul. 

KLE: Why, my dear friend, what is the cauſe of | 
your ſorrow? May I not alk why art thou ſad, being ñ⁶ 
the King's lon? Why come away from ſuch pleaſant {|| 
wotk with a heart heaving with forrow, and with eyes 
bathed in tears? Ought not all rather to retire from 
that lolemn ſervice rejoicing and glad in heart, for all 
the goodneſs that the Lord hath ſhewed towards the 

3 A houſe- 
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houſe of Adam in ſending his own Son to die for 
men? 

Dee. Oh my friend; there is a vaſt difference be. 
tween what one ſhould do, and. what one finds himſelf 
enabled to do. The temper of mind with which a 
perſon retres from the ſacred table will be influenced 
in a great meaſure by his enjoyments there. Preſent 
. enjoyment is influenced by preſent feeling. Hath he 

feen the King in his beauty, with his countenance 

{miling upon him, and hath he by a vigorous faith ob- 
| tained a fight of the laud that is afar off, and alſo of 

his right to that heavenly inheritance, then he will 

return exulting and glad in heart. Hath Jeſus, by the 
ſtrong and lively impreſſions of his love, been known 
to him in the breaking of bread, then his heart may 
well leap for joy. Who would not rejoice upon hear- 
ing Jeſus ſaying, in language which admits of no doubt 

to the mind, Fear not, I am become thy ſalvation? 1 

have redeemed thee, thou art mine. 1 have engraven 

thee upon the palms of mine hands. I will be with 

thee 1n all the way, and I will not Ream thee , until 1 

have performed all that which I have. promiſed. Can 

one hear Jeſus ſaying ſuch things and. not be glad and 

rejoice? Impoſſible, But on the contrary, my friend, 

how can he who hath ſcarcely felt any emotions 
of love towards the Savior ?—he whoſe ſoul was dull 
and languid, and who hath experienced no ſenſible kep 
ken of pardon ?—how can he come away rejoicing: 
Can that heart refrain from ſorrow which, hath been 
panting after communion with God, but- hath not 

found it? Can a ſorrowſul heart rejoice ? Can: a. bit- 
ter fountain ſend forth iweet ſtreams ? 

ELF. But ſure it hath not been ſo with Depreſſus, 
What ! Hath not Jeſas been ſet forth crucified - before 
you ? Have not the memorials of his dying love been 
put into your hands! Hath not Jeſus appeared trz- 
velling in the greatneſs of his ſtrength, mighty to ſave? 
Nay able to ſave to the very uttermoſt all who come 

unto 
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unto him? What! Have not theſe things a force to 
quicken the languid ſoul? Have not theſe things a'power 
4 raiſe emotions of gratitude, of love, and of joy in 
the human mind? Is not the Lord's fupper # memori- 
al of diſtinguiſhed victory over enemies? Who then 
would not exult on the day of victory—a victory in 
which we are all fo deeply intereſted ? Why then be 
dejected or caſt down? Why thus mouruſul and diſpir- 
ited? No ſorrow is mnocent -at the Lord's table, but 
ſorrow for fin, The ſons of Jacob eat the paſfover with 
bitter herbs. The ſons of Jeſus ſhould alſo keep their 
paſſover with bitter regrettings becauſe of ſin. The 
bites tears of genuine repentance give a double relifli 
and ſweetneſs to the communion cup; | 

Dee. Can my mind be cheerful, when P ſtil 
ſearful whether or not J have yet experienced the mers 
cy and the grace of the Moſt High in the renovation of 
my heart ? 

EL E. I am little qualified to guide the footſteps of 
the youngelt of Chriſt's flock ; however, ſhould not ou 
remember that there is 4 material difference between 
experiencing the 'grace- of God, and alu ays experi- 
eneing the ſmiles of his countenance. Proper commu- 
nicating and the viſible difplays of pardon are got fu. 
variably connected. In writing to the Corinthian 
church Paul plainly infinuates, that one may be a true 
believer, yet partake of the Lord's ſupper in ſuch a man- 
ner as ſhalt not be for his comfort. It is evident that 
in the concluſion of the eleventh chapter of the firft e- 
piſtle to the Corinthians, his intention was to rectify 
ſome abuſes which had been introduced into that church. 
concerning the celebration of the Lord's ſupper. Firſt 
he ſimply narrates the original inſtitation of that ſaera- 
ment by our Lord. Next he gives a ſolemn charge to 
every man, ſaying, * but let a man examine liimſelf, and 
ſo let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup: 
for, ſaith he, the man that eateth and drinketh un- 


* worthily, eateth and -drinketh damnatiou to himſelf, 


not 


not diſcerning the Lord' « bod, Then; he adds, fo; 
© this cauſe many are weak, and fickly ariong you, and 
many ſleep. From what is here ſaid, it is Tulliciently 
evident, that ſome among the Corinthian believers not 
only communicated without comfort, but alſo in ſuch 
a manner as drew down fatherly chaſtiſements upon 
them. How amazing are the deep ways of Providence! 
For that ample and explicit information which we have 
in this paſſage concerning the holy ſacrament, we owe 
in a great degree to the miſconduct of that early church. 
Surely the very folly of man ſhall praiſe God, and the 
devices of Satan tend to the advancement of divine i in- 
formation. 

But I farther aſk my friend, do not the people of 
God themſelves frequently err and come ſhort. in duty? 
And hath not God ſaid that he. will. puniſh the tranſ- 
greſſions of his ſons and daughters? Should they there- 
fore approach him in a careleſs and indeyout manner; 
ſhould they be too remils in duty, or too much capti- 
vated. with the world, may they not expect to behold 
Jehovah frowning inſtead ot ſmiling ? He is a holy God, 
and hateth all manner of fin, even in the redeemed, 
Here the words of Dr. OWEN, are both. applicable and 

expreſſive: Without due apprehenſions of the holineſs 
of God there is no approaching. unto him in his ſer- 
„% vice. The apoſtle gives a great and plain rule to 
+ this purpoſe. Let us have grace, faith he, whereby 
«we may ſerve God. acceptably, with reverence and 
« godly y 4 What doeth he propoſe now as the prin- 
cipal reaton why he requires this preparation? Hr 
« ſaith he, our God is a conſuming fire. What proper- 
1 ty of God is expreſſed by this ward conſu; ming ire: 
“It is the bolineſ5 of God, the purity of God's nature, 
that can bear nd corrupt, nor defiled thing, It 1s: 
i ſet forth by that metaphorical expreſſion, a conſum- 
ing fire. As fire is the moſt pure and unmixed ele- 
* ment, and ſ7 powerful of itſelf, as that it will con- 


ſume and deſtroy every thing that is not perfectly of 
6 its 


— 
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„its own nature; ſo is God, ſaith he, @ conſuming fire, 
« and in all your ſerving of him, and approaches unto 
him, labor to obtain a frame of ſpirit that becomes 
« them who have to do with that God, who is 10 y_ 
„and holy.” 


Meditating on the nature of God, as a Being of Py * 


ſecl purity, may we not ſay, in the words of David, 
Holineſs becometh thine houſe, O Lord, for ever? 
Hence all ſhould be holy who approach him. Can the 
ſin even of the religious ſervices of his people obtain 
his approbation? Is there not ſufficient guilt mingled 
with the belt of human ſervices to provoke God to 
frown upon man? Why then be ſurpriſed, though we do 
not always experience the diſplays of his favor? Nay 
rather, may we not wonder that ever we ſhould do fo | 
at all. What is man, O Lord, that thou ſhouldeſt be 
mindful of him? Or what is the ſon of man that thou 
ſhouldeſt at all regard him? The words of a great divine 
merit your -ſerious conſideration. ** Perſons complain, 
faith lie!“ that in waiting upon God in that ordinance, 
they do not receive that entertainment at the hand of 
God, that refreſhment which they looked for, They 
have more reaſon to wonder, that they were not caſt 
* out, as thoſe who came without a wedding-garment, 
It is not only required of us, that we come with our 
«* wedding-carment, which every believer hath, but that 
& we come decked with this garment,” 

But allow me farther to remind you, that Jehovah 
is Sovereign in the diſpeſal of his bleffings. May he 
not give, and may he not withhold ? Who can conſtrain 
a King always to ſhow favor? Why repine though he 
do not daily load with his royal bounty? What right 
then hath any believer to complain tho God ſhould hide 
his face from him at his table? For he is Sovereign in 
the diſpoſal of all his gifts, both temporal and ſpiritual, 
Therefore my friend thould recolle&; that this is at 
leaſt poſſible that ſuch may ſometimes be the cafe, even 
when no remarkable crime ſtains the character, but only 
for 


2 

for the purpoſe of trying faith, patience, and fortitude, 
At may alſo ſometimes be, in order that man may the 
more value God's returning favor. 
Dr. I am uncertain what is the cauſe why God do- 

eth thus frown upon me: But I am too certain of the 
mournful truth that ſo it is. My heart hath been hard 
as a ſtone. My affections cold and languid, grovel. 

ing and ſenſual. My imagination, inſtead of being 
keenly employed in contemplating the wonders of re- 
demption, has been wandering after a thouſand vanities, 
Shame would cover my countenance, were I to recount, 
even to the moſt intimate friend on earth, the vain 
thoughts which rolled in my mind in the bour of 
communicating. I firuggled to fix my mind upon the 
ſolemn work. I wreſtled to turn my meditation to the 
ſcheme of redeeming love. Bfit though that field is 
rich indeed, yet J could find no ſubje& of meditation 
there to attract my wandering mind. 1 labored to 
take hold of the ſentiments which dropped from the 
lips of the ſeryant of the Lord, in order, if poſſible, to 
ſtay my heart, But all in vain. Nay, Sir, even the ſight 
of the ſymbols of the broken body and the ſhed blood 
of the Lord could neither fix my attention nor affe my 
heart. May I not too juſtly ſay, * Surely I am more 
«. brutiſh than any man, and I have not the underſtand- 
ing of a man?! _ 

ELE. Truly, Depreſſus, your ſituation is affecting. 
Every generous and feeling mind muſt ſympathiſe with 
you. But the heart knoweth its own bitterneſs, 
and to a delicate mind ſuch as yours theſe things mult 
have produced great anxiety. Diſappointment is al- 
flictive to the human mind. The ſoul goes to the ta- 
ble of the Lord with high expeQations of exquiſite en- 
joyment, and when 1t is otherwiſe, how diſtreſſing to 
the holy ſou]? Then che various feelings are ſorely 
pained, and the heart made ſad. But why ſhould my 
friend be ſo exceedingly ſorrowſul? May not one have 
real happineſs and true communion though the ſoul be 
| no; 
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not raiſed to an elevated tone of exultation: and allow 
me f 


Dee. Be not offended at my interruption. Permit | 


me to tell you that when you are experiencing the fa- 
vor of your God, your mind cannot feel ſo keenly 
the ſorrows of defertion. But did you feel the exquiſite 
pain of my ſoul becauſe of the hidiags of my Father's 
face, then you would ſay that my ſituation is truly af- 
fecting, if not ſingular. 

ELE. That I readily admit. Nor do I know a bet- 
ter way to have theſe evils removed than by an im- 
mediate and a cloſe application to the promiſes of the 
goſpel, and a ſteady contemplation of the example and 
the character of Jeſus, in order to obtain aid. This 
conduct is beautifully deſcribed by a private chriſtian 
in a hymn, intituled, : 


THE PILGRIM ENCOURAGED. 


C5 your journey to Zion, 
'Midit ſighing and pain, 
Midſt trouble ſurrounding, 
* And guilt ſtill abounding, 
+ Diſcourag'd and fearful you ever remain, 
Aud ceaſeleſs from morning to evening complain. 
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* Let your eyes then be turned 
* Your Leader to view 
IThro' ſorrows wide ſpreading. 
* The wuderneſs treading, 
With grief well acquainted, no pleaſures he knew, 
Hou powerful ſhall this be complaints to . / 


* Yet may your ſoft nature 

Still plead for excuſe ; 

The world ſtill offending, 

No ſtrengtli for contending, 
Sad proſpects indulging, you penſively muſe, 
And ſeeling your weakneſs, all comforts refuſe, 


But 
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© But is there no promiſe ? 
Is hope ever gone? 
Wou'd ye ay be receiving, 
© And never believing ? 
© Nay, rather ſelf-empty'd, in patience wait on, 
« Your Father will work when you tru// him ALONE, 


© To his conduct ſubmitting, 

* Your wiſdom lay down, 

* Be conſtantly flying 

* From refuges lying ; 
© Be aſſur'd he wont hurt you, tho? ſeeming to frown; 
© Your guide he remains all along to the crown. 


A few ſtages farther, 
And the journey is o'er, 
* The days of your mourning, 
Then never returning; 
* No fighing, no ſinning, nor death any more, 
But triumphs reſounding thro? yonder bleſt ſhore,” 


O what a pleaſant reflection to the holy ſoul, when 
oppreſſed with the calamities of life, that there remain- 
eth a reſt for the people of God beyond the grave! 
And how ſupporting in the mean time, that unto them 
are given many and precious promiſes to cheer and 
to ſtrengthea their hearts: Theſe promiſes are alſo ex- 
actly ſaited to the wants of believers. There is no 
fituation in which they can be placed but they will 
find ſome one or other of the promiſes of God exact- 
ly adapted to their particular condition, Are we 
then dejected and caſt down, let us flie to the promiſes, 
and with them repair to the throne of grace to plead theit 
accompliſhment. Ts not this the very line of eondũct to 
which the Lord exhorts by the mouth of the prophet 
Hoſeah, 14th chap. 1, 2. O Iſrael, return unto the 
Lord thy God ; for thou haſt fallen by thine iniqui- 
ty. Take with * you words, and turn to the Lord, ſay 
unto him, take away all iniquity, and receive us gra. 


ciouſly: ſo will we render the calves of our 7 * 
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And the beneficial FEY i 82 conduct are celebrated 
in the moſt affecting and comfortable language. For, 
ſaith Jehovah himſelf, verſe fourth, I will heal their 
backſliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger 
© is turned away from him: I will be as the dew un- 
to Iſrael: He ſhall grow as the lily, and caft forth 
+ his roots as Lebanon; his branches ſhall ſpread, and 
© his beauty ſhall be as the olive-tree, and his ſmell as | 
Lebanon. They that dwell under his ſhadow ſhall 
return; they ſhall revive as the corn; and grow as the 
vine: the ſcent thereof ſhall be as the wine of Lebanon. 
+ Ephraim ſhall ſay, what have I to do any more with 
idols? J have heard him, and obſerved him: I am like 
« a green fir tree; from me is thy fruit found.” Review- 
ing this beautiful paſſage. may I not aſk, if an ardent 
addreſs to the throne of grace 1s not the duty of the diſ- 
conſolate ſoul ?—and if he hath not the moſt abundant 
cauſe to hope for ſpiritual healing, communion, refreſh- 
ing, reviving, and great increaſe in holineſs? Yes; 
how can man have all his wants ſupplied, and all his 
ſorrows removed but by fervent prayer to Almighty 
God? The heavenly commandment is, Ia every thing 
by prayer and ſupplication let your requeſts be made 
* known unto God. See that you call upon me, in 
* the day of trouble I will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt 
* glorify me.“ Should not my friend alſo inquire wh 
the Lord hath thus hid his face? Why he hath been ſo 
tore diſpleaſed ? Why he cauſeth you to go mourning 
all the day long ? Why he hath not dealt ſo bounti- 
fully with you, as he hath done with ſome of his 
people? An accurate conception of the cauſe of God's 
diſpleaſure is the firſt ſtep to a removal thereof, 
Therefore, ſaid holy Job, Show me wherefore thou 
contendeſt with me.” | 

Dep. Since it appears that the Lord has dealt boun- 
tifully with your ſoul, might I aſk you to narrate how 
God hath dealt with you ? Perhaps the narration may 
convey ſome comfort to my diſconſolate ſoul. 


Ei, 
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ELE. No words, my dear friend, can expreſs the 
loving kindneſs of the Lord towards my ſoul. He 
made my heart right glad with his favor. He 
* brought me into the banqueting-houſe, and his ban. 
ner over me was love. He ſtayed me with flaggons, 
and comforted me with apples. His love was more 
than wine to my ſoul. He made himſelf Known in the 
breaking of bread.” He cauſed me to experience 
what was the exceeding greatneſs of his mercy and 
of his love and ſtrengthened me with all might by 
his Spirit in the inner man. All the powers of my 
mind exerted a force and vigor unſelt before. M 
faith was ſo ſtrong that I firmly laid hold of Jeſus as 
my Savior and my God. My love was ſo ſtrong 
that my heart was entirely inflamed, and my mind 
wholly enwrapped 1n the contemplation of the love of 
God. 0 

Dee. Your mind has been happy. But pray how 
was it regulated in theſe moments? 

ELE. The preparation of the heart is only from the 
Lord. In ſome degree, however, I would kumbly and 
thankfully ſay this high favor was conferred upon 
me. I felt uncommon aid in preparing for this ſo- 
lemn ſervice, —felt an uncommon ardor and boldneſs 
in prayer. I was particularly elevated in my medi- 
tations, The nearer that the happy moments ap- 
proached, the more vehement were my deſires after 
communion with God. In aſcending a communion- 
table, my affections were all ſuddenly elevated and 
inflamed, and all the powers of my foul began to fol- 
low hard after God. The wonders of redemption 
were quickly reviewed. The grace which ſhone in the 
whole of that plan admired. My mind with an holy 
violence laid hold of the promiſes of the goſpel. On them 
I depended. On the certainty of their accompliſhment I 
reſte1 for the ſupply of all my wants during my journey- 
ings through. this deſart unto the land of promiſe. Ina 
manner which cannot be deſeribed, I refigaed my ſoul to the 

| guidance 
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idance of the divine Spirit during the W of 
my days. Then all that formerly ſeemed attractive 
in a vain world appeared inſipid and taſtelels. Then, I 
longed to wing my way to the glorious region of im- 
mortality. Then I boldly looked death in the face. 
Then, undiſmayed, I ſurveyed the whole ſcene of diſſo- 
lution, and by a glorious anticipation T vanquiſhed the 
king of terrors. Then, all which lay between, me and 
death ſeemed leſs than nothing, ſo that one day I might 
come to heaven and receive the crown of glory. Then, 
I felt joy unſpeakable and full of glory. Then, Chriſt 
was to me altogether precious, the chief among ten 
thouſand, and altogether Jovely. But why dolI attempt 
a deſcription ? It is quite ĩmpoſſible to declare the vaſt 
bleſſings which I then enjoyed. 

Dr. I give full credit to your report. Permit me 
however to ſay, that your deſcription ſeemS$Httle do ac- 
cord with the general run of chriſtian experience, and 
may it not prove cauſe of dejection rather than conſo- 
lation to a numerous claſs of real chriſtians? I am 
certain that I ſpeak for one. 

ELE. It will readily be granted, my friend, that the 
ways of God with his people are exceetlingly various, 
and it would be dangerous work to meafure the experi- 
ence of all the faithful by any one fandard. The tem- 
pers and the countenances of men are not more differ- 
ent than the methods of the Holy Ghoſt in conducting 
his charge to the land of glory. It plainly appears 
to be his plan in all his diſpenſations to mingle light 
„with darkneſs.” Whatever the reaſons of this pro- 
cedure are, the fact is undeniable. Both the works of 
nature, and the ways of Providence are full of myſtery. 
In the diſpenſations of the .divine Spirit towards the 
ſons of faith there are times of barrenneſs in comfort. 
There are times of ſpiritual joy, yet liitle holy fruit, 
times of dejection and of ſorrow that are followed with 
a rich harveſt of holineſs. Theſe are happy moments 
indeed. There are alſo times in the lives of pious 
K 2 © men, 
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. © rife toa ner and tranſporting view of immortal glory.” 
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mony overpower the enraptured ears. The vigorous 


meditation ſubſides. Frail are the human powers in 
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men, that when ſequeſtered from worldly: cares, and 
** borne up on the wings of divine contemplation, they 


Theſe are not unfrequently the moments of communi. 
cating, although ſimilar moments may be experienced 
during the other exerciſes of devotion. But * ſuch ef. 
* forts of the mind are rare, and cannot be long ſup. 
ported.“ Our ſpiritual fight is now too feeble to 
view the celeſtial glory. The ſounds of angelic har. 


wing of contemplation quickly fails, and the ſpirit of 


this lower region. 

Dee. But O Elevatus, how tranſporting are the pro- 
ſpects of the land of glory! How raviſhing to ſee the 
King in Jiis beauty ! highly favored man indeed, who hath 


been thus fgularly bleſſed at the table of the Lord! 
O.ovvhat would a poor afflicted perſon like me give to 


have experienced ſuch raviſhing ple:ſures ! O that it 


were with me as in days which are paſt! Time was 
when I could fay, the Lord is my God! But ah what 
ELE. I muſt interrupt you. Pray why all this com- 


Plaining? Was ever the time when you could ſay of 


the Lord he was your God, then be aſſured, you have 
equal cauſe to ſay ſo. ti? Know ye not that Jeſus reſt- 
eth in his love: He never will abandon his charge, 
The mountains may depart and the hills be removed, 
but his loving kindneſs thall not depart, neither ſhall the 
covenant of his peace be removed, faith the Lord, who 
hath mercy on thee. God 1s of one mind, and who can 
change him ? | 

Be aſſured, therefore, that if ever there was a period 
in your life when you could in reality ſay of the Lord 
he was your God, thou haſt equal cauſe to ſay ſo now. 
If he was once your portion, he is always your portion. 
Though a father does not always ſmile, yet he always 
remains a father. His frowns do not alter the relation 


in which he ſtands to his child. May I not add, that 
his 


En 


his frowns do not alter his love. Not unfrequently love 


is expreſſed by frowns as well as by ſmiles from our 
heavenly Father. However contradictory, theſe things 
may appear to ſome, I hope my friend has often felt 
that the chaſtiſements of heaven have been of fingular 


benefit to the ſoul. Happy chaſtiſements, which prove 
the deſtruction of corruption. The children of God 


are an afflicted people in this world: but theſe very 


afflictions are evidences of their adoption. What ſon 


is he whom the Father chaſteneth not?“ But ſtill the 
love and the care of God remain the ſame. This is 
beautifully celebrated in a hypan, intituled, 


GO D's UNCHANGEABLE LOVE. 


Z ION! afflicted with wave upon wave, 

By no man comforted, whom no man can ſave! 
By darkneſs ſurrounded, by terrors undone; 
lu toiling and rowing, thy ſtrength almoſl gone. 
Thine en'mies are many, thy fears overwhelm, 
But thy bleſſed Pilot he fits at the helm; 
His wiſdom conducts thee, his pow'r thee defends, 
In ſafety and quiet thy warfare He ends. 
O fearful,-O faithleſs ! in mercy he cries, 
My kindneſs thou doubts of, my promiſe denies ;. 
Yet I am ftill with thee, my promiſe ſhall ſtand ; 
Thro' tofling and tempeſt I'll bring thee to land. 


Forget thee J will not, I cannot ; thy name 
Eagrav'd on my heart it does ever remain; 

Oa the palms of my hands, while looking I ſee 
The wounds I received in dying for thee. 


| feel at my heatt all thy ſighs and thy groans, 

For thou art moſt near me, my fleſh and my bones ;; 
In all thy diſtreſſes, thy Head knows the pain; 

Yet all are moſt needful, not one 1s in vain, 


Then truſt me, and fear not, thy life is ſecure; 
My wiſdom is perfect, ſupreme is my pow'r, 
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In love I correct thee, thy ſoul to refine, 
To make thee at length in my likeneſs to ſhine, 


The fooliſh, the fearful, the weak are my care, 

The hopeleſs, the helplefs, I hear their ſad prayer, 
From all their afflictions my glory ſhall ſpring, 

And the deeper their forrow, the louder they'll ſing. 


Why complain when this ſhall be the caſe ? Farther, 
is ĩt not an uſual exertion of human nature, that a chila 
loves a parent more ardently when he is kept under 
proper ſubjection by paternal chaſtiſement? Should 
then the hidings of your Father's face.render you more 
obedient, ſhould they cauſe your love towards him to 
aperate more vehemently, ſure you will have cauſe to 
rejoice becauſe he hath hid his face for a little moment. 

Dee. It appears, Elevatus, ſomewhat ſtrange that 
one ſhould rejoice on account of ſorrow. How can this 
thing be? io 8 

ELE. Strange as it may ſeem, it is however true. 
Inſpiration declares it, and experience adds her ſuffrage. 
Of the ſons of genuine faith Paul ſaid, they glory in 
tribulation, And he adds, that to them affliction yield- 
eth the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs. David ſaid, 
it was good for me that J was afflicted, before I was af- 
flicted J went aſtray: Beneficial affliction indeed, which 
reclaims from wandering in the ways of folly ! Our hea- 
venly Father is wife and good, and knoweth beſt what 
He knows what corruption 
can bear, and what it cannot. And the height of hu- 
man wiſdom. is to yield to heavenly wiſdom. By infi- 
nite wiſdom all the arrangements of our bleſſings are 
fixed. He knows what 1s proper to give under the fun, 
and what is proper to reſerve until we arrive in the hea- 
venly manſion, Why then ſhould not mortals ſubmit 
to his wiſe diſpoſal ? 

Dee. Let not my friend ſuppoſe that I quarrel with 
the ways of God. No, I eſteem his ways concerning 
all things to. be wiſe and good: But may I not n 
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ly complain, when I do not experience the gh of his | 


3 ? 
ELE. Loa may complain of yourlad but all com- 
plaining of God is Unful. Man ought cheerfully to re- 


ceive both good and evil at the hand of God. Hath not 
the potter power over the clay? May not God do with 
his own as ſeemeth good unto him? May he not either 
{mile or frown? To ſome he maketh himſelf known. 
at his table, and to others he hideth his face. But 
why ſhould man complain? What does he merit at the 
hand of God? Nothing. Therefore he ought not to 


murmur when he is ſent away mourning. Nay rather, 


he ought to rejoice that vengeance hath not been exe- 
cuted, and his blood mingled with ins ſacrifice. | 
Dee. Your kind admonitions are acceptable. 1 
ſhall endeavor filently to bear the chaſtening of the 
Lord, —to wait with patience until he be pleaſed to 
me to my ſoul. Perhaps ere long he will come and 
cauſe his face to ſhine upon me, and give me peace. 
ELzE. He hath promiſed to do ſo, and he will fulfil 
his promiſe. He hath ſaid, I will hide my face for a 
little moment: but with everlaſting kindneſs will F 
* return unto you. Sorrow way endure for a night ; 


but joy cometh in the morning.“ 
1 HE ſtorm may rage, the floods may ſwell, 
Awak'ning all your fears; oh 
But glorious grace, in raging ſtorms 
And floods, ſtill moſt appears. 
Thy covenant God, who call'd thee forth 
When thou in bondage lay, 
In faithfulneſs will guard thy ſteps 
Thro' perils of the way. 
Thy clouds, thy pains, thy ſorrows deep, 
Under his ſkilful hand 
Shall each improve, and lead thee on 
Unto the promis'd land 
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The path is try d, the num' rous hoſt, 
That now ſurround the throne, 

Had fears like you, had wounded ſouls, 
And comforters had none. 


But by our glorious Shepherd's care, 
Thro' all the darkſome way, 

Safely they paſs'd, and wondering came 
To everlaſting day. 


And ſo ſhall you and every one poſſeſſed of true 
faith. For whom the Lord loveth he lovetk unto the 
end. All the pardoned he keeps by his Almighty 
power through ſuith unto ſalvation. Unreſervedly then 
commit thy way unto the Lord ; for though he canſe 
darkneſs, he will have compaſſion. Only wait thou 
upon thy God continually. "Though the viſion tarry, 
wait for it, at the appointed time it will ſpeak. Per- 
haps r ſhall not have gone much farther in the walk 
of holineſs, when you ſhall find him whom your ſoul 
| loveth and ſore longeth after. God will fulfil the juſt 
defire of thoſe that fear him. May he ſpeedily do ſo 
to Depreſſus. | | 

— — 

© Come then, O my ſoul, inſtead of ſpending time in 
& fruitleſs lamentations, conſider ſeriouſly what the pre- 
&« ſent circumſtance makes thy duty. Humble thyſelf 
& deeply before God, and intreat his favor: ſee if there 
* be any ground of comfort ; and labor to improve ſo 
. & ſad a diſappointment (if poſſible) to ſome good pur - 
4% poſe. 

« God be merciful to me a ſinner! I acknowledge 
« my iniquity, and defire to take to myſelf that ſhame 
« which is my due; Against thee, O Lord, have I jan 
« ned, and thou muſt be juſtified when thou ſpeakeſ/t, 1 
&© be clear when thou juageſt. There was nothing 
& wanting on thy part; all things were ready: J 
found a table ſpread, and a cup flowing,” —— 
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DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN 


BENEVOLUS a Miniſter, and CiRCUMSPECTUS in- 
quiring how he ought to walk after comme- 
morating the Death of Jeſus. | 


As ye have, therefore, received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ſo- 
walk ye in bim. | 
COL. it. 6. 


* | 
Therefere, my beloved brethren, be ye fleadfaſt, unmove- 
able, always abounding in the work of the Lord, nor 
as much as ye know that your lator is not in vam if. 


the Lord. : 
x CoR. xv. 58. 


CIR CUMSPECTUS, I HOPE, Sir, you will not be of- 
fended for waiting upon you at this time. I have as 
much need for your advice after, as beſore the ſo- 
lemn work of communicating. The particular cauſe of 
the preſent trouble I give you, is to enquire in what man- 
ner I ought now to conduct myſelf after this ſolemnity. 

BENEVvolus. Why, Cireumſpectus, do you ſuppole- 
that I deem it any trouble to converſe with my hear-. 
ers about their eternal concerns. Allow me to ſay, that 
you pay me but a very ſmall compliment in imagining, 
that I deem my duty a trouble. Sure when duty 1s 
deemed a trouble, it is in danger of being neglected. 
Believe me, when I aſſure you, that it gives me no ſmall 
pleaſure to obſerve you ſo much concerned about act- 
ing a proper and a reaſonable part. Returing thought- 
leſsly from the ſolemn ſervice may prove A. 

ep 
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ſtep in the walk of life. Nay ſhould this ſtep be taken 
Wrong, it may prove fatal. When one returns from 
the ſacrament, the devouring lion roars againſt him 


with tenfold fury. Immediately after the cup, Satan 


entered into Judas, and inſtantly going to betray Jeſus, 
he had but a few ſteps farther to go in order to arrive 


in the pit of deſtruction. What a ſudden tranſition 


took place in the fituation of Judas! At the paſſover 


with Jeſus in the moſt honorable and the moſt holy . 
company in the world. He riſes from that company 
and goes to the chief prieſts and elders to ſell Chriſt, 
Next he retires from them and becomes the head of a 
ruffianous band to go to ſeize the innocent Jeſus. A- 
gain he aſſumes the character of a diſciple of Jeſus, and 
approaching him ſays, © hail maſter and kiſſed him. 
Suddenly he reaſſumes his rank at the head of the cruel 


band, and delivered Jeſus into their hands. In a ſhort 


ame after he becomes the victim of deſpair, and, inſti- 
gated by her, ſtains his hands with his own blood. 
Next he deſcends into the region of endleſs woe, and 
mingles with the moſt diſhonorable and the moſt un- 
holy company in the whole univerſe, and ſhares i their 
awful plagues. A ſad tranfition indeed! A tranſi- 
tion of which whoſoever heareth ought to beware how 
they walk after returning from celebrating the dying love 


of Jeſus. And reſpeting your inquiry, how you are 


to conduct yourſelf after this ſolemnity, it might be 


—_— 


rephed, that ſome things are wholly finiſhed with the 


action of communicating, and ſome things are not fi- 


niſbed until the end of life. The things that=— | 
Cir. My anxiety to be particularly informed con- 

cerning every minute circumſtance is the cauſe of my 

interruption. Pray how do you ſay that any part of 


this ſolenin buſineſs is concluded with the act of con- 


municating ? 1 thought that no part thereof could be 
terminated until we come to heaven. Are we not com- 
manded daily to ſhow forth the death of Chriſt until 
he come again? Are we not commanded, as we have 
| received 


| x07 I. | 
received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 2 ic walk in him? And 
is it t ſaid, that he only who endureth unto the end 
ſhall be ſaved ? | | | | 
BEv. Yes, dear friend, all theſe things are undenia- 
ble; nor does any one of them contradict my aſſertion. 
You recolle& that I did not aver that the whole work 
of communicating was over at once, but only a part 
thereof. Is not a public profeſſion of the faith of 
Chriſt in ſhewing forth his death terminated ? This 
very thing, however, lays a foundation for the other 
parts of this ſervice enduring, as expreſſed in theſe 
paſſages quoted, even unto the end of life. The idea in- 
dicated by a profeſſion of the faith of Chriſt obviouſly 
implies an obligation to live an holy life correſpondent . 
to that profeſſion. This line of conduct is ſtrongly en- 
joined by a conſiſtency of character which is univerſal- 
ly reſpected araong men. Nay, whether the Lord's 
ſupper he confidered as a memorial, an. expreſſion of 
gratitude, or a public profeſſion of faith, it ſpeaks one 
and the ſame language to all communicants, even this, 
walk no more after your former courſe in your ig- 
- © norance : but live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, a- 
ir dorning in all things the doctrine and goſpel of God 
i- W © the Savior.” * 
W Cm. But, dear Sir, there appears nothing very parti. 
e I cular in all that you have ſaid; for it muſt be ad- 
emitted that all reaſonable creatures are naturally bound 
' WF to be holy and obedient unto their Great Former and 
e Preſerver. | 
i Bev. True; conſcience will ſubje& herſelf to no other 
authority than that of the living God. And it cannot 
nde doubted that every creature is bound to venerate and 
y {2 adore the Creator. Man only becomes worthy of 
his rank in creation when he becomes religious. Nr 
n- can there be an inſtance of greater wickedneſs or per- 
be verſeneſs of mind than to imagine, that any reaſonable 
n- I creature is left at liberty either to ſerve God, or not to 
til Nerve him, according to his own depraved inclinations. 


But 
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But when one ſpeals of the obligations which commu- 
nicating ſubjects unto, he ſpeaks of that coniitency 
of character, incumbent upon all who profeſs the faith 
of Chriſt, The honor of human nature,-and confiſtency 
of character call upon all to be obedient to the laws of 
heaven. The honor of chriſtianity and a fimilar regu- 
larity of conduct call upon every communicant to be 
particularly careful to keep the commandments of the 
Moſt High. True, when one contemplates the kind. 
neſs of God towards men in conferring exiflence, reaſon, 
health, and the various bounties of Providence, and 
granting a continuation af theſe bleſſings, it muſt appear 
very difficult to conceive any additional ties unto holi. 
neſs. Vet ſtill additional ties there are upon chriſtians, 
For favors towards a criminal lay him under ſtronger 
ties to obey, and to ſerve his prince, Hence to all be. 
lievers tlie additional ties of redemption are added to 
thoſe of creation and of preſervation. Now the plain 
language of communicating is this, Bleſſed be the Lord 
© who hath ſhewed mercy to my ſoul. Chriſt hath re- 
« deemed me from the curſe of the law being made a 
© curſe for me. Bleſs the Lord O my ſoul, who forgiv- 
eth all thine iniquities, and who healeth all thy dif. 
© eaſes.” May I not then aſk; dear Circumſpectus, is it 
not eaſy to perceive that a profeiſion of religion, in this 
view, enforces in the ſtrongeſt manner purity of heert 
and of manners? This is a conſecrated feaſt, and all 
who come to tliis feaſt ought to be conſecrated unto the 
Lord. A conſecrated veſlel ſhould alſo be properly pre- 
pared ; and if ever ſuch a one come unprepared, he may 
marr his-own communion, and offend his God. And 
reſpecting that particular way in which, Sir, you ought 
to conduct yourſelf after this ſolemn work, that muſt 
be regulated in a . degree by what you have expe- 
rienced there. ave you been joyful and favored 


with ſenſible communion, then you are to be careful to 
and at the ſame time walk 
Circums 


go on your way rejoicing, 


—— ay” FF Wo 
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cireumſpectly that you loſe not the things which you 
have gained. But ſhould it have been otherwiſe, then 
ſeek until you find him whom your ſoul loveth. In- 
ſtead of indulging a ſullen inactivity, be more ſolicitous 
and active in ſeeking after Jeſus. In the language of 
the ſpouſe, ſay, * I will riſe now, and go about the city, 
in the ſtreets and in the broad ways, I will ſeek him 
whom my ſoul loveth.“ Be diligent in the uſe of all! 
appointed means—meditation, prayer, reading, hearing, 
and holy converſation, that ſo you may experience thoſe 
dicplays of God's love which you expected at his table. 
Nor ought you to forget that every murmur ſhould be 
carefully ſuppreſſed. Why ſhould the creature quar- 
rel with the doings of the Creator? Humility and abaſe- 
ment are always becoming a dependent, and particular- 
ly a /inful dependent. | < 468 vo. 

Ci. Dear Sir, refleting upon the guilt which ming- 
les with our religious ſervices, we have all need to be 
humbled before the Lord. Reflecting alſo upon our 
unworthy - communicating, why do we wonder though 
we frequently return from this ſervice ſorrowful and 
ſad of heart, inſtead of exulting in God our - Savior ? 
I cannot ſay that my mind 1s either highly elevated or 
highly depreſſed, but I feel a calm ferenity of ſoul, and 
a holy anxiety to pleaſe God more and more, and a 
reſolute determination to walk in all the commandments 
of God unto the end of life. 8 

BEN. Perhaps my friend could not retire from the 
table of the Lord in a better frame of mind. When 
the ſoul is highly favored, and when God diſplays 
what is the exceeding greatneſs of his love, then the en- 
joyment is too exquiſite and too ſublime for humanity 
long to endure. Les, ſuch pleaſures are too refined 
for this polluted region. Therefore they are of ſhort 
duration, And it is eaſy to conceive that in propor- 


tion to our ſatis faction in the favor of God, will be our 5 


proportionate ſorrow upon the withdrawing of his 


ſmile. And fince he is a God who hideth his face 


L | from 


36 | ; 
from the houſe of Jacob, elevated enjoyment is u- 
ſually of ſhort continuance. Such a diſplay of God's 

love as our faculties can ſteadily endure may be the 


beſt. When God however is graciouſly pleaſed to 


grant nobler diſplays of his goodneſs, they“ are grateful- 
ly to be received and properly improved. Therefore 
great care ſhould be taken that the mind be properly 
regulated after ſuch fingular enjoyment, whether it 
gradually or more ſuddenly ſubſide ;—that no murmur 
ariſe that no remiſſneſs in duty enſue that the 
mind ſtill purſue hard after God z— that a permanemt 
thirſt after feHowſhip with him during the whole of 
your exiſtence be carefully cheriſhed in the ſoul ;—ſup- 
ported by believing views of yonder land, where our 
powers ſhall be prepared for more exalted diſplays af 
glory than we are able to bear in this darkened and en- 
feebled ſtate. 

Crx. Unſpeakably happy are all- they who ſhall come 
to that enjoyment. Then their communion ſhali be no 
more partial. No longer ſhall they ſee in part: but 
they ſhall ſee Jeſus face to face. There communion 


" - ſhall no more be interrupted. O that my ſteps were 


dire&ed to that land of eternal conſolations ! 

BEN. In this thou art left at no uncertainty. God 
himſelf bath given a ſacred volume to guide your wan- 
dering ſteps to glory. In that volume is contained 
every neceſſary information concerning how you ought 
to act and to walk, ſo as to pleaſe God in all things. 
There our duty to our God, to our fellow crea- 
tates, and to our own ſouls is plainly revealed. Does 
then Circumſpectus wiſh to act a proper part as a chriſ- 
tian, let him ſearch . the ſcriptures, Theſe teſtify of 
Jeſus, without whom we can do nothing. It is narrated 
that the Jews rendered thanks unto God for the written 
law, and ſo ought aiſo all chriſtians to do for the written 
goſpel; and if we cordially praiſe God for his written 
word, we certainly will not be negligent in peruſing it. 


Therefore eagerly embrace every opportunity to obtain 
a 
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x diſtinct and accurate acquaintance with this ſacred 
Record. Meditate therein day and night, While em- 
ployed about your worldly avocations, let your thoughts. 
be occupied about the precious truths of falvation; Let 
the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly, in all wiſdom 
and ſpiritual underſtanding, This alone will gyard. 
you from error, and guide you in the walk of hol 
neſs. 

It is pleaſant to remark that many of the explicit re- 
futations of error contained in the ſacred Record, were 
occaßoned by thoſe which had early appeared in the 
chriſtian church. The error of the Gnoſtics in denying 
the Supreme Divinity of Jeſus induced John to write 
that ſublime deſcription of the glorious divinity of Chriſt 
in the firſt chapter of his goſpel. The falſe judaizing 
teachers induced Paul to write the epiſtle to the Gala- 
tian church, in which ſo much important information 
is contained. The errors of the Corinthian church con- 
cerning the celebration of the Lord's ſupper induced 
Paul to give that ample and explicit information re- 
ſpecting that ordinance which rs contained in the eleventh 
chapter of the firſt epiſtle to that church. Thus Satan,. 
notwithſtanding all his natural aud acquired cunning, of- 
ten ruins his own cauſe} for had not theſe errors been ad- 
vanced before the days of inſpiration ceaſed, we ſhould 
not have been ſo well provided to refute error in after 
days. Let us then improve ous privileges. Labor 
to acquire accurate conceptions of the whole of re- 
vealed Truth, and if, Sir, your mind is thus ſtored with 
divine information, you ſhall as it were be conſtantly 
ſearching the ſcriptures, and be nouriſhing the mind 
with ſprritual proviſion. In order that the mind may be 
qualified for this pleaſant work it may be of no ſmall 
advantage to be regular in reading ſome portion of the 
word of God morning and evening. Here 1s an end- 
lets ſtore both of pleaſure and of improvement to the 
human mind. The beit book that ever was compoſed 


by man will upon frequent peruſal become dull and 1n- 
L 2 ſipid: 
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fipid : but the more that one reads and underſtands the 
contents of this book, the more he will admire and love 
it. This is no ſmall evidence of its divine origin. And 
a full conviction of this is neceſſary to their proper re- 
gard. All divine information is from the ſacred writ. 
=. © Theſe writings were from the men who were 
pired. Theſe were authoriſed by Chriſt, and Chriſt 
received his commiſſion from the Father to reveal the 
mind of the Eternal reſpecting the ſalvation of men. 
Thus we are to trace up divine information to its ſource, 
that our faith may not ſtand in the wifdom of men but 
in the power of God. Nothing leſs than divine evidence 
and divine authority can produce a genuine faith, To 
this truth I hope Circumſpectus can bear witneſs. 
Ci. I cannot fo explicitly bear witneſs as I ought. 
I would, however, humbly hope that this word has 
been my comfort in the houſe of mine afliftion : and I 
hope alſo my delight. But my beſt moments have been 
under the preaching of the goſpel. By it my heart has 
been refreſhed and animated, and my ways directed. 
Ben. Nor, Circumſpectus, is this ſingular. The 
preaching of the word is the great mean which God hath 
ordained to nouriſh his people up unto eternablife. By 
xt God makes even them his people who were not for- 
merly his people. By it he cheers the hearts of the ſor- 
rowful, and ftrengthens the faith of the weak. By it he 
raiſes the dormant powers of the foul to action, and 
cauſeth it to increaſe with all the increaſe of God. Does 
then my friend deſire tv make progreſs in holineſs, for- 
fake not the aſſembling of thyſelf with the people of 
God. Every flouriſhing chriſtian is regular in his at- 
tendance upon the ordinances of divine appointment. 
He loves the habitation of God's houſe. He deems one 
day fpent 1n the tabernacles of grace . than a thou- 
ſand in the tents of ſin. 
Ct. I may indeed juſtly ſay fo, for theſe have prov- 
ed refreſhing and comforting to my foul. They have 
ſtayed and ſtrengthened my beart. | 
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Bex. They are happy, my friend, who are guided in 
the way of duty, for that is always the way of peace: 
great peace have they who love the law of God, and 
nothing ſhall offend them.” Be then careful in the 
performance of duty ; let juſtice, mercy, and faith mark 
all your tranſactions with the world. Violate not the 
laws of humanity. Let your converſation tend to the 
edifying of thoſe who hear. Be regular in the exerct- 
ſes of devotion. Be zealous for the advancement of the 
Redeemer's kingdom and glory among men. In every 
company let your actions tell them that you are a com- 
municant. In every tranſaction make it obvious that you 
are dedicated to the ſervice of God. In every relation in 
which you may be placed, let the ſame language be de- 
clared. Thus ſhall you go on, daily ſhewing forth the 
death of Chriſt. Thus ſhall you evince that you ate a 
ehriſtian not merely by profeſſion, but alſo indeed and in 
truth. Thus ſhall you go on from ſtrength unto {trength, 
until you appear before God in Zion. | 
CjR. Do not, Sir, many believers loſe 2 of the 
happineſs which they might enjoy on earth by their 
unholy walking ? It is mournful to behold how freely - 
profeſſors indulge in the -aſhionable amuſements of the 
age. Some are as bent upon vanity and folly as o- 
thers. They bluſh not to be ſeen in the midſt of fa- 
ſhionable amuſements, although theſe tend to corrupt 
the heart and to vitiate the conduct. 
Bev. My friend has well ſaid concerning theſe child- 
iſh and. ſinful amuſements. When theſe are conſidered 
by cool reaſon they obviouſly appear to be franght with 
folly and guilt. Therefore they are equally unbecom- 
ing a reaſonable creature and a chriſtian. Few things 
have done more injury to religion than theſe. The 
corrupt the young. They diſſipate the vigorous. They 
{quander away many precious moments. But it is un- 
necellary ta ſay any thing to deter my friend from theſe, 
or I would attempt to diſcover their vile abominations, 
L 3 and 
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and to deſcribe the awful putiiſhments connected with 


them. 

Cir. Too long, Sir with a faſcinating ardor, I at- 
tended theſe places of diverſion. But I hope experience 
will deter me from again mingling in theſe paſtimes. 
Theſe I found were the chains which held me faſt 
bound in the ſervice of Satan. Theſe deſtroyed ſeri- 
ous impreſſions as ſoon as they were made upon my 
mind. Whenoften I ſeemed to be turning to the Lord, 


theſe drew me back again to the ways of folly and fin. 


It is truely next to miraculous that any one attendin 

theſe ſhould become religious, or obtain the land of bliſs. 
Grace is however both powerful and free. But God 
is alſo juſt and holy. Therefore ſays the ſcripture, * with- 
out ho/ineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord.“ Men may 
dream of heaven as they pleaſe, but it is all a dream; for 
no heaven devoid of holineſs, And holinefs will un- 
queſtionably lead one not to frequent theſe places of fin- 
ful amuſements. Theſe are not the promoters of holineſs, 
But if it is a truth not to be denied, that without holi- 
neſs no polſibility of obtaining eternal life, then it muſt 


follow that every amuſement ought to be eſtimated by 


the effect which it hath upc:: holineſs, The true ex- 
cellence of pleaſure is not perceived when approaching, 
but when retiring. Sin is {week in the mouth but 
© bitter in the belly.“ And charity herſelf, which think- 
eth no evil muſt admit, that many a bitter draught of 
wanton pleaſure has been received at the ſinful · amuſe- 
ments of the age, which prove awful ingredients in the 
cup of death, —a cup which will be put into every mor- 
tal hand. It is appointed unto all men once to die, but 
after death the judgment. Death is the moment which 
tries every man's work of what ſort it is. Then is the 
moment to make a proper eſtimate of faſhionable a- 
muſements. That which determined me to abandon 
theſe deſtructive follies was a ſad ſcene which 1 witneſ- 
ſed in the death of an old companion. Many an hour 
we ſpent together amidſt unhallowed pleaſures, We 

were 
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were both intoxicated with the love of the entertain- 
ments of the ſtage. But, ah, in the midſt of our wan- 
ton carreer a fatal diſeaſe ſuddenly ſeized him. In a 
few days his robuſt conſtitution was enfeebled, and the 
uncommon gayneſs of his temper was gone. Few young 
men ſurpaſſed him in either. But now his glory was 
quickly departing from him. He ſent an expreſs meſ- 
{age requeſting me to come and viſit him. } went, But 
O what a fight did I behold! My young friend was 
become pale, emaciated, and ghaſtly. Acute pain rack- 
ing the whole of his body. Every joint, and every 
nerve ſhaking. Diſeaſe making havock of his conſti- 
tution and haſtening him to the Jonely manſion of the 
grave. His piereing and deſpairing looks ſtrongly in- 

licated the awful anguiſh that tortured. his mind. 
When I entered the room double pain and anguiſh ſeem- 
ed inſtantly to ſeize him. In ſuch a manner that my 
teeble frame can ſcarcely, 7 endure to reflect upon, he ad- 
dreſſed me, ſaying. Come my dear friend and ſee the 
ſad end of our folly in me. I have fent for you to 
« witneſs in me the . of debauchery and of wan- 

ton amuſements. Behold what a fad change has taken 
place in my body. Behold torturing pain rending 
in pieces my conſtitution. But this is nothing com- 
„ pared to the terrible anguiſh which afflicts my mind. 
My caſcience brings to remembrance the numerous 
** crimes of my life. O a world for the hours ſpent in 
the playhouſe, at balls, at card-tables, in the tavern, 
„Oh inexpreſſible torment when I reflect upon the 
'* haunts of uncleanneſs. Oh how have I ſquandered 
* away that time in which I ſhould have prepared for 
* this hour / Oh dear friend, religion 1 now ſee to be 
no farce. It is awfully important. Millions of worlds 
would I this moment cheerfully give for the exiſt- 
* ence of religion in my ſoul, and for the favor of my 
Judge. But he fro:vns, and is ready to pronounce 
upon me the ſentence of eternal damuation. Look 


© upon and ſee how death is dragging me to his tribu- 


nal, 
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was proceeding with thoſe and ſimilar expreſfions with 


and of finful amuſements, and the defpiſers of that which 
is good, had been the ſpectators of that ſcene ! There 
they would have beheld the horrible nature of vice 
painted in lively colors, not by the hand of fancy or 
fiction, but in mournful reality. Since that melancholy 
day theſe baſe, deſtructive amuſements have been - 


— 
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% nal, where nothing awaits me but a certain and fear. 
ful ſentence. O eternity, eternity! O an eternity 
of endleſs torments are to be the fruits of my ſinſul 
+ amuſements, and of my contempt of God and of re. 
© ligion. Ah my ſtrength is gone—my heart is fail. 
« 1ng,—my eyes are becoming dim in death,—l can 
6+ ſcarcely ſpeak —O what ftreams of ſweat flow from 
„ my tortured body —O my friend take warning in 
«© me; reform your life—no longer go on in this courſe 
«© of 1mpiety, that you may not come into that place of 
« torments awaiting me in another world. Oh Sir, the 
„ folly of fin—lIrt is bitterneſs in the latter end.” He 


* 


a diſmal tone, and with ghaſtly and deſpairing looks, 
when ah poor man —ah ouce dearly- beloved companion, 
in my very preſence he breathed his laſt, and in the 
hands of deſpair and death was hurried to the tribunal 
of God, and from hence | 

That, Benevctus, was an affecting ſcene, and God 
bleſſed it to my ſoul. Oh that all the lovers of the ſtage 


bandoned and abhurred by my foul. Now I hare 
learned to ſeek pleaſures from another quarter. The 
return of a holy ſolemnity affords more pleaſure than 
the moſt admired faſhionable amuſement. 

Ben. This melancholy narrative, Sir, more than a 
written volume teaches the guilt connected with thol 
admired follies, and loudly calls upon the young to 
flie ſuch places, as they would thoſe infected with the 
peſtilence. There reigns the peſtilence which ſecretly 
deſtroys immortal ſouls. Thefe infuſe direful 1ngred! 


ent. into the cup of death, They did ſo to that poor ; 
unhappy young man. Iney will do ſo to every one 


| 17) 
who walks in his footſteps. O that the young would 
be entreated to take warning; O that they would con- 
ider their latter end That they would remember that 
their rational nature. and dependent fituation—their 
early dedication to the ſervice of God, the great Kind- 
neſs of Chriſt in dying for men, — the danger of fin, and 
the pleaſures of holineſs call upon them to abandon the 
ways of fin, and to make a public profeſſion of their 
faith in Chriſt by fitting down at his table; theſe alſo 
call upon them to have a converfation correſpondent 
to that profeſſion, adorning in all things the doctrine 
and goſpel of God the Savior, that ſo they may a- 
dorn human nature, prove the glory of their country, 
mining lights in the church here below, and by the 
operations and guidance of the divine Spirit be pre- 
pared for honor, glory, and eternal life. * 


But I find, Circumſpectus, that our preſent confer- 
ence muſt be terminated. _ 8 


— — 


SUFFICIENCYTIN CHRIST. 


1 NITE wiſdom, power, and grace, 
In our Redeemer ſhine; 

Oh! let me, by a lively faith, 
Make theſe perfections mine. 

In this dark world of fin and grief, 0 
My ſteps I can't direct; 

Nor can I from ſurrounding foes Fes. 
My feeble heart protect : | 

By force, or fraud, they enter here, 5 
And lead my thoughts aſtray; 3 

Poor captive! I forſake my God, ＋ 5 
And wander from his way. | 

This poor diſeaſed, treach'rous heart, n 
Thus wandering from the road, 

All nature's {kill can never heal, 
Nor-turn wy face to God. 

But ſince, in thine eternal word, 
Wiſdom, and pow'r, and grace, 
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In wond'rous love, are there beſtow'd 

On mankind's helpleſs; race; 
Since wretched ſinful men, as I, 
Ihe promiſe have believ'd, 
And hence in ev'ry time of need, 
A fit ſupply receiv'd; 
I too will on thy record reſt, 
On faithfulneſs divine, 
For wiſdom, pow'r and grace, I'll truſt; 
The promiſe makes them mine. 


SEE, when th' Eternal FATHER ſpeaks, 
The SON obeys the call ; 
46 Theſe choſen ſouls thou ſhalt redeem : - 
1 «will them ranfom all.” : 
Then thro” the heav'ns ten thouſand tongues 
Exalt the Savior God ; 

While faints ſucceſſive ſpread his name, 
Thro' all the earth abroad. 

EKindly inviting all the day 
The Great Redeemer ſtands, 

With gracious open heart he ſpeaks 
And ſtretches forth his hands. 

* Dear guilty ſouls of ev 'ry name, 

„ Tho? vile and black as ll, 7 
Come taſte your on Redeemer's grace, 
And of his mercy tell: 
No terms I make, no price I alk, 
„ Sinners of mankind, come; 
„ hate'er you are, whate'er you've been, 

Here in my heart is room: 

+ Hearken, ye thoughtleſs, wand' ring ſouls, 
„% My kind advice receive; 

To you I ſpeak, ye trembling hearts 
Fcar not, my grace believe. 

* Your various aggravated fins 
„Were buried in my grave; 

44 I died to expiate your guilt, 
1 live your ſouls to fave.” 
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ON THE DEATH OF FRIENDS. 
Y E friends and companions dear, 
Will ye thus leave me? 
When my fond heart reſts in you, 
Will you deceive me ? | 
) why do ye fly my arms, 
Bent to embrace you ? 
) ſtay, my belt earthly bliſs, 
Let me poſleſs you. 
Ah ! no, no, they cannot ſtay, 
Death does bereave me ; 
ee, death calls them faſt away, 
Oh, how it grieves me! 
But have not'I »thers left 
Yet to comfort me ? 
Have not I peace, health and wealth, 
Still to ſupport me? 
lay not I rejoice in theſe, # 
Fearleſs of ſorrow ; 
\y paſſing a pleaſing dream, 
Now, and to-morrow ? + 
Ah! no, ſure it will not do, 
Theſe will deceive me; 
hat time I ſtand moſt in need, 
Theſe an will leave me. 
eaſe then, my poor heart, from man, 
Ceaſe from the creature; 
ence, ceaſe from all dying things; 15337 2208 
Vain 1s their nature. 
lo thine everlaſting Friend 
Haſte and betake thee; 
Him I can ſafely reſt, 
He'll ne'er forſake me. 
\dieu, then, ye dying things, 
Ye that ſo grieve me; 
ly God, unto whom I fly. 
He will receive me. 


A SOUL 


6 
A SOUL Juſt entered on HEAVEN Ange, | 


Wr was  uubRieying I, Hallelujab ! 
Trembling ſo afraid to die ? 

Since my feet in ſafety ſtand, 

Now within the promis'd land, 

Oh! what wondrous grace is here! 

Now I'm ſafe from ev'ry fear; 

vin and doubts are ever gone ; 

Sighing ſhall no more be known. 

Henceforth, neither grief nor pain ; 

Here ſucceſſive pleaſures reign ; 

All things our Hoſannas raiſe ; 

O the glory of this place ! 

O ye perfect happy ones, 

Let me try to join your tunes ; 

Come let us exalt the Lans, 

Singing ever to his name. 

He our full redemption wrough: ; 

He for us«his glory bought, 

From the earth he call'd us home ; 

To our Father's houſe we're come ; 

Oft in Kedar's tents I tried, 

When his lovely face was hid, 

With my friends to raiſe this ſong ; ' 

But it languilh'd on my tongue. 
IEsus now unveils his face; 

Here I ſhout of ſov'reign grace; 
Full of love, inceſſant cry 

To his praiſe in raptures high. 

O, my drooping friends below ! 

Did ye half this glory know, 

Daily would ye itretch the wing, 

Here to fly, and thus to fing, Hallelujah : ö 
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